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Watch Where You 

Tread in Singleton 

Walkers have come across a nasty 

mounds in the moat of the church, by the 

graves, the old cemetery, the gate to the 

field by the school, in fact - all over the 

village. This is getting worse and it is 

illegal not to pick up after one’s dog. 

Where there is dog poo there must 

be a dog! Whose dog? Who are the 

dog owners in the village? And why 

are some of them being nastily 

irresponsible? 

Ofsted agrees that ‘good’ things come in small packages at Singleton 

Playschool! Since September, we have been fighting to keep this Playschool 

open, so we are enormously proud that not only have we done so, but also that we 

have not let our ‘good’ standards slip - and the quality of provision has improved 

for our children. We were inspected on a wonderfully sunny, winters morning, 

showing off our little Playschool at its best. We have a very experienced, highly 

qualified staff team who enable our children to thrive in a caring environment and 

our inspector noted how they ‘sensitively offer guidance’ and as a result, children’s 

“confidence and social skills had increased”. The importance of joining in with 

community activities was noted, including visits to our ‘Veggie Man’, Singleton 

Church, Coffee Mornings, and the Library Bus - as well as going further afield to 

local farms and the beach - all contribute to an enriching experience whilst the 

children attend the Playschool. We are all immensely proud and aim to continue 

all the good work with the support of the community around us. Esther Jewitt. 
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WEST DEAN TEA AND CHAT 

Are you an older person living in the valley 

who would enjoy meeting with others in 

pleasant surroundings? 

Come and join us at West Dean Gardens restaurant or 

The Dean (check Diary) on alternate Mondays, 

fortnightly from 10.30am to 12.00noon. Come and 

find out more and let us know the kind of activities 

and opportunities that would benefit you and your 

community. For further information (ladies and 

gentlemen of retirement age) please contact Barbara 

Boxall on 01243 839785. 

Useful Telephone 
Numbers 
 

CDC Councillor, Henry Potter  07792 857973 
East Dean Football Club   07944 036709 
East Dean Fete    01243 811608 
East Dean PC Clerk   07712 647511  
East Dean Village Hall   01243 811358 
Lavant Road Doctors Surgery  01243 527264 
Lavant Road Pharmacy   01243 380185 
Local Police      101 
Neighbourhood Watch Charlton TBA                                              
Neighbourhood Watch East Dean 01243 TBA 
Neighbourhood Watch Singleton 01243 811451 
Neighbourhood Watch West Dean 01243 TBA 
Police (Local Officer)   07775 406782 
Singleton Fete    01243 818037 
Singleton Parish Council Chairman 01243 811786 
Singleton Parish Clerk   01243 811810 
Singleton School    01243 811679 
Singleton Tearooms   01243 811899 
Singleton Village Hall   01243 811453 

Valley Parish (Rev. Kevan Robinson) 01243 811213 
Weald & Downland Open Air Museum 
Office      01243 811363 
Shop      01243 811020 
West Dean College    01243 811301 
West Dean Fete    01243 811247 
West Dean Gardens   01243 818221 
West Dean PC Clark   01243 266092 
West Dean School    01243 811247 

West Dean Stores    01243 818222 

 

 

 

 

 

The Earl of March  

Country Pub & Restaurant 

 

MOULES, FRITES & MUSCADET 
EVERY TUESDAY £12.50 

 

SET MENU 

2 COURSE £24.50 3 COURSE £27.50 
Lunch 12-230pm & Dinner 530-7pm 

 

BOOK NOW FOR 
GOODWOOD FESTIVALS! 

 

LOOK OUT FOR LOBSTERFEST! 

Lavant Road, Lavant,  
Nr Chichester PO18 0BQ 

Tel: 01243 533993 
 www.theearlofmarch.com 

Register of Local... 
 

The Old Granary East Lavant - ask Helen 

01243 251301 

 

Trundlers Charlton - ask another Helen 

01243 811686 

 

Hunters Lodge, Lavant - or indeed another Helen! 

01243 532415 - 07788 663712 

 

B&B - Ring Sophie on 01243 811465 

 

The Folly, Charlton on 01243 811307 - ask Joan or David 

 

B & B Harper's Cottage, East Lavant. Ring Caroline 01243 

278659 
 

Run a little local B&B? Why not list here for free! 

david@valleydiary.org 
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FOX CLAY SHOOTS  
2019: 13th April - filling fast 

11th May 
See our website for more details  

 

 

MEAT RAFFLE  
Every Friday night, lots of prizes to be won 

 

01243 811461 
enquiries@thefoxgoesfree.com 
www.thefoxgoesfree.com 

THE FOX GOES FREE 
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Summersdale Pharmacy is located within Lavant 

Road Surgery, 8 Lavant Road. We can dispense any 

NHS and Private prescriptions from Lavant Road or 

any other Doctor, Nurse or Dentist. We also offer: 

• Prescription collection from any Chichester GP 

Surgery on your behalf. 

• Free medication delivery service (for 

housebound patients) 

• Weekly Medication Trays for patients managing 

their own medication 

• Free and confidential healthcare and lifestyle 

advice from our Pharmacist 

• Our pharmacy shop sells a range of pharmacy 

only medicines, first aid, toiletries and baby 

products. If you cannot find what you’re looking 

for we may be able to order it in for you. 

 

Opening Hours 

Monday to Friday 

9am - 6pm 

 

Telephone: 01243 380185 

 

Email: theteam@summersdalepharmacy.co.uk 

 

www.summersdalepharmacy.co.uk 

PATHS & 

DRIVES 

D S & P Humphrey 
BLOCK PAVING 

landscaping - concrete laying - patios 

GROUNDWORK UNDERTAKEN 

Tel: 01243 811685 

Paul: 01243 811518 
PRIDE IN WORK 

CHICHESTER CATHEDRAL EVENTS  

Birds and Bugs 

Tuesday 9th April 

10am - 3pm 

A fun filled family day at Chichester 

Cathedral. Design and make creative 

crafts. Follow the Birds and Bugs trail 

with a prize!  Ages 3 - 11 years, 

accompanied by an adult. No need to 

book, just drop-in. Toddlers’ toy area. 

£1.50 child’s meal offer with voucher 

available on the day. 

For further details contact Luna on 

01243 812986. 

A Cathedral Celebration 

in Poetry and Prose 

Friday 26th April 

Monday 13th May 

10.30am - 12noon 

The tour starts with coffee in the 

Alexandra Room, accessed through the 

Cloisters Café. Advance booking 

essential. Tickets £7.50, available 

from 01243 775888. Includes coffee 

and biscuits. 

Advertorial 

GETTING THE PRICE 

RIGHT 

Establishing an accurate asking price 

to optimise your chances of selling at 

the highest price within a reasonable 

timescale is both an art and a science, 

particularly at a time when buyers are 

especially price sensitive. 

Agents’ valuations can vary 

tremendously. Some attempt to win 

your instruction by flattering you with 

a high but unrealistic suggested asking 

price - beware! Some, due to 

inexperience or unfamiliarity with 

current buyer trends get it plain wrong, 

which can cost you time and money.  

Others are more responsible. We take 

our pricing seriously and give much 

consideration before recommending an 

asking price. 

As a rule of thumb, ask two or three 

reputable agents to suggest the 

optimum market value and base your 

pricing decision on these valuations. It 

is important that you quote the right 

price from day one to achieve or exceed 

it, rather than quoting a high price and 

encouraging low offers. The wrong 

price attracts the wrong buyers, 

resulting in fewer viewings and 

minimising the chance of receiving an 

offer. 

Ultimately, the critical part is to select 

your estate agent on the strength of 

their service, reputation and marketing 

plan - not simply on their valuation or 

commission rate. After all, you’re going 

to be working in close partnership with 

them so choose the agent you prefer. 

If you are selling a property and would 

like a carefully considered view of the 

likely maximum value of your property 

in the current market, please contact 

us on 01243 786316. 

Jackson Stops (See our advert on the 

front page.) 

SALE 

SUCCESS! 
A huge thank you to everyone who 

helped to make the St.Wilfrid’s 

Hospice Sale held in March a success. 

£500 was raised by the sale of bags and 

baskets, cards and lots of cake. Jonalyn 

Mills. 
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 SUPPLIERS OF MOWERS ( RIDE AND PEDESTRIAN) 

GARDEN EQUIPMENT & COMPACT TRACTORS 

 

SALE, SERVICE / REPAIRS & PARTS 

 

## CALL NOW FOR COMPETITIVE  RATES/SERVICES ## 

FREE DELIVERY AND COLLECTION 

 

Leythorne Nursery, Vinnetrow Road, Runcton, Chichester, West Sussex, PO20 1QD 

Tel: 01243 531298 

www.chichesterfarmmachinery.co.uk 

SINGLETON 

VILLAGE HALL 
Our attractive Village Hall is for hire 

Skittle Alley for Hire 

Well equipped kitchen 

Reasonable rates 

All you need for your 

event 

Please contact Sue 

Saunders on 01243 

811365 

CHICHESTER OPEN 

STUDIOS ART TRAIL 

The Trail sees 160 artists exhibiting a wide range of work 

across 127 Venues in and around the City of Chichester 

during the first two weekends in May. 

Saturday, Sunday, Monday May 4th, 5th, 6th 

Saturday, Sunday May 11th, 12th  

Venues are open from 10.30 am - 5.30pm 

City, Downs, Harbour, Peninsula and Regis Trails; visitors can explore one Trail at 

a time, or hop around Venues as they choose. 

Preview Exhibition at the Oxmarket Gallery 

Tuesday 23rd - Sunday 28th April 

A taster, showing work by each artist, to help visitors chose which Venues to visit. 

Trail Guides available from the Oxmarket 

and other central locations from April. 

Visit www.chichesterarttrail.com for more 

information about the Art Trail. 

Some Venues offer a cuppa and cake to add 

to the enjoyment of your experience. 

Everyone is welcome and admission to all 

Venues is free. 

WANTED FOR LILIANE’S FAMOUS JEWELLERY & FANCY GOODS STALL 

Singleton Fete on Saturday 22nd June 

All Manner of Eye-Catching Goods - Please Look in your Drawers and Cupboards! 

I will gladly collect so please ring me on 01243 811368 

1st Prize – Mary Danahay, Chilgrove 

2nd Prize – Margaret Discombe, East Dean 

3rd Prize – Lisa Emmerson, Goodwood 

Congratulations to our three March winners who shared a total prize fund of 

£100. Rev Kev will make the next draw on Sunday 7th April following the 10am 

service at East Dean. 

Don’t forget that you can join this club at any time at a cost of £1 per month.   

Application forms are available in all three churches or please contact Wendy on 

811608. Half of all the money raised goes to help maintain the fabric of our 

beautiful Valley Churches, and half is paid out as prize money. 

EAST DEAN AND 

SINGLETON 

HORTICULTURAL 

SOCIETY 

Valley Gardening Club 

Bacon Bap Morning 

Monday 29th April 

10.30am 

East Dean Village Hall  

The spring flowers are recovering 

from the stormy blast we had 

recently, so we are hopeful that by 

the time you read this we will have 

had some lovely entries for the 

Spring Show. 

The next event will be the renowned VGC 

Bacon Bap Morning. Please do join us for 

great bacon butties, tea or coffee and a 

friendly chat. 

There will be a garden themed “bring-

and-buy/bric-a-brac”, raffle and plants 

for sale from Lodge Hill Plants. If you 

have too many seedlings of flowers or 

veg., too many cuttings or seeds for your 

use, bring them along as someone will be 

sure to want them. Perennials are also 

welcome. 

This is a time to renew your membership 

if not already done. The 2019 

Membership Card and Programme will 

be available. Remember renewing your 

membership on or before this day will 

enter you into the 

draw for the £25 

Hillier Voucher. 

New members are 

very welcome. 
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B&G MOTORS  

GENERAL MOTOR 

REPAIRS AND 

MAINTENANCE 

Mark Stevens 

Proprietor 

Unit 18, Eastmead Industrial Estate, 

Midhurst Road, Lavant, Chichester, 

West Sussex, PO18 0DB 

01243 528135 

ADVERTORIAL OFFER! 

We’d like to thank the advertisers for 

keeping The Valley Diary funded. We 

hope you are getting lots of enquiries for 

your services as a result of your 

advertisement with us. 

Do feel free to let us have your 

Advertorial now and then, to supplement 

your investment as our thank you to you. 

Do get in touch with 

david@valleydiary.org with about 

200-250 words. Let us not leave any 

stone unturned, nor opportunity 

untaken! We strive to ensure that each 

one of our 1000 copies reaches an 

audience far and wide. 

PLAY BRIDGE! 

We are up, running and thriving! 

We meet in Singleton Village Hall every Tuesday at 2pm. 

If you are interested please ring Di Parish on 

07759 565703. 

 B E R R Y   S T O N E W O R K 
SPECIALIST IN FLINT/STONE BRICKWORK 

RESTORATION CONSERVATION 

RENOVATION  

D U N C A N   B E R R Y 

duncanpberry@gmail.com 

PHONE 

07557 515314 

01243 539279 

MICHELIN-STARRED LINE UP FOR THE 

2019 GOODWOOD MAY FESTIVAL 

Following last year’s success, Goodwood Racecourse will 

again host its annual celebration of racing and food; May 

Festival – featuring the Goodwood Food Show this year 

from Thursday 23rd May to Saturday 25th May. 

2018 saw a plethora of chefs, all sharing Goodwood’s 

sustainable ethos, descend on the Goodwood Racecourse in 

May. This year will see exciting repeat appearances and fresh 

new talent; John Williams, Michelin-starred chef from The 

Ritz will be spotted again in the Demo Kitchen showing off 

some of his most delectable recipes, alongside Matt Brown, 

executive chef at Hawksmoor and James Golding, chef 

director at The Pig. Goodwood's own Michelin-starred chef, 

Darron Bunn, will also be found in the Demo Kitchen, teaching the racing 

audience how Farmer, Butcher, Chef, Goodwood’s sustainable restaurant, uses 

produce from Goodwood’s Home Farm to feed hungry guests from across the 

Estate. 

The new face in the Demo Kitchen will be Michelin-starred chef Tom Aikens; 

known for his restaurant group “Tom’s Kitchen”, Tom has written three books and 

has been seen on BBC’s Great British Menu. His debut appearance in the Demo 

Kitchen will be a popular addition to the already exciting line-up. Further chefs 

joining the demonstrations will be announced in the lead up to the fixture. 

This year, the Food Market will join the Demo Kitchen on the East Parade Lawn in 

the Gordon-Lennox Enclosure, or, as it will be known for the event, The Food 

Lawn. Visitors will find the Food Market, a cluster of beautifully arranged tipis, 

overflowing with locally sourced produce, providing guests the chance to sample 

and shop from a range of award-winning products. 

New this year will also be a street food offering: the concourse outside the Sussex 

Stand will host a wide selection of street food stalls that can all be sampled by 

trying out various taster options (all available for just five pounds). So hungry 

onlookers will not have to commit to just one choice, they can get a taste of all the 

mouth-watering cuisine on offer. 

Finally, diners will be able to feast on a Tom Kerridge menu in The Kitchen, 

formally the Sussex Bistro. The restaurant will be open on a ‘walk in’ basis for the 

full three days of racing, so everyone will have the opportunity to stop by and taste 

some of Tom’s finest dishes. 

All of these exciting activities will, of course, be backed by three exhilarating 

afternoons of horseracing. Tickets can be purchased from only £20 in advance 

and children under 18 go free in all enclosures. Please call 01243 216610 or visit 

Goodwood.com for tickets, hospitality and further information. 
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Clock conservation 

restoration & repair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jon Butt Bsc (Hons) T. 023 92 631836 

E. hello@jonbuttclocks.co.uk 

www.jonbuttclocks.co.uk 

Francis Ward 
Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Qualified, Registered and fully insured in 

Oil boiler servicing & maintenance 

Oil tank installation 

Heating system design and install 

Swimming pool oil boilers 

Solar heating systems 

Servicing 

Maintenance 

Gas boilers 

Cookers 

Swimming pool gas boilers 

New installations servicing and maintenance 

All aspects of heating and plumbing covered 

Electrical works undertaken by fully qualified Part P registered engineers 

Commercial & Domestic Spas and Swimming Pools service & repairs 

Bletchley Spas & Pools: Brightside, Singleton, West Sussex, PO18 0EX 

Phone: 01243 811960 Mobile: 07941 039378 

 
TRADITIONAL 

TIMBER 

WINDOWS 

07973 399487 - 01243 811319 
valleytraditionalwindows@gmail.com 

Bespoke, hand 

crafted windows 

made here in the 

Valley 

Don’t forget that all this goodness is now online! We work in partnership with our 

supporters and advertisers in bringing you local information and access to 

services, even when you can’t find your copy of The Valley in the house! They, in 

turn, will know that the audience is growing all the time and gain appropriate 

confidence in the numbers of people who are being reached with their news. 

Constructive feedback is welcome, bearing in mind that we’re not professional 

website builders here, so have limitations! Do go and have a look - we have pages 

for the Diary, Deadlines for Copy, how to Contact all the key people, local 

Attractions and Services, where to Stay and Eat and links to every copy of The 

Valley Diary since we started in November 2004 (except for one, we can’t find)! 

East Dean, Singleton & West Dean PCC News 

March/April 2019 

Farewell Kev and Melanie 

News has probably reached you that Rev Kev and Melanie are moving on to a new 

parish in Bexhill. We are not yet sure of the exact date of departure but it will be 

around the end of June. We wish them all the very best in their new parish. Many 

thanks are due to them both for all the work they have done in the parish in the 

last few years – we will miss them! Watch this space for more information. 

Annual Meeting 

The parish AGM, which is known as the APCM, takes place on Wednesday 24th 

April 2019 at 7pm in West Dean Church. Please come if you can, as everyone is 

welcome. Information about the coming interregnum and other parish news will 

be available. Refreshments too! 

Electoral Roll 

Any resident in the parish can apply to be on the electoral roll. This allows you to 

vote at the APCM or become a member of the PCC. A new electoral roll is being 

prepared and forms are available in all the churches or from any PCC member. 

They need to be returned by 7th April. 

New Card Reader 

We keep up with the times here in the church! We have a card reader now 

available to receive your donations – we do realise that people don’t carry much 

cash these days, so we hope this will make it easier to contribute to the collection. 

Finances 

Our parish share which we are required pay to the Diocese to cover the cost of 

running the parish is £36,000 approximately. This is in addition to the costs of 

preserving the fabric of the churches, so all our fund raising efforts over the year 

are vital to help us keep our churches well maintained and repaired. 

The next meeting of the Parochial Church Council is the APCM which takes place 

on 24th April in West Dean Church. 

Please note that the Annual Report and Accounts of the PCC will be posted in the 

porches of all three churches, and copies are available for anyone who would like 

one. Contact PCC Secretary on 811427 
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HMRC WARNS OF LANDLINE SCAMS 

THREATENING HOUSEHOLDS 

Those with landline phones are warned to be cautious due to criminals 

using phones to contact victims following a rising focus on SMS and email phishing. 

Households with a landline number should be vigilant of phone calls from fraudsters pretending to be the tax authority, warns 

HM Revenue and Customs. As HMRC has increasingly cracked down on email and SMS phishing, a rising number of criminals 

are turning to the traditional method of cold-calling publicly available phone numbers to steal money from taxpayers. Often 

these calls are to landline numbers. According to Ofcom, nearly 26 million homes have a landline, many of which could be at 

risk from scams, especially if they are not ex-directory. Phone scams often target the elderly and vulnerable using HMRC’s 

brand as it is well known and adds credibility to a fraudster’s call. HMRC received more than 60,000 reports of phone scams in 

6 months up to January 2019. This is an increase of 360% compared to the 6 months before this. 

Financial Secretary to the Treasury, Mel Stride MP, said: “We have taken major steps to crack down on text and email phishing 

scams, leaving fraudsters no choice but to try and con taxpayers over the phone. If you receive a suspicious call to your landline 

from someone purporting to be from HMRC which threatens legal action, to put you in jail, or payment using vouchers, hang 

up and report it to HMRC who can work to take them off the network.” 

Head of Action Fraud, Pauline Smith, said: “Fraudsters will call your landline 

claiming to be from reputable organisations such as HMRC. Contact like this is 

designed to convince you to hand over valuable personal details or your money. 

Don’t assume anyone who calls you is who they say they are. If a person calls 

and asks you to make a payment, log in to an online account or offers you a 

deal, be cautious and seek advice.” 

The tax authority will only ever call you asking for payment on a debt that you 

are already aware of, either having received a letter about it, or after you’ve told 

us you owe some tax, for example through a Self-Assessment return. 

During the last 12 months, HMRC has worked with the phone networks and 

Ofcom to close nearly 450 lines being used by fraudsters using boiler room 

tactics to steal money. 

If anyone is ever in doubt about who they are speaking 

to, HMRC advises you end the call and contact the department using 

one of the numbers or online services available from GOV.UK. 
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SPRING SUPPER AT SINGLETON VILLAGE HALL 

What a fantastic evening this was. A full house, with standing room only, enjoying 

a 3 course supper and quiz. The best thing, due to the generosity of our guests, 

was a profit of close to £550, which will help enormously with the ongoing 

maintenance and upkeep of our lovely but very old village hall. Thank you 

everyone who came and supported this. 

Special thanks as well to Penny, Mel and Cathryn for all their hard work in the 

kitchen and also to Mike for his amazing quiz, which kept all scratching their 

heads ...and finally to those of you who have asked “...when’s the next 

one?” ...watch this space! Judy. 

Meet the Elusive Easter Bunny! 
Designed for younger members of the family, our 

Easter Bunny boat trips take about an hour and 20 

minutes and you get to meet the Easter Bunny! The 

boats are brightly decorated for Easter and there is 

usually plenty of Spring wildlife to be spotted along 

the canal. After a brief stop in Hunston, our bunny 

friends join you onboard for fun 

all the way back to the Basin. 

There are refreshments for all 

and a gift from 

the Easter Bunnies. 

The Easter boat trips will operate over 

two weekends. The first run is from 

Friday 12th April until Tuesday 

16th April (inclusive). The second is 

Friday 19th April until Monday 

22nd April (inclusive). The trips 

depart from the Canal Basin and there 

are 3 time slots a day to choose from: 

10.30am, 1pm or 3.30pm. Book at 

chichestercanal.org.uk/boat-trips/

easter-bunny/ 

STATEMENT FROM 

RETIRING CHAIRMAN 

SINGLETON PARISH 

COUNCIL 

We have now completed a full four year 

term and the time has come to hand over 

to a new team. 

My sincere thanks to the retiring 

Councillors and the way they have 

supported me. 

A lot of good work has been completed 

but there is still much to do. 

We have cleared and replanted the 

ground in the old cemetery next to the 

school. 

A list of gravestones is retained in the 

Vicarage. 

This is a fine area of peace and 

tranquility: an area to be enjoyed by all 

visitors. 

The Clerk has been requested to obtain a 

recording machine to keep a record of 

Council meetings. 

My good wishes are extended to the 

incoming Officers. 

John F Elliott 

Retiring Chairman  

Petworth Festival 

Tue 16th July - Sat 3rd August 

Petworth Festival 

Literary Week 

Sat 26th October - Sun 3rd November 

Full summer programme information 

available online from 13th April. 

Box office opens Thursday 9th May. 

Priority booking for Festival 

Supporters 13th April - 8th May. 

petworthfestival.org.uk 

01798 343055 
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NHS APP! 
Did you know that there’s an NHS 

App for patients to use for booking 

GP appointments with the 

intention of avoiding the familiar 

early morning scramble to make 

an appointment? 

Check your symptoms, find out what to 

do when you need help urgently, book 

and manage appointments at your GP 

surgery, order repeat prescriptions, 

securely view your GP medical record, 

register to be an organ donor and more. 

It is hoped that this APP will lead to a 

much speedier appointment system, but 

at this early stage we do not know what 

priority system will be applied. 

Check this work in progress and get your 

App download at https://www.nhs.uk/

using-the-nhs/nhs-services/the-nhs-

app/ 

I keep trying to search for my GP 

Surgery and it fails to find it, but your 

mileage may vary! Try to find yours 

and see if it works! Let us know if it does 

please. editor@valleydiary.org 

brushwoodtreeservices@gmail.com 

07763 844422 

Full public liability - Certified Arborist 
Free Estimates and Advice 

Dismantling & Felling 

 

Crown Thinning & Reducing 

 

Removal of Deadwood 

 

Pruning 

 

Hedge Cutting 

 

Stump Grinding 

If you go down to the woods today..! 

Can this be true? Why make it up? 

Pilley Green consists of a pair of flint lodges located either side of the top of the 

road called Hat Hill which leads northwards from Goodwood House past the 

Sculpture Park towards East Dean. They were built in 1794 to the designs of 

James Wyatt and the style is very similar to the Kennels and the two Kennel 

lodges all with the unusual knapped flint quoins on the corners and surrounds 

faced in the same yellow brick. 

We have now modernised the name to Pilley Green but it is likely that the Old 

English word was pil-leah meaning wood piles in a woodland clearing. That is still 

certainly the case as this is a little airy open area surrounded on three sides by 

woodland. The area to the south is open meadow called Winkins. The whole area 

known today as Goodwood comes from the Saxon name Goduinus which later 

appears as Godinwood in the Domesday Book! 

But that is not the reason for this 

article! Just before the war a deep 

secret emerged, yet to be proven! We 

share this, passed to us by an old 

friend. He told us that before WWII 

the Americans buried a large number 

of Harley Davidson motor bikes and 

jeeps, crated, in the woods just south 

of number 2 Pilley Green. Locals boys 

tried to find them after the Americans 

departed for the Normandy landings 

but the ground was mixed up and like a 

sea of mud that they couldn’t work out 

where the vehicles were buried! 

Some folk think they might have 

worked out where they are! 

If a person with legal access climbed 

over the gate some 100yds south of 

number 2 and walked down the track, 

it drops, then climbs. At the crest, 

there is a turning right. Just before the 

turning, is a bank of soil, much like the 

excess spoil of earth left after digging a 

large hole and piling soil over. Add this 

to the fact that they would have buried 

the boxes on high ground to avoid 

water and the trees in this area of 

woods are all uniform and approx. 

70yrs old and you have a likely spot for 

that treasure from WWII! Treasure 

hunters should be aware that this 

is, however, private land and 

you’d need permission! 

Morning & Afternoon sessions 

available Monday to Friday 

Call 01243 811423 

www.westdeanpreschool.co.uk 
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MIDHURST 

LOGS 

 

2yrs Seasoned Hardwood 

Cut and Split to order 

Est. Since 1992 

 

Call for current prices 

Free Local Delivery 

 

Tel: 01730 815302 or 07787 

565544 

The Big Brekkie! 
Usually at this time of year, we would be 

delivering and collecting the Red 

envelopes for the Christian Aid charity. 

However this year we thought we’d try 

something different!  We will be holding 

a ‘’Big Brekkie’’ event. Please come along 

to Singleton Village Hall between 9am 

and 11am on Saturday 4th May. We will 

be serving porridge, crumpets, cereals, 

bacon butties, full English breakfast and 

toast along with tea & coffee. This year’s 

project is helping young homeless 

women who are pregnant, and helping to 

feed families living in extreme poverty. 

Every penny you give will save lives. 

CAT & RABBIT RESCUE CENTRE QUIZ 

Sunday 12th May at 4pm 

The Cat & Rabbit Rescue Centre, PO20 7RJ 

General Knowledge Quiz & Raffle - CRRC President Susan Jameson to be Lady 

Quiz Master - Teams of 4 or 5 - £8 per person - Food and Drink Included 

(bring your own alcohol if you want it) - Ticket 

only event. 

Email Pamela at pmfitzsimons1@hotmail.com 

Tickets: admin@crrc.co.uk or call 01243 641409. 

Debit Card, Cheque or Cash. 

It's going to be a fun filled evening, so 

we hope lots of you can come along! 

Snowdrop 

Walk 2019 

Sunday 12th May 

Arundel Castle Park 

We are looking forward to another wonderful family day at Arundel Castle Park. 

Gather friends, family and colleagues for a gentle walk and enjoy the stunning 

views of South Downs. Dogs are welcome on leads. 

Cakes and refreshments will be available on site and other food options. Craft 

stalls and tombola too. Relaxed family event. Free Parking. Pay on the day to walk 

or download the sponsorship form and help raise more. 

01243 572433 

office@snowdroptrust.com 

Product Review: Allocacoc PowerCube 

This is an attractive and useful little extension lead and multi-power socket. 

It's very simple in many ways but has been thought out well with useful design 

and features. Firstly, it's got a good 3M cable, which is reassuringly thick and 

heavy-duty looking! It comes with a 'dock' which, if you want to, you can attach 

to a tabletop though when in use, this takes up one of the cube's 4 x 3-Pin UK 

plug sockets around the four faces. The four sockets are arranged usefully in an 

offset fashion to allow for stupidly-shaped plugs and their attached bulk. It's 

very sturdy and made of extremely solid plastic, if strangely light. On the 5th 

side (opposite to the sixth, which has the incoming power cord) are two USB-A 

ports which are rated 2.1A, so absolutely fine for charging stuff overnight and 

more. As you can see, it's about 3 inches cubed and is very handy. Currently 

about £20 at AmazonUK (https://goo.gl/15aywR) so yes, you can certainly do cheaper, but it is very good unit. Recommended! 
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Gleam Team 
for a Dream Clean 

Call the Gleam Team for 

Complete House Spring Cleaning, 

'New Build' Cleans or Sparkle Cleans 

- carried out Weekly/Fortnightly  

 

Ironing service a 

speciality 

 

07860 604849 

07825 618121  

 

References/recommendations 

available on request 

 

 

 

An award-winning Chartered Building Company that has worked in the Sussex area since 

1985, gaining a well-deserved reputation for professionalism, reliability, high quality 

craftsmanship and project management skills. Experienced in all types of building projects, 

from large commercial to the sensitive renovation of listed buildings, bespoken new-builds 

or extensions and refurbishments. 

 

Hungerdown, Brittens Lane, Fontwell, 

West Sussex BN18 0ST Telephone 01243 542056 

Email martin@msbc.uk.com www.msbc.uk.com 

Improve your health by 

rethinking your lifestyle 

and the way you eat…. 

Nutritional Therapy can help with 

many health conditions. Call me for 

a free 20 minute pre-consultation. 

07789 881622 

hello@nicola-russell.co.uk 

Reading The Signs I’d Say The 

Cat’s Got Your Tongue? 

A Poem by Francis 

The cat twitched her whiskers, 

A back leg scratched her head. 

She seemed a little alarmed, 

As I’d woken her from her bed. 

She sleeps on a woollen blanket, 

Upon a large tractor seat. 

And it’s when I make the kindling, 

That we will often meet. 

She continued to study my actions, 

As my axe sailed through the air. 

Still attached to my hand of course, 

Whilst chopping wood right there. 

We used a kind of sign language, 

Which I really can’t explain. 

But her face was quite a picture, 

As I split the wood again. 

The gist of what she was saying, 

As far as I could see. 

Was, you wouldn’t need a fire, 

If you grew a coat like me. 

She had a point of course, 

Wouldn’t need my dressing gown.  

But we couldn’t discuss it further, 

As our code was breaking down.  

In our efforts to continue, 

We both got rather fraught.  

I could not decifer her signs, 

Leaving ‘paws for thought’. 

After a frustrating hour or so, 

She said, and I heard it clear. 

“Shall we go back to talking again”? 

I said, “what a good idea”. 

CHICHESTER 

CONSERVATION 

VOLUNTEERS 

Tasks for APRIL 

HEYSHOTT: Sunday 7th: 

Conservation – Chalk Downland 

Management on Heyshott Down with 

Scott Robertson: 10am: 01243 

552113 or 07815 021331 

RSPB Events for 

APRIL 

EARNLEY: Saturday 6th: Dawn 

Chorus Walk on Kingley Vale with 

Chris Furlepa. Meet in West Stoke 

car park at 6am until 8am. 

SELSEY: Tuesday 9th: Sea Watch 

with Kerry Jackson. Meet at East 

End car park at 8am, moving on to 

Church Norton at 10am until early 

afternoon. 

CHICHESTER: Thursday 25th: 

Illustrated Talk by John Eyre on the 

‘The Secret Lives of Heathland Birds’ 

to RSPB Chichester at The Pallant 

Suite, Masonic Hall, South Pallant, 

Chichester PO19 1SY at 7.30pm. £5. 

EBERNOE: Sunday 28th: Day Walk 

on Ebernoe Common with Chris 

Vine. Meet in church car park at 

10am until early afternoon. 

Maria Wildman 
01243 262833 

wildthings2@waitrose.com 

DID YOU KNOW THAT YOU 

CAN GET A FREE EYE TEST 

IN YOUR OWN HOME ON 

THE NHS? 

This service is 

organised and 

funded 

independently 

of your GP 

by The Outside Clinic Home 

Optician and Hearing Specialist and 

is aimed at those unable to arrange for a 

test in their nearest town. 

 

Call 0800 60 50 40 for more. 

The Star & Garter 

Now Re-opened after many months closed 

and now run by Giles Babb who also runs 

The Bluebell Inn, 29 South Street, 

Emsworth. 

01243 811318 

info@thestarandgarter.co.uk 
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Your Local Community Museum 

Courses & learning 

We run an exciting range of courses 

in traditional rural trades and crafts, 

plus historic building conservation.  

Weddings & venue hire 

Room hire is available for corporate 

or private hire, including our water-

side café, Gridshell building and 

Court barn. You can also hire our 

fields. 

Come and discover rescued rural 

homes and buildings set in a 

beautiful landscape in the South 

Downs National Park. 

Our collection tells the stories of 

the people who lived and worked 

in rural South East England over 

1,000 years.  

Join as a volunteer 

The Museum is a great place to vol-

unteer. We have positions in animal 

care, historical     interpretation, 

events, gardening,         maintenance 

and much more! 

Call us to learn more or register 

online at: 

www.wealddown.co.uk/volunteer 

www.wealddown.co.uk  |  01243 811363 

Cleaner/Girl Friday/ 

Housekeeper 

25 years Experience 

Highly Recommended 

East Dean Based 

DBS Checked 

References Available  

Victoria Smith 

01243 811901 

LOCK IT UP! 
Please be advised that we have received 

a report of a high value shed break-in 

that occurred in Singleton overnight on 

6th March. If you saw anything 

suspicious please contact us in the 

normal way quoting reference 0194 6/3 

Sussex Police. 

We would ask that you please ensure 

that your outbuildings are secure. For 

more information on how to secure 

your shed or garage, please use this 

link... 

https://www.sussex.police.uk/cp/

crime-prevention/non-residential-

burglary/secure-shed-garage 

HEAVY 

ELEMENT 
Oxford University researchers 

have discovered the heaviest 

element yet known to science. 

The new element, Governmentium 

(symbol=Gv), has one neutron, 25 

assistant neutrons, 88 deputy neutrons 

and 198 assistant deputy neutrons, 

giving it an atomic mass of 312. 

These 312 particles are held together by 

forces called morons, which are 

surrounded by vast quantities of lepton

-like particles called pillocks. 

Since Governmentium has no 

electrons, it is inert. 

However, it can be detected, because it 

impedes every reaction with which it 

comes into contact. 

A tiny amount of Governmentium can 

cause a reaction that would normally 

take less than a nano-second to take 

from 4 days to 4 years to complete. 

Governmentium has a normal half-life 

of 2 to 6 years. It does not decay, but 

instead undergoes a reorganisation in 

which a portion of the assistant 

neutrons and deputy neutrons 

exchange places. 

In fact, Governmentium's mass will 

actually increase over time, since each 

reorganisation will cause more morons 

to become neutrons, forming isodopes. 

This characteristic of moron promotion 

leads some scientists to believe that 

Governmentium is formed whenever 

morons reach a critical concentration. 

This hypothetical quantity is referred 

to as a critical morass. When catalysed 

with money, Governmentium becomes 

Administratium (symbol=Ad), an 

element that radiates just as much 

energy as Governmentium, since it has 

half as many pillocks but twice as many 

morons. Remind you of any 

government in particular? 

Depressed or 

Suicidal? 

If you’re feeling down, depressed or 

even suicidal, did you know that you 

can send a text-message to 741741 and 

a Crisis Worker will text you back 

immediately and continue to text with 

you offering you support. Many people, 

especially younger folk, don’t like 

talking on the phone these days - in the 

age of different communication 

methods - and would feel much more 

comfortable texting. This is a free 

service for anyone in the UK. 

COMING SOON… 

...A New Season! 
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LOCAL EMPLOYMENT 

OPPORTUNITIES 

 

CARE 

SUPPORT 

WORKERS 
Full Time & Bank 

 

www.livingwithdignity.co.uk 

 

Dignity in Singleton provides care and 

support for adults with learning 

disabilities and needs local people with 

local knowledge to get alongside people 

living here to access local opportunities. 

Experience in care is clearly preferable, 

but we do have a training programme for 

staff, so not having a background in care 

is no barrier. 

We have early shifts, late shifts, waking 

nights - we’d love to talk with you. 

 

Please give Joy a call for an 

informal chat 811482 (Option 6) 

MILESTONE 

GARAGE 

COCKING 

 

SERVICING - REPAIRS 

MOTs - TYRES 

CAR SALES 

 

Courtesy Car Available 

 

01730 813148 

Coaching will provide you with the thinking 

space you need to explore the changes you 

want in your life. 

I will help you learn how to overcome the 

obstacles preventing you from achieving 

your goals. 

I am a professionally trained transformational 

coach who supports clients with goals across many 

areas including career change, entrepreneurship, 

stress, weight loss and fitness. I have three children 

and have overcome many personal challenges. 

My coaching methods tap into mindfulness and 

psychology to unlock negative thinking patterns. This awareness of cognitive behaviour and 

an array of advanced coaching tools can create huge power and energy for change. 

Transformational coaching is about personal growth and development which some believe to 

be the path to happiness. 

Text me today on 07973490471 to find out more. It all starts with a free chat to see if we 

would like to work together. Miles. 

WHERE DO YOU WANT TO BE? 

PERSONAL COACHING MILESMATHER.COM 

SINGLETON 

FETE 
Saturday 22nd June at the Cricket 

Field 

All your favourite stalls 

Family fun and games 

Fun Dog Show 

Chichester City Band 

Bangers & Burgers BBQ from 

1.30 

Grand Draw - £100 cash prize 

and much more 

All offers of help welcome: 

planning, setup & take down 

or help with stalls on the 

day. Call Judy 818037, 

James 811827 or Maurice 

811260. 

EAST DEAN FETE 
Saturday 8th June 

Spring is just around the corner! 

Now is the time of year when people 

traditionally think about spring 

cleaning their homes, so if you are 

about to de-clutter your rooms please 

think of the East Dean Church Fete 

as you tidy up. 

Clean, good quality items for the 

Bric-a-Brac stall, clothing, 

household, furnishings, books, 

DVD’s, CD’s or bottles for the 

Tombola will be very much 

appreciated. (Please wash and iron 

all clothing. Shoes and tee shirts 

cannot be accepted.) 

There will be further articles in The 

Valley Diary about how to donate as 

we approach the Fete, and we will be 

holding the usual doorstep collection 

throughout East Dean about two 

weeks before the event. Make sure 

that the date’s in your calendar! 
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Community Groups 

Unfortunately, due to moving on to pastures new, many of the 

community groups started up a few years ago have had to be closed. 

Little Gems Parents & Toddler Group has now closed until further 

notice. Thank you to everyone who contributed to the start up, including 

the Curry Trust charity for the initial funding, The Partridge Inn and 

customers who did a lot of fundraising for the baby mats, local people who 

donated toys and Jen Curtis for her help setting up each week! 

Coffee’n’CatchUp finished in March. Thank you to everyone who has 

popped in for a coffee and a chat and for support from West Dean and 

Singleton Schools’ Head teachers. 

Craft Club has had to be postponed in April. The final one will be on 

Tuesday 28th May 2-4pm 

at The Rectory. As usual, 

all materials are provided 

and no expertise is 

required. 

Community Cafe will 

continue as usual on the 

2nd Monday of the month 

10.30-12noon (next one is 

13th May) at Singleton 

Village Hall. Thank you to 

the Village Hall 

Committee. 

Melanie 

TV LICENSING 

PHISHING 
An ongoing TV 

Licensing phishing 

campaign, first 

identified by the 

National Fraud 

Intelligence Bureau 

(NFIB) in September 

2018, continues to be reported to Action 

Fraud in high numbers. Fraudsters are 

sending the public fake TV Licensing 

emails that are designed to steal their 

personal and financial information. Since 

April 2018, Action Fraud has received over 

900 crime reports with victim losses 

totalling more than £830,000. 

How you can protect yourself... 

- Don’t click on the links or attachments in 

suspicious emails and never respond to messages 

that ask for your personal or financial details. 

- Don’t assume a phone call or email is authentic, 

even if someone knows your basic details (such as 

your name or address). Remember, criminals can 

spoof phone numbers and email addresses to 

appear as companies you know and trust, such as 

TV Licensing. 

- Your bank will never call and ask you for your 

PIN, full banking password, or ask you to transfer 

money out of your account. 

What to do if you’ve fallen victim 

- Let your bank know as soon as possible and 

monitor your bank statements regularly for any 

unusual activity. 

- If you suspect your identity may have been 

stolen you can check your credit file quickly and 

easily online. Use a reputable service provider and 

follow up on any unexpected or suspicious 

results.  

If you have been a victim of fraud or cyber 

crime, report it to Action Fraud 

at actionfraud.police.uk, or by calling 0300 

123 2040. 
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 Careful & competent 

WINDOW 

CLEANING 
STEPHEN PINE 

Please ask for a quotation 

stephennpine@gmail.com 

01243 786816 

07887 752056 

07939 254998 

Fast Effective Pest Control  

Rabbits, Moles, Wasps, Rats, Bees, 

Mice, Fleas, Hornets, Moths, Flies, 

Squirrels, Woodworm, Bedbugs, Foxes, 

Bee specialist: Humane Bee Removals  

Other services 

Pest Prevention, Logs, Tree work, 

Garden Clearance  

07453 965542  

george@gspestcontrol.net 

Lose the knife, not a life. 

In the last few weeks there have been a number of knife crime incidents across the 

country which have rightly raised public concern. 

During Operation Sceptre (national knife crime campaign, 11-17th March) Forces 

across the country, including Sussex Police, have been visiting schools to inform 

and educate young people about the dangers of carrying knives. They have also 

opened amnesty bins for people to hand in knives and take them off the streets, 

backing up the work carried out all year to keep our communities safe. 

Nationally and locally we are seeing increases in serious violence and organised 

crime groups with vulnerable young people being targeted and exploited to carry 

out their criminal biddings, including carrying knives. This is why I bid for 

funding from the Government’s Early Intervention Youth Fund and successfully 

secured £891,616 to bolster diversionary activities for young people across Sussex 

and strengthen our community safety partnerships. 

This extra funding will help the VCSE (voluntary, community and social 

enterprise) sector, schools, health, 

statutory partners and the police engage 

positively with under 18s at risk of 

committing serious violence and those 

who have already come to the attention 

of the police. 

Sussex Police will continue to work hard, 

alongside partners, to capitalise on 

national funding opportunities and 

provide diversionary activities to help 

young people make better choices. 

The Easter Trail 

Friday 19th April - Monday 22nd April 

Bring family and friends to West Dean Gardens during the Easter 

holidays and follow the Easter trail for a prize at the 

end. 

The trail has two levels of difficulty, so it's suitable for all ages, 

and there are garden games along the way. Children can also 

enjoy Easter themed arts and craft activities in the Gardens' 

classroom. Explore the Gardens and see the spring flowers, 

enjoy lunch or afternoon tea at the Gardens Restaurant and 

browse the Shop for seasonal gifts and plants. 

Child tickets £5, Adult tickets £9.50 - westdean.org.uk 
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M N ELECTRICAL 

Electrical Installation and 

Design 

Inspection and Testing 

From a new socket to a 

complete rewire 

NICEIC Approved Contractor 

01243 573790 

07932 623763 

Call 

Clive 

 

LAWN MOWING 

HEDGE CUTTING 

GARDEN CLEARANCE 

 

Personal service from a local 

family business 

 

KEITH GOACHER 

01243 811746 

07976 740748 

Cut and split to your 

requirements 

Seasoned Firewood 

MOBILE POST 
OFFICE 

 
 

THE DEAN PUB at 
WEST DEAN 

MONDAYS: 12.45pm to 2pm 
THURSDAYS: 12.45pm to 2pm 

 
 

THE PARTRIDGE INN at 
SINGLETON 

MONDAYS 2.15pm to 4pm 
 

Noel Reidy, Mobile Postmaster, Operating 
from Grayshot, 01428 604401 - 07484 

526779 

GOODWOOD HONOURED TO BE A GRAND FINALIST AT 

THE SUSSEX FOOD & DRINK AWARDS 2019 

Goodwood’s Home Farm and sustainable restaurant, Farmer, Butcher, Chef, are 

honoured to have been shortlisted to be Grand Finalists at the Sussex Food & 

Drink Awards 2019. Following 18,000 votes from the public, three finalists from 

each award category will be invited to the Awards Banquet at the Amex Stadium 

on the 15th May. Goodwood Home Farm is up for Sussex Food Producer of the 

Year, and Farmer, Butcher, Chef will be in the running for Sussex Eating 

Experience of the Year. 

Goodwood’s restaurant Farmer, Butcher, Chef is the final stage of a unique 

process dedicated to producing the finest quality organic meat, as well as 

achieving the very best yield from the livestock at Goodwood Home Farm. 

Customers at the restaurant will have travelled farther than their food, and can 

enjoy seasonal dishes according to which cuts are available. 

Alongside the award-winning meat, Goodwood Home Farm also produces 21,000 

litres of milk a week, used to make three cheeses (Charlton Cheddar, Molecomb 

Blue and Levin Down). The Goodwood brewery produces three craft beers; Lucky 

Leap APA, Grogger Pale Ale and St Simon lager, made from hops and malted 

barley grown at the farm. 

Andrew Coggings, Goodwood’s Entertaining and Hospitality Managing Director, 

says: “I cannot tell you how pleased we all are to be shortlisted for these awards. 

Supporting local produce and suppliers means so much to the business and it’s 

wonderful that Sussex Food & Drink Awards are recognising both Goodwood 

Home Farm and Farmer, Butcher, Chef as finalists.” 

Sussex Farmer and Nuffield Scholar, William Goodwin, chairman of the judges, 

says: “The grand finalists announced so far, which include 21 from West Sussex, 

three from East Sussex and three from Brighton & Hove, should feel immensely 

proud at making it through to this final stage in the competition.” 

Early Bird Tickets 

West Dean Gardens’ Chilli Fiesta on 9th - 11th August 2019 

Join the party at the UK's biggest chilli festival. Dance to live Latin music, watch 

cookery and gardening demonstrations and taste delicious chilli foods 'til your 

tongue sizzles. Make the most of the family-friendly festival atmosphere and camp 

onsite with great facilities. Get organised and booked up early at https://goo.gl/

kJNvWE or westdean.org.uk - 01243 818210 
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THE VAST MAJORITY OF JOBS ARE ADVERTISED AND 

FOUND ONLINE THESE DAYS. WHAT COULD GO 

WRONG WITH THAT? 

Employment scams are commonplace. Fall for one, and you could become a victim 

of financial/identity fraud, or even an unwitting participant in criminal activity. Get 

Safe Online would like to help you make sure this doesn’t happen, with some tips... 
- Do your research to ensure job sites, employment agencies and prospective employers are 

reputable, with a physical address and landline phone number. 

- When listing your profile, select the option of keeping it public, confidential or private 

according to your needs. 

- Never divulge information such as NI, passport or driver’s licence numbers, bank account/

payment card information or date of birth, either typed on your CV or application, or in 

photos/scans. This could lead to identity theft. Only supply these when you’ve met the 

employer, landed the job and are satisfied that everything is legitimate. 

- Devise and use strong passwords, keep them protected and don’t use them on more than 

more than one website, of any kind. 

- If you receive an email claiming to be from a 

potential employer who has seen your CV on a 

job site, take care when clicking on links and 

ensure they go to a legitimate job posting. 

- Don’t call advertisers for telephone 

interviews, it could be an expensive premium 

rate number. Instead, make sure prospective 

employers call you. 

- Be wary of ads that offer income either for 

very little work or that seems too high to be 

true, say you don’t need any experience or 

press you to apply immediately. These could 

involve you in money laundering or muling 

activity. Sometimes – but not always – these 

are work at home schemes. 

- Bear in mind that many fraudulent job ads 

can be found on social media sites. 

- Be wary of requests for up-front payment for 

CV services, DBS or other security checks or 

headshots. 

- Don’t conduct the entire process online: 

most genuine employers will require a face-to

-face interview, and that way you can check 

them out too. 

- Ensure that potential employers are genuine 

before meeting for an interview, to ensure 

that your personal safety isn’t at risk. 

If you’ve been the victim of a 

recruitment scam, report it to 

safer-jobs.com 

If you’ve been defrauded, report it 

to www.actionfraud.police.uk 

For comprehensive, practical, impartial 

advice on safe job searching online, visit 

https://getsafeonline.org/safejob 

A.S.M. Carpentry 

& Joinery Ltd 

Over 30 years of experience in all 

aspects of carpentry 

Professional, Qualified, Insured 

Local and Reliable 

Carpentry Company 

andrew@asm-carpentry.com 

Phone:  01243 278659 

Mobile:  07789 748368 

Film Review 

The Bookshop (2017) 

There are slow-burners and then there are 

slow-burners! This is as slow as burners get, 

I reckon! This is a quiet and tranquil story of 

a widow who tried to open and run a 

bookshop of her own in a sleepy seaside 

town in East Anglia somewhere in the late 

1950's. 

I'm usually alright with slow and tranquil 

films as there is often something artistic to 

focus one's attention on, the acting, sets, 

drama, music or cinematography. To be fair, 

this has very good doses of all of these, so 

maybe I was just in the wrong mood! You 

might think that it's about books and the 

need for bookshops and love of books. 

Certainly, a part of this is that, but to some 

degree, even that aspect is underplayed. 

The two main players are Emily Mortimer, 

noteworthy in a whole load of films and TV 

including the excellent Hugo - and Bill 

Nighy, who seems to have had his finger in 

the pie of most films that get made, 

everywhere! The two of them act their parts 

quite excellently, supported by an able cast 

including Patricia Clarkson (Whatever 

Works) as the rich local posh family head 

who tries to put a spanner in the works of 

our heroine's plans. 

It's a very simple tale based on the novel of 

Penelope Fitzgerald of the same name, 

which focuses on the relationships between 

the local people and reaction to an incomer 

trying to do something interesting and 

different - and also social conduct and 

manners. 

The sets are well done, the photography is 

very engaging indeed led by European 

director Isabel Coixet with not only long-

shots of the lovely countryside and seaside 

town, but also interior sets where the angles 

and focus have been thought about and 

worked out well, to create atmosphere and 

style. The music is supplied by European 

Coixet collaborator Alfonso de Vilallonga 

and again, adds to the mood and reflective 

nature of the film. 

It's really a very nice little Sunday afternoon 

film, in which the viewer needs to focus on 

the artistic merit rather than the slow pace 

of what's going on - if you do that, you'll nod 

off! Certainly worth a look. TS. 
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HOSPITAL TRANSPORT 

Need some help to get to a critical 

medical appointment? Mr Parks has 

kindly offered to do what he can to help, 

so if you’re in need, please call him on 

818044 

SUSSEX MENTAL 

HEALTHCARE 

 

0300 5000 101 

 

24 HOURS A DAY 

365 DAYS A YEAR 

Wednesday 3rd April 

The Development of 

Medmerry over 5 Years 

by Steve Webster – 

Manager, RSPB Pagham 

and Medmerry: Medmerry reserve was 

created in 2013, the largest coastal 

realignment in the UK, providing a 

fantastic new saltmarsh and meadow 

habitat. Chichester Natural History 

Society has been involved for several 

years with surveys. Come and hear more 

about how the wildlife is moving in. 

Thursday 4th April 10.30am: A 

Return to Hollybank Woods: Leader 

John Bond: General natural history and 

woodland management. A 2 hour walk, a 

follow up to our visit 2 years ago. Take a 

picnic lunch to enjoy at end. 

www.chichesternaturalhistorysociety.org.uk 

THE SUSSEX 

YEOMANRY 

ASSOCIATION 

SPRING SERVICE 

Saturday 11th May 

Waymark Memorial, 

Charlton 11.30am 

Coffee will be available at the Fox 

Goes Free Pub from 10.45am. 

This year we will be remembering 

the members of the 98th (Surrey & 

Sussex Yeomanry QMR), Field 

Regiment R.A. (T.A.) on the 79th 

Anniversary of their evacuation 

from Dunkirk. 

The service is being supported by 

the Cadets from Newhaven who 

will be parading our Regimental 

Colours (Guidon). 

All are most welcome to 

attend. 

AS GOOD AS NEW LADIES CLOTHES SALE 

Saturday 13th April 

11am - 4pm 

East Dean Village Hall 

Brand new and barely worn clothes along with 

fabulous accessories. Great selection of dresses, 

jackets, coats, skirts, tops and trousers - Sizes 8 to 18, plus hats, shoes, bags and 

belts etc. Many great labels (Basler, Crew, Brora, Goat, Goodwood, Jaeger, 

Jigsaw, Pure, White Company and many more) plus a rail of Vintage Clothes. 

Everything in excellent condition. 

Come along on the 13th and you will definitely pick up a bargain. Cash and 

cheques accepted. Entrance is £4 per person which includes a Glass of Prosecco. 

Tea and Cake & Light Lunches will be for sale. Proceeds to East Dean Village Hall 

and East Dean Church Fabric Fund. Even if you don’t want to buy, come along for 

a browse and a chat! 

Contributions Welcome… 

If you have any good quality ladies’ 

clothes and accessories that are ‘as 

good as new’, any mistake buys or 

well-loved designer labels in your 

wardrobe, or any Vintage Clothes, 

please do get in touch with anyone 

listed below and we would be pleased 

to come and collect from you anytime 

up to Wednesday 10th April… Alexia 

811777, Deirdre 811592, Helen 811937, 

Pam 811239 or Vicky 818046. 

ACC TYRES LTD 

UNIT 15 

TEMPLE BAR BUSINESS PARK 

STRETTINGTON 

CHICHESTER 

WEST SUSSEX 

PO18 0TU 

TELEPHONE 01243 774713 

EMAIL acctyre@btconnect.com 

WEBSITE www.acctyre.co.uk 

LOCAL FAMILY RUN BUSINESS 

FOR ALL YOUR TYRE NEEDS 

Wheel Barrow, Quad Bike, Caravan, Car, Van 

4x4, Light commercial & Tractor. 

Call out service available. 

We also sell Car, Van & Leisure batteries. 

Come in for a free Tyre and pressure check. 

Complimentary coffee and comfortable waiting area. 

FETCH! 

Keep your dog Fit, Happy & Healthy 

We offer a professional dog walking or day 

care service tailored to your four legged best 

friend based in The South Downs National 

Park. 

Fully insured with Pet Business 

References and Small Animal Qualifications 

Available.  

Email: hello@fetchdogwalking.co 

Website: fetchdogwalking.co 

07765 577290 

01243 811902 

HAVE YOU BEEN TO THE 

PALLANT GALLERY 

IN CHICHESTER 

RECENTLY - OR EVER? 

This is an exciting building with a 

welcoming new Coffee Lounge and 

Quality Restaurant. A monthly visit 

quickly dispels a feeling that we 

are missing out in these depths of 

Sussex! 

All good stuff and the chance to see work 

by seemingly undervalued painters 

who would stand along with other 

international painters who’s work is 

valued in £M! 

Why go to London when you can see 

exhibitions of this quality right on our 

doorstep! 

Harold Gilman 

Now until 9th June 

This is an impressive collection of 

English post-impressionist paintings 

clearly worthy of a visit. Influenced by 

Vincent van Gogh and Edouard Vuillard. 

Nick Goss 

Now until 9th June 

More works by a young and up and 

coming artist. 

And lots of other exhibitions and 

activities. Do go! 
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07764 770305 

 

Units 1 & 2, Lavant, Chichester 

PO18 0BW 

01243 532630 

www.a1autocarechichester.co.uk 

SUSSEX POLICE WELCOMES A 

FURTHER 72 NEW OFFICERS 

Sussex Police has welcomed a further 72 new PC 

recruits. This latest intake of officers, the largest 

in a decade, were sworn in at a formal ceremony 

recently. 

They boost the total number of new constables in the 

last year to 270, much of the recruitment made possible 

by the increase in last year’s council tax. 

The new recruits, who were welcomed by Assistant Chief Constable Nick May at 

the attestation ceremony at The Amex Stadium on March 6th, have just started 15 

weeks of intensive training and will join policing teams across Sussex this June. 

Assistant Chief Constable Nick May said: “I was delighted to personally welcome 

the 72 new officers at the ceremony and launch them on their new careers. As 

Assistant Chief Constable for local policing, I am pleased to see so many new 

officers who will be joining policing 

teams across Sussex in June 2019. This 

is our largest recruitment of constables 

in a decade and is part of an ongoing 

recruitment of over 800 officers in the 

next three years, resulting in a growth 

of 200 new officers by 2022. This game

-changing increase in recruitment, 

made possible by the increase in the 

council tax policing precept, will make 

a difference to the communities of 

Sussex, improving our visibility and 

strengthening local policing where 

most needed.” 

Sussex Police and Crime 

Commissioner Katy Bourne said: “I am 

pleased to see another 72 warranted 

officers welcomed into Sussex Police 

this week as they continue on their 

four-year recruitment drive made 

possible by the support from local 

taxpayers. With an extra 250 officers, 

50 specialist investigators and 100 

PCSOs in Sussex Police’s recruitment 

plans, the public can be reassured that 

their investment will be spent in 

further strengthening local policing. I 

look forward to meeting this new 

cohort of officers and following their 

training and deployment as they 

acquire the unique skills and 

experience so valued by our local 

communities.” 

ROGER GUNN 

Garden Machinery 

Sales & Service Specialist 

Showroom & Workshop 

Located at Binderton Nr Lavant 

Main dealers for many makes 

Fast reliable service 

Advice & Discounted machines 

Part exchange taken 

Collection & delivery offered 

See website 

www.rogergunn.co.uk 

01243 786003 

Weald & Downland Living Museum 

HISTORIC LIFE WEEKEND 

BREAD & BUTTER 

Saturday 13th & Sunday 14th April 

10.30am - 5.30pm 

Bread and butter are staple foods that we 

almost take for granted. Yet there is 

much more to both than meets the eye. 

What were the methods used and 

finished bread like at different times in 

the past? And what might be used if 

wheat or other crops were poor in a 

particular year? How likely were you at 

various times to have unscrupulous 

producers bulking out bread with other 

products? When in the year was butter 

made and available? 

Enjoy tasters and see demonstrations 

across the range of buildings at the 

Museum, including in Winkhurst Tudor 

kitchen and at the new bakehouse 

opening in 2019. wealddown.co.uk 

SHAKESPEARE’S LOST WOMEN 

MONDAY 22nd APRIL at 7.30pm 

Weald & Downland Living Museum 

Shakespeare’s Lost Women is a 

wonderfully touching and perceptive 

comedy about Deirdre Compton, an 

actress who has made a career playing 

luscious milkmaids, jesters and clowns 

while her mother plays Desdemona, 

Titania and Lady Macbeth. 

Tickets £14 - wealddown.co.uk 
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LINEAGE ADS. Got something to sell? 
Small business to promote? Cheap as 
chips to slot something in here! Call 
David on 01243 811451 to sort it out! 
 
FOOTPATH WARDEN Jill Mountford 
is the Warden in East Dean. Like to 
report a blocked path or broken style? 
Please give her a call on 811358 
 
HOME FOOT CARE Foot, leg washing 
and nail clipping service in your own 
home. Includes moisturising massage. 
Nail painting if required. Qualified and 
insured. 01243 811442 evenings 
 
CHIROPODIST and PODIATRIST 
Highly recommended. Conveniently in 
Midhurst. JOHN DOBLE Bsc Hons BA 
Hons MChS Tel. 01730 812312 
 
FRENCH PROPERTY LINKS View 
over 13,000 properties for sale in all 
regions FrenchPropertyLinks.com 
FOR BUYING AND SELLING 
PROPERTY IN FRANCE, 01243 539119, 
dfs@frenchpropertylinks.com 
 
DOG GROOMING at SMART DOGS 
Bathed and professionally groomed, 
Lesley 01243 811805, East Dean 
 
CLEANING SERVICES/PET 
SITTING/HOUSE SITTING 
REQUIRED? Reliable, professional 
service offered with references available 
throughout the Valley. Contact 
Sarah: karnsarah@yahoo.co.uk with 
your requirements or 07919 287000 
 
PILATES CLASS Suitable for all 
abilities/fitness. 11.15am Wednesdays at 
East Dean Village Hall. Jo - 07917 
177404. 
 
PAUL PASCALL Painter and 
Decorator. Estimates and References 
Available. 01252 328965 evenings. 
07803 723530. 

GENERAL POST OFFICE 

The first general post office in London 

opened in 1643, just 8 years 

after King Charles I legalised use of the 

royal posts for private correspondence. 

It was probably on Cloak Lane near 

Dowgate Hill. Coffee houses in 

the City such as Lloyd's and 

Garraway's organised private transport 

of mail among their patrons. The Royal 

Mail (which, following its legalisation, 

held a nominal monopoly on such 

delivery services) moved its 

headquarters to Lombard Street in the 

City in 1678 to better curtail such 

practices. 

After purchasing adjacent property in 

the centre of London's financial district 

gradually became prohibitively 

expensive, the General Post Office 

purchased slums on the east side of St. 

Martin's Le Grand and cleared them to 

establish a new headquarters, Britain's 

first purpose-built mail facility. 

The General Post Office, designed with 

Grecian ionic porticoes by Sir Robert 

Smirke, was built between 1825 and 

1829, ran 400 feet (120 m) long and 80 

feet (24 m) deep, and was lit with a 

thousand gas burners at night. 

In the mid-19th century there were 

four branch offices in London: one in 

the City at Lombard Street; two in 

the West End at Charing Cross and Old 

Cavendish Street near Oxford Street; 

and one south of the Thames in 

Borough High Street. (Wiki.) 

JOHN MORRIS 
AUTOMOBILES Est. 1987. Purchaser 
of all Cars, Classic Cars. British Motor 
Cycles. 01252 715973/07831 305963. 
 
LOCAL CLEANER AVAILABLE 
£10hr, Hard working, Reliable and 
trustworthy. Please contact Emma 01243 
527055, 07975 605852, 
shaneyates25@yahoo.co.uk 
 
SAGE PATIOS & DRIVEWAYS 
glenn_hale@hotmail.co.uk. 07964 
724709 for free estimate 
 
CAN I HELP? Do you need help with 
local visits to doctors, hospital, 
shops, collecting a prescription, cooking 
a meal, light housework, or just going 
out for coffee or meeting friends? Retired 
social services lady carer with a car and 
CRB checked. 
Please phone Judy 779668 for a chat. 
 
PAINTER & DECORATOR Semi-
retired. Polite & Punctual. Work 
guaranteed. Good rates. Excellent and 
reliable. Arthur 07936 082626 
 
MOTABILITY SCOOTER Good 
condition. Battery good. Instruction 
manual. No cost but donation to a 
church please. Jane Hampton 01243 
811601. 
 
GRASS TRIMMER/BRUSH 
CUTTER Lawnflite SR 2504, 4 Stroke, 
little used. £50. 
GARDEN VAC FLYMO Electric Cable, 
Blow or Vacuum, little used. £25. Tel: 
01243 778018. 



23 

 

April 2019 
Sat 6th & Sun 7th Motor Racing: Goodwood Circuit 
Mon 8th Community Cafe: 10.30am: Singleton Village Hall 
Sun 12th Lavant Horticultural Society Plant Sale and Cream Teas: Lavant 
Memorial Hall: 2-4pm 
Sat 13th As Good as New Clothes Sale: East Dean Village Hall: 11am – 4pm 
Sat 13th - Sun 14th Historic Life Weekend: Bread & Butter: Weald & Downland 
Museum 
Mon 15th East Dean Parish Council AGM: 7pm: East Dean Village Hall 
Mon 15th East Dean Parish Council Meeting: 7.30pm: East Dean Village Hall 
Mon 15th Charity Quiz Night: The Dean, West Dean: 8pm 
Thu 18th Singleton & East Dean WI: East Dean Village Hall: 7pm: Guest Speaker 
WI Archivist Alison Merriman, The History of the WI 
Fri 19th Public Holiday 
Fri 19th - Mon 22nd Easter Activities: Weald & Downland Living Museum 
Fri 19th - Mon 22nd West Dean Gardens' Easter Trail 
Sun 21st Easter Sunday 
Mon 22nd Public Holiday 
Mon 29th VGC Bacon Bap Morning: East Dean Village Hall: 10.30am  

 

May 2019 
Sat 4th The Big Brekkie: 9am: Singleton Village Hall 
Sat 4th Goodwood Horseracing 
Sun 5th & Mon 6th Spring Show: Weald & Downland Museum 
Sat 11th The Sussex Yeomanry Association Spring Service: Waymark Memorial, 
Charlton: 11:30hrs 
Mon 13th Community Cafe: Singleton Village Hall: 10.30am 
Wed 15th Singleton and Charlton Annual Parish Meeting: Singleton Village Hall: 
7pm 
Thu 16th Singleton & East Dean WI: Singleton Village Hall: 7pm: Resolutions: 
Guest Speaker Lynda Kessler, Parham House 
Thu 23rd - Sat 25th Goodwood Horseracing & Food Festival 
Tue 28th Craft Club: The Rectory: 2pm 
Wed 29th Singleton and Charlton Full Annual Parish Council Meeting: Singleton 
Village Hall: 7pm 

 

June 2019 
Fri 7th Goodwood Horseracing (Evening) 
Sat 8th East Dean Church Fete: The Old Rectory, East Dean 
Sun 9th Goodwood Horseracing 
Fri 14th Goodwood Horseracing (Evening) 
Sat 15th VGC Rose Show: East Dean Village Hall: 2.30pm 
Thu 20th Singleton & East Dean WI: East Dean Village Hall: 7pm: Guest Speaker 
Zoe’s Chef: From The Midlands to a Michelin! 
Fri 21st Goodwood Horseracing (Evening) 
Sat 22nd Singleton Fete: Singleton Cricket Field 

 

July 2019 
Fri 4th - Sun 7th Goodwood Festival of Speed 
Sun 14th Rare Breeds Show: Weald & 
Downland Museum 
Wed 17th Singleton and Charlton Full 
Parish Council Meeting: Singleton 
Village Hall: 7pm 
Thu 18th Singleton & East Dean WI: 
East Dean Village Hall: 7pm: Summer 
Party 
Sat 27th East Dean Summer Hog Roast: 
East Dean Village Hall: 6.30pm 
Tue 30th - Sat 3rd (Aug) Goodwood 
Horseracing 

 

August 2019 
Tue 30th (Jul) - Sat 3rd Goodwood 
Horseracing 

The Diary 
Here’s a quick overview of what’s actually going on, in and around the villages of the Lavant Valley in the 

coming months. Do please let us know if we’ve missed anything and we’ll add it next time for the benefit of all. 

The Team 
Ted Salmon, Editor 

editor@valleydiary.org, 07423 117091 

David Mather, Advertising & Accounts, 

david@valleydiary.org, 01243 811451 

Chris Kelly, Distribution 

chris@valleydiary.org, 01243 811833 

John Elliott, Inserts, 

john.elliott811929@btopenworld.com, 01243 

811786 

 
The Distribution Team 

East Dean: Tim Weeks, Wendy Heather 
Charlton: Penny Buchan, Maggie Russell 

Singleton: Penny Spence, Jane Penny, 
Heather Kaminski, Sue Millar 

West Dean: Carol Corbett, Jonalyn Mills , 
Geoff Osborne, Victoria Muggeridge, Micky 

Johns 
Binderton: Barbara Boxall 

Chilgrove: Jennifer Neelands, Pat Payton  
Strettington: John Elliott 

 
The legal bit: We (The Valley Diary Team) make 

every effort to ensure the accuracy of entries & 
adverts in The Valley Diary (TVD). Content is based 

on the latest info at the time of printing. This may 
change. Every effort will be made to circulate info as 
soon as possible in subsequent editions. This edition 
will not be reprinted and re-circulated if any details 

change during its period of validity. In no 
circumstances can TVD accept any liability for loss 

and damage which may arise or result from any error 
in or omission of any entry or advert whether 

relating to wording space, position, artwork, or 
telephone number. TVD is not an agent for any 

Business or individual within its pages and is unable 
to vouch for advertising claims, professional 

qualifications, trade certifications, membership of 
trade association or content of web sites whose 

addresses may be shown in individual entries or 
adverts published anywhere within its pages. TVD 

advises readers to satisfy themselves as to the type of 
goods or services offered or qualifications held by the 

businesses or individuals appearing in its pages. In 
short, we’re grateful to advertisers for providing 

funds to keep The Valley Diary going but cannot be 
held liable in any way by readers if advertisers don’t 

live up to their claims and we won’t get involved in 
any dispute between advertisers in TVD and their 

customers. 

Deadline for the… 

May 2019 Edition 

All information for inclusion to 

arrive by 12noon please on 

 

Friday 19th April 

 

editor@valleydiary.org 

Submissions, news, reviews, event 

information, photos and anything you 

have to share with your community 

should arrive as soon as possible. 

Got something to add? Please 
let us know by emailing 

 

editor@valleydiary.org 
 

Lots more dates and events can be 
found in the Diary Online at… 

 

...thevalleydiary.org/
diary 

 
Head on over for as many of the dates 

as we can scoop up! 
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Signs of Spring! 

If you walked over Levin 

Down during March, you 

may have noticed that the 

violets were beginning to 

flower. To me, this is one of 

the first signs of Spring. 

Violets are very common, 

but can be difficult to 

identify to species level, for 

a non-botanist such as 

myself, and because they 

hybridise with one another 

frequently! In sheltered 

spots, some may flower in 

February. 

The violets that I took this 

picture of on Levin in mid-

March are possibly the Hairy Violet, Viola hirta, which likes to grow on chalky 

grassland, but could equally be one of those hybrids. If you see white violets, they 

will be a colour variant of the Sweet Violet, Viola odorata, which can also produce 

lilac, pink, or even yellow flowers. 

If you are interested in helping to maintain the diversity of plants and animals 

on Levin Down and would like to join our band of volunteers, please contact 

Sussex Wildlife Trust on 01273 492630 or via www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk or 

telephone me on 01243 811563. Bill Young, Sussex Wildlife Trust Volunteer 

Reserve Manager, Levin Down. 

NAUGHTY ALPACAS 

These two naughty alpacas decided to 

take themselves off for an adventure 

down the Haslemere Road recently 

causing unfortunate delays to 

commuting traffic. Officers attended and 

assisted in their safe return. An 

adventure? 'Alpaca' my bags… Sussex 

Police. 

What’s an Alpaca? 

...a species of South American camelid. 

It is similar to, and often confused with, 

the llama. However, alpacas are often 

noticeably smaller than llamas. The two 

animals are closely related and can 

successfully cross-breed. (Wiki.) 


