
  

 

November 2014 Binderton, Charlton, Chilgrove, East Dean, Singleton, West Dean 

DEATH ON THE 

CHILGROVE ROAD! 
Barry Phillips 

When the speed of traffic & visibility allow, I try to clear all dead game & vermin 

from the Chilgrove road. 

This being between Binderton Lane & Hooks Way. I decided this year to keep a 

proper tally of their numbers in my diary. In 2013, I cleared 29 Badgers from this 

stretch of road. When I came in 1969 to 

Chilgrove & it’s then winding road, I don't 

remember seeing any. Although I enjoy 

shooting & the fruits thereof, I also dress birds 

from the road as often they are very little 

damaged & lead free. (My teeth have been 

cracked by shot in the past!) 

This is the tally so far this year. Normally the 

last three months are the most deadly. 

January/February 2014, despite the floods, 4 

Cock; 4 Hen; 1 Buzzard; 1 Partridge; 2 Mallard; 

4 Badger; 1 Fallow and 1 Roe. March: 16 Cock; 

13 Hen; 2 Partridge; 2 Pigeon; 1 Mallard; 4 

Rabbit; 1 Squirrel; 1 Rat; 1 Hare; 1 Fox and 1 

Badger. April: 13 Cock; 20 Hens; 2 Partridge; 1 Pigeon; 1 Fallow; 4 Badger; 2 Rabbit 

and 1 Squirrel. May: 1 Cock; 2 Hen; 1 Partridge; 1 Pigeon; 1 Green Woodpecker; 1 

Badger and 1 Hare. June: 2 Cock; 1 Hen; 4 Pigeons; 1 Magpie; 1 Goldfinch; 1 

Squirrel; 2 Badger; 1 Crow; 2 Rabbit; 1 Badger; 1 Fox and 1 Stoat. July: 1 Cock; 3 

Pigeon; 1 Fox; 1 Badger; 1 Mouse and 1 Rat. August: 1 Cock; 7 Hen; 7 Pigeon; 4 

Rabbit; 1 Roe; 1 Rat; 1 Squirrel and 2 Badger. September: 33 Cock; 34 Hen; 1 

Partridge; 1 Pigeon; 2  Tawny Owl; 2 Squirrel; 6 Rat; 3 Rabbit; 4 Roe and 2 Badger. 

Please ask your friends, families & visitors to drive with care. I am sure there must 

be many cars with dents. I am amazed that I have not seen any motor cyclists 

injured. Speed kills! I will let you know next year how the wildlife fared in the final 

three months. 

The  
Partridge Inn 
Singleton 

www.thepartridgeinn.co.uk 

01243 811251 

What’s On…. 

 

WEDNESDAYS  
 PIE & PINT £10! 

 

THURSDAYS  
STEAK & PINT £15! 

 

 FRIDAYS 
HAPPY HOUR 6-7 
£1 OFF DRINKS! 

West Dean Pre-School 

Nursery 
Ages 2½ - 5 

Monday to Friday 

9.05am - 1pm 

(Within the grounds of West Dean 

Primary School) 

For more information 

phone 

Paula 

on 

01243 811423 

East Dean Village Hall 

Quiz – Dinner and a 

Show for £6! 

With the clocks gone back and a glorious 

summer fading into pink-hued memory, you 

probably find yourself thinking:- “If only 

there was something to do in the boring bit 

of November, after we’ve chucked out the 

manky pumpkins from Halloween and 

picked up the spent rockets of Bonfire 

Night. What, oh what, can we do to fill the 

empty evenings between now and 

Christmas?” 

Well folks, here at East Dean Village Hall we 

hear your cries and feel your pain. So, on 

Tuesday 18th November, the Autumn Quiz 

and Casserole Night will be the event of the 

pre-advent season. And, remarkably, the 

price of a ticket is being held – for the fifth 

consecutive year – at £6 per person. For 

that you will get a generous helping of 

homemade beef stew, made with East Dean 

reared beef (or homemade vegetarian 

lasagne) served with a large baked potato 

and followed by three rounds of 20 general 

knowledge questions and then, if that were 

not enough amusement, a raffle! All you 

have to bring is your wits and whatever 

wine, beer, mead or Scrumpy takes your 

fancy. 

Space limits us to 12 tables of six people, so 

gather together five friends you like to have 

a laugh with and book a table as soon as 

possible. Or, alternatively, book individual 

seats and take pot luck on who you find on 

your team – either way it will be a fun 

evening, with simply glittering prizes! 

To reserve your tickets please ring Tim 

Weeks on 811992. As ever, first come, first 

served. 

http://www.thepartridgeinn.co.uk
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The Team 
Ted Salmon 

Editor  

ted@valleydiary.org 

07717 005638 

David Mather 

Advertising & Accounts  

david@valleydiary.org  

01243 811451 

Chris Kelly 

Distribution  

chris@valleydiary.org 

01243 811833 

John Elliott 
Inserts 

01243 811786 
john.elliott811929@btopenworld.com 

 
The Distribution Team 

East Dean 
Tim Weeks 

Pearl O’Leary 
Charlton 

Penny Buchan 
John Elliott 
Singleton 
Sue Millar 

Jane Penny 
Heather Kaminski 

West Dean 
Carol Corbett 
Jonalyn Mills  

Geoff Osborne 
Victoria Muggeridge 

Binderton 
Barbara Boxall 

Chilgrove 
Peter Rice 

Strettington 
John Elliott 

 
The legal bit: W e (The Va lley  Dia r y  Tea m) ma ke 
every effort toensure the accuracy of entries &adverts in 

The Valley Diary (TVD). Content is based on the latest 
info at the time of printing. This may change. Every 

effort will be made to circulate info as soon as possible in 
subsequent editions. This edition will not be 

reprintedand re-circulated if any details change during 
its period of validity. In no circumstances can TVD 

accept any liability for loss and damage which may arise 
or result from any error in or omission of any entry or 

advert whether relating to wording space, position, 
artwork, or telephone number. TVD is not an agent for 

any Business or individual within its pages and is unable 
to vouch for advertising claims, professional 

qualifications, trade certifications, membership of trade 
association or content of web sites whose addresses may 

be shown in individual entries or adverts published 
anywhere within its pages. TVD advises readers to satisfy 

themselves as to the type of goods or services offered or 
qualifications held by the businesses or individuals 

appearing in its pages. In short we`re grateful to 
advertisers for providing funds to keep The Valley Diary 

going but cannot be held liable in any way by readers if 
advertisers don`t live up to their claims and we won`t 

get involved in any dispute between advertisers in TVD 
and their customers. 

Breakfast with a view at West 

Dean this summer: Get your 

weekend off to a great start 

and come to West Dean for 

breakfast with a view!  From 

now on West Dean's 

Restaurant, Shop and 

Gardens will be opening early 

and serving breakfast 

between 9am until 12noon on 

Saturdays, Sundays and Bank 

Holidays 

WEST DEAN TEA AND CHAT 

Are you an older person 

living in the valley who 

would enjoy meeting with 

others in pleasant 

surroundings? 

Come and join us at West Dean 

Gardens restaurant on alternate 

Mondays, fortnightly from 

10.30am to 12.00noon 

Come and find out more and let 

us know the kind of activities and 

opportunities that would benefit 

you and your community. 

For further information (ladies 

and gentlemen of retirement age) 

please contact Barbara Boxall on 

01243 839785 
SUBMISSIONS FOR 

INCLUSION 

In the pursuit of clarity and efficient 

communication, from this month, we’re 

asking for people to submit anything 

they have for inclusion in The Valley 

Diary straight to Ted at the email address 

ted@valleydiary.org, not via David 

Mather. Submissions and 

communication is preferable by email 

where possible as, obviously, it provides 

a permanent record and one which can 

be dealt with when time permits. It also 

means that Ted doesn’t have to take time 

out to do all the typing for people! So if 

you can’t submit by email, please ask a 

friend who can before turning to the last 

resort, which is contact by telephone. 

If you need to get a quote for an advert or 

talk money for any other reason, then 

please continue to contact David at 

david@valleydiary.org, but anything else, 

it’s straight to Ted please. Thanks. 

ted@valleydiary.org 

BOB GREEN 
It is with sadness that I have to tell you 

that Bob Green, of The Old School, 

Singleton, died peacefully at home on 

Thursday 17th October. Funeral details 

are still being arranged. Michelle Green 

Weald & Downland Open 

Air Museum’s Traditional 

Rural Trades and Crafts 

brochures are about to be 

published! 

They will be full of the usual wide range 

of interesting crafts and skills with lots of 

old favourites and some brand-new 

offerings! There will be a copy tucked 

into the December Valley Diary so be 

ready to devour it and make your 

bookings. As ever Gift Vouchers are 

available in any denominations from £5 

to £100, so if you have people who are 

hard to buy presents for , maybe this will 

be the solution. Diana and the team are 

ready for your calls and emails on 01243 

811021 or courses@wealddown.co.uk. 

Hear from you soon!  

 

LAWN MOWING 

HEDGE CUTTING 

GARDEN CLEARANCE 

 

Personal service from a local 

family business 

 

KEITH GOACHER 

01243 811746 

07976 740748 

Cut and split to your 

requirements 

Seasoned Firewood 
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Music in November 

5th... Dan Russell 
12th... The Neaps 

19th... The Wide Eyes 
25th... Willie Austen 

 

AUTUMN & WINTER FOX 
CLAY SHOOT DATES 

We are pleased to announce the dates for our upcoming 
clay shoots 

17th January 2015 
7th February 
21st March 
18th April 

We are now taking bookings for all of the above dates, 
full payment required on booking. For more details 
please visit our website. 

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEARS EVE 

Christmas party menu available from 1st -24th 
December 

Open Christmas Day from 12pm, tables going 
fast! 

 

New Years Eve – join us to celebrate the New 
Year with a 3 course set menu and live music 

All of the above menus can be found in full on 
our website  

 01243 811461 

enquiries@thefoxgoesfree.com 
www.thefoxgoesfree.com 

You can now follow us on Twitter & Facebook 

THE BOOKKEEPING 

HOUSE 

FOR ALL YOUR BOOKKEEPING AND 

BUSINESS SERVICES REQUIREMENTS 

Let us take away your deadline 

worries 

Sole Traders and small 

businesses a speciality 

You do the work….we’ll do the 

paperwork! 

Free initial consultation 

 

Contact Elena Roberts to 

discuss your requirements 

 

01243 785984 

07774 267128 

thebookkeepinghouse@hotmail.co.uk 

Times of our Lives 

Our jigsaws and posters have been created 

from original collages reflecting the main 

social and cultural events of the latter part of 

the 20th century. We feature the 1950s, 

1960s, 1970s and 1980s, all depicting the 

entire decade in each case as well as a 

version of the complete 20th century. The 

images are in chronological order and we 

include a full index with all of our products. 

These endlessly fascinating jigsaws and 

posters make ideal Christmas, birthday and 

anniversary gifts. We hope you enjoy the 

challenge of identifying as many of the 

people and events depicted as you can – 

there are hundreds within each one, so good 

luck with ‘piecing together the past’! 

Times of our Lives 

 

JIGSAWS & POSTERS 

 

1950s * 1960s * 1970s * 1980s & 

20th Century 

 

IDEAL CHRISTMAS GIFTS 

 

PIECE TOGETHER THE PAST 

 

www.timesofourlivesart.co.uk 

BODY ZONE 

Beauty & Relaxing Treatments in your home or my salon. Facials - Manicures 

- Pedicures - Waxing - Eyelash tinting 

Aromatherapy Massage - Reflexology - Indian Head Massage. Please call 

Carol to discuss. 01730 816803 or 07905 842440 

BELL TENT PARTIES 

Hire our lovely Bell Tent with handmade decorations for children’s parties, 

weddings and family events. 

www.belltentparties.co.uk 

Alice: 07900 523129 

PREGNANCY YOGA CLASSES 

Wednesday evenings  7.15pm—8.45pm. Classes through each trimester 12 

weeks to birth. Chilgrove Business Centre, PO18 9HU. 

jacqui@chichesteryoga.co.uk 

01243 535223 or 07854 441010 
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Francis Ward 
Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Qualified, Registered and fully insured in 

Oil boiler servicing & maintenance 

Oil tank installation 

Heating system design and install 

Swimming pool oil boilers 

Solar heating systems 

Servicing 

Maintenance 

Gas boilers 

Cookers 

Swimming pool gas boilers 

New installations servicing and maintenance 

All aspects of heating and plumbing covered 

Electrical works undertaken by fully qualified Part P registered engineers 

Commercial & Domestic Spas and Swimming Pools service & repairs 

Bletchley Spas & Pools: Brightside, Singleton, West Sussex, PO18 0EX 

Phone: 01243 811960 Mobile: 07941 039378 

A WEST DEAN LAD! 
Carol Corbett (Boxall) 

Born in 1895 Ernest Boxall was one of the lucky ones who survived 

WW1. At the out break of the war in 1914 he was a gardener and labourer 

on West Dean Estate following in the footsteps of his Father and possibly 

his Grandfathers before him. 

On the 2nd of September 1914 he enlisted in The Royal Sussex Regiment 

for three years or longer if the war went on longer. So began his military 

career, which in all the years we knew our Grandad, he never spoke of. So 

we can only guess what he went through, with the help of the information 

we gleaned from his military records. We believe he went off for training to 

Colchester as part of The 7th Battalion Royal Sussex Regt. On May 31st 

1915 he went to France until the 12th July 1916 when he was sent home 

after being wounded on the 8th at The Battle of The Somme. We were told as children that Grandad had some shrapnel in him from the war 

but we were too young to realize what he had been through to get it. December 10th saw him back in France. We have no idea what he went 

through until the 11th of March 1917 when he was sent home again to be posted all over the place until he was transferred to The Royal 

Engineers. Maybe his gardening skills meant he would be good at digging trenches? We will never know. All we do know is he was back in 

France from December 6th 1917 to the 7th January 1919 in which time Sapper Boxall became a 1st class Signaller and an Acting Lance 

Corporal. He was also married on October 28th 1918, while according to his war records he was still in France. Another question we will never 

know the answer to. His time in France ended after he was admitted to hospital in December 1918 with a Hernia in his wound scar. In January 

1919 he came home to England. On February 15th 1919 he was discharged from the army and returned home to 119 West Dean to start a new 

life with his wife and parents. Ernest went on to become the baker at West Dean and father two children, Ernest George and Betty. George 

became a baker until he enlisted at the outbreak of WW2. We can't imagine the pain Ernest must have felt watching his son go off to war only 

25 years after he had done, and probably praying George would not go through the horror he had. We have since found out that George went 

through another hell at Monticassino but that's another life story. I have included a picture of his wedding photo if you can use it. We also have 

seen a picture of the 7th Battalion at Chichester railway station, in the book Great War Britain, West Sussex, Remembering 1914-18 and we are 

99 % sure Grandad is there looking at the camera with heaven knows what going through his mind.  

East Dean and Singleton 

Horticultural Society 

Valley Gardening Club 

The visit to the Sussex Prairie garden 

was a great success. Sixteen of us 

enjoyed this amazing garden, full of 

colour and texture on a perfect 

Autumn sunny afternoon. It is 

designed so you can walk through the 

planting and appreciate it all close to. 

Thank you to all who took part. 

The AGM and quiz night will be held 

at Singleton Village hall on Tuesday 

9th December 2014 followed by 

supper, then Tim Weeks will take us 

through a light hearted quiz, mostly 

on a gardening theme! All members 

are welcome to join a team. Please 

contact a committee member, or just 

turn up. We will need numbers for 

catering so please let Martin or I 

know on 811397 or 811544. 
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Useful Telephone Numbers 
 

Valley Parish (Priest-in-Charge) Kevan Robinson  01243 811213 
Catholic Church       01243 811270  
East Dean Fete       01243 811805 
East Dean PC Clerk      01243 780501 
East Dean Village Hall      01243 811358 
Lavant Road Doctors Surgery     01243 527264 
Lavant Road Pharmacy      01243 380185 
Local Police         111 
Neighbourhood Watch Charlton    01243 811270                                               
Neighbourhood Watch East Dean    01243 TBA 
Neighbourhood Watch Singleton    01243 811451 
Neighbourhood Watch West Dean    01243 TBA 
Police (Local Officer)      077754 06782 
Singleton Fete       01243 818037 
Singleton Chairman      01243 811388 
Singleton School       01243 811679 
Singleton Tearooms      01243 811899 
Singleton Village Hall      01243 811453 

 

Valley Pubs 
The Dean Ale & Cider House     01243 811465 
The Fox Goes Free PH      01243 811461 
The Partridge Inn PH      01243 811251 
The Star & Garter PH      01243 811318 

 

Weald & Downland Open Air Museum 
Office         01243 811363 
Shop         01243 811020 
Post Office        01243 811023 
 

West Dean College       01243 811301 
West Dean Fete       01243 811247 
West Dean Gardens      01243 818221 
West Dean PC Clark      01243 266092 
West Dean School       01243 811247 

 

Valley B&Bs 
27 Charlton        01243 811307 
28 Charlton        01243 811756 
Rooks Hill Lavant       01243 528400 
Rose Cottage Singleton      01243 811607 
Rubens Barn East Dean      01243 818187 
The Fox Goes Free Charlton     01243 811461 
The Old Post Office Singleton     01243 811260 
The Star & Garter East Dean     01243 811318 
Trundlers Studio Annexe Charlton    01243 811686 

2 Grooms Yard, Singleton     07810 301783  

LAVANT 

AUCTIONS 

Last Friday of month 
 

Buy or sell antiques, collectables, silver, 

jewellery, medals etc. 

Viewing 4.00 to 6.00pm, (50p entrance) sale 

6.00pm At Lavant Memorial Hall, Pook Lane, 

Lavant, PO18 0AH 

 

Call Jane on 07952 192871 

(can collect or view for valuation prior to sale)  

GMT: Monday, Tuesday, W ednesday & Thursday: 
10.30hrs to 16.00hrs, Closed Fridays 

BST: Monday, Tuesday, W ednesday, Thursday & 
Friday: 10.00hrs to 16.00hrs, Saturday: 10.00hrs to 12.00hrs 

  

MUCKY MUTTS 

Professional dog grooming 

City & Guilds level 3 trained 

Grooming breed standard or pet 

trims 

Fully insured 

www.clairesmuckymutts.co.uk 

Claire 07826 220833 

Based in Cocking 

MILESTONE 

GARAGE 

COCKING 

 

SERVICING - REPAIRS 

MOTs - TYRES 

CAR SALES 

 

Courtesy Car Available 

 

01730 813148 
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COMPETITIVE TYRE SALES FOR WHEEL 

BARROW 

QUAD BIKE, CAR, VAN, 4X4 & 

TRACTORS 

PUNCTURE REPAIRS AND BATTERIES 

LOCAL CALL OUT SERVICE 

Unit 15 Temple Bar Business Park 

Strettington 

Nr Chichester 

West Sussex 

PO18 0TU 

01243 774713 

Languages Tuition  

by native French and Spanish speaker. 

Grew up in Spain with French-speaking 

mother. London University dual honours 

degree. Ran TEFL school in Spain. Full 

time languages teacher in England for 12 

years. Individuals and groups to degree 

level. Specialist tuition for GCSE, A-Level, 

one-to-one intensive sessions, business 

fluency. Mature students welcome 

 

07973 509371 

Viviane Hilley 

and on SKYPE 

Gleam Team 
for a Dream Clean 

Call the Gleam Team for 

Complete House Spring Cleaning, 

'New Build' Cleans or Sparkle Cleans 

- carried out Weekly/

Fortnightly  

 

Ironing service a 

speciality 

 

Office: 023 9278 5868 

Mobile: 07825 618121 

 

References/

recommendations available 

on request 

 B E R R Y   S T O N E W O R K 
SPECIALIST IN FLINT/STONE BRICKWORK 

RESTORATION CONSERVATION 

RENOVATION  

D U N C A N   B E R R Y 

duncanpberry@gmail.com 

PHONE 

07557 515314   OR   01243 539279 

Love is in the 

air....in 2015 
Do you have a favourite poem or passage 

from a beloved book that makes your heart 

sing when you read it? Or maybe a song or 

show tune that fills your heart with joy every 

time you sing it or perhaps a piece of music 

that speaks the language of love? 

Continuing in the great East Dean tradition 

started by Geraldine Hamilton, on Friday 

13th February 2015, East Dean Church will 

be hosting an evening of poetry, prose, song 

and music to celebrate the theme of love. 

Over the years the church has hosted these 

marvellous light entertainment soirees, 

where we gather to share stories, songs, 

poems and music, with a little light 

refreshment in the middle. 

We are looking for contributors so if you are 

interested in joining in and contributing to 

the evening please contact Sara Alliss either 

by email sara@allissinwonderland.co.uk or 

by phone 07887 775502 

These evenings are great fun and bring 

friends together from across the 

valley; all are welcome so please put 

this date in your diaries for next year. 

More information will follow in the 

New Year. 

FOOTPATH WARDEN Jill 

Mountford is the Warden in East 

Dean. Like to report a blocked path or 

broken style? Please give her a call on 

811358 

LUCY’S YOGA CLASSES 

AUTUMN 2014 Mondays 15th 

September to 15th December, 13 

sessions. Singleton Village Hall. 2.30 

to 3.45. Lucy Younger 01243 572245 

luyounger@talktalk.net 

New Yoga Class - Beginners 

welcome! Look forward to 

winding down and relaxing after a 

busy week. FRIDAY NIGHTS 6.30 to 

7.30pm, SINGLETON VILLAGE 

HALL. It all started in September but 

you can still join in at £7.00 per class. 

To secure a place or for more 

information please ring Fern 01243 

818058 

gemma sharpe ORGANIC AND 

NATURAL BEAUTY 

SPECIALISTS a bespoke 

personal service from the salon owner 

in her spacious salon in 

Knockhundred Row, Midhurst 

www.gemmasharpe.co.uk, 01730 

810082 

HOME FOOT CARE Foot, leg 

washing and nail clipping service in 

your own home. Includes 

moisturising massage. Nail painting if 

required. Qualified and insured. 

01243 811442 evenings 

For Sale:=2 x HP Inkjet Print 

Cartridges, No. 336, unused. £15 

for the two. Please telephone Ann on 

811638 

PROFESSIONAL PEOPLE forced 

to retire early looking to set up own 

company. Offering administration, 

temping, management, also dog 

walking, house/pet/relative sit, drop 

off, pick up, answer phones, do 

shopping etc. Responsible, reliable 

service for reasonable rates - by hour, 

day, week. Call Boomers - T. 01243 

779976 E. cslade10@gmail.com 
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The Weald & Downland is England’s leading 

museum of historic buildings and traditional rural 

life. Why not become a VOLUNTEER (no 

previous experience needed!); or a FRIEND 

who can benefit from year round free admission, 

including special events 

 

Tel 01243 811363 

 Quality Painting & 

Decorating 

Interior 

and Exterior 

P D McCann 
Professional 

Specialist in Hand Painted furniture and Kitchens - Fire & 

Flood Damage 

General Repair & Maintenance 

Free Estimate - MOD Approved 

Experienced in large jobs 

30 Years Experience - VAT EXEMPT! 

01243 811441 

RUBBISH CLEARANCE 

Garden Shed and Household 

Clearance 

ALL TYPES OF 

GARDENING WORK 

Strimming, Hedge Cutting, Lawn 

Mowing, Shrub Pruning, New Borders 

Created, etc… etc… 

GARY 

01243 811217 

Mobile: 07977 346380 

East Dean Village Clean Up 

Sunday 16th November 

10.30am 

Pond Green 

WEST DEAN 

MACMILLAN 

FUNDRAISER 

We would like to thank everyone who 

made cakes, donated tombola prizes 

and everyone else who helped to make 

the Macmillan fundraiser at The Dean 

a great success. We raised £340 - a little more than the previous year. Special 

thanks must go to Petworth Surgery for their generous donations, the staff at the 

pub and to the West Dean Bowls Club for their wonderful support. See you next 

year. Joyce, Theresa John, Viv, Kate, Julia and Jonalyn Mills. 

SINGLETON VILLAGE 

HALL SKITTLES 
Well, the skittle alley has arrived and we LOVE 

IT! We have just held an open evening for 

people to come and see it and have a go. All 

who came had a great time with lots of 

laughter and even some skill. There were those 

who were convinced that the hall floor slopes –

not their aim of course. Please come and join 

the fun on Thursday 13th November from 

7.30. £2 to include a sausage in a roll. Tea and 

coffee available, bring your own wine/beer etc. 

We are planning to hire the hall and skittle 

alley out for parties. Hire charge will be £8 per 

hour for locals and £10 per hour for others. A 

refundable deposit of £50 will be charged. The hall committee will be 

responsible for putting the alley up and taking down. All further enquiries 

to the bookings secretary  811365. 
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ROGER GUNN 

Garden Machinery 

Sales & Service Specialist 

25yrs+ Exp. - Fast reliable Service  

 

Located at Binderton  

 

Competitive rates - On site advice 

New machines with discount 

Part Exchange - Collection 

Delivery 

 
www.rogergunn.co.uk 

 

01243 786003 

07979 752242 

MIDHURST 

LOGS 

 

2yrs Seasoned 

Hardwood Cut and 

Split to order 

Est. Since 1993 

 

Call for current prices 

Including Local Delivery 

 

Rob: 01730 815302 or 07787 565544 

Chris: 07793 017181 

 Caytons Limited 

Stuart A Haill 
Specialist Oil Fired Heating Engineer 

Tel: 01798 344213 

Mobile: 07779 11 33 43 

E-mail: caytons.ltd@virgin.net 

We have! Or, to be more precise, a Flood Action Group. After a pretty close shave last year 

and some heroic work by a few individuals in protecting vulnerable properties, a FAG was 

formed a couple of months ago to try and avoid this happening again. Carol Thompson 

volunteered to be Chairman, a truly noble deed. Quite a lot has happened since then. With 

winter approaching we have had to meet fortnightly. Because of the size of the group we can 

only really act for Singleton and Charlton. Sadly our remit cannot extend further – although 

we are happy to share our knowledge and provide positive support. 

We have had a presentation form the National Flood Forum, which is a charity, set up to 

support FAGs up and down the country, they have also shown us a wide range of products 

that are available for homeowners to protect their properties. If you would like some 

information, please get in touch via the link below. Our main aims are twofold; firstly, to 

provide early warning of an impending flood, to actively support vulnerable villagers, to 

provide contact points to call in times of crisis and to obtain and regulate the distribution of 

sandbags. Secondly, we are also committed to prevention. A surprising amount of work has 

already happened with this in mind. This reached its zenith this weekend. In Singleton we 

were able to completely clear the riverbed all the way from the Leys to the far end of the 

Cricket pitch, the aim being to allow water through the village and out the other side! We 

have also done the same in Charlton. Grateful thanks to the volunteers and the equipment 

supplied by ‘Lawns & Hedges’. We were lucky enough to have professional advice 

throughout. The food providers kept us at it and helped make it such a memorable weekend, 

Rachel’s pizzas ‘topping’ it off. The highest praise must go to the Lavant Valley Scouts. They 

simply tore into the task and did it brilliantly. What we cannot do is protect individual 

homes – it is their responsibility to flood proof their properties. 

What next? An emergency action plan is 

nearing completion, we aim to purchase a 

number of lightweight, disposable 

sandbags. Negotiations with the 

Environment Agency, West Sussex County 

Council, Goodwood Estates and others are 

taking place to seek more permanent 

solutions. We aim to bid for Government 

funds, via ‘Operation Watershed’, to make 

this happen. We hope to purchase a certain 

amount of equipment (such as traffic signs) 

to ensure the safety of the villages in a time 

of crisis. Lastly, we have now have direct 

liaison with the Parish Council to ensure 

positive and mutual support for our villages. 

singletonfag@gmail.com 

NEIL A HEDGER, Vice Chairman, 

Singleton and Charlton Flood Action Group 

 Herniman 

Interiors 

Quality Hand Made 

Curtains/Soft Furnishings, 

Bespoke Blinds: Roller, 

Venetian Roman, Vertical 

FREE HOME  

CONSULTATION 

Denise Herniman 

07976 777271  or  01243 811634 

www.herniman.co.uk 

2 Sycamore Cottages, Church Lane, West Dean 

MATHS 

COACHING 
Mathematics coaching from key 

stage 2 through to G.C.S.E. 

Common entrance at 11+ and 13+ 

and academic scholarship and help 

for home educated 

Tel. 01243 607216 

Mob.  07981 274450 

rmporter@btinternet.com 

ANYONE GOT A FAG? 
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100 CLUB WINNERS 

Lesley Calloway 

1st… K Thompson 

2nd… D Snow 

3rd… J McDonald 

East Dean 

Service Station 

AUTOMOBILE 

ENGINEERS 

CAR BODY REPAIRS 

MOT Tests 

01243 811665 

01243 811750 

Clock conservation 

restoration & repair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jon Butt Bsc (Hons) T. 023 92 631836 

E. hello@jonbuttclocks.co.uk 

www.jonbuttclocks.co.uk 

 

 Careful & competent 

WINDOW 

CLEANING 
STEPHEN PINE 

Please ask for a quotation 

stephennpine@gmail.com 

01243 670191 

07887 752056 

Musings from your Parish Council, October 2014 

This entry comes to you from your Singleton and Charlton Parish Council Chairman 

Goodwood tell us that under a new agreement the air ambulance and police helicopters may 

land to refuel at night at Goodwood. Both are based at Redhill but they always need to be 

within 20min of a refuelling site. The aerodrome will also be repairing its grass runways. 

Previously the remedy had been to add rubble but now they will dig this away and replace it 

with earth and turf. The repairs will not change the size limit on visiting aircraft. The two 2-

seat Spitfires are cleared for passengers - 20 minutes for £2,450. There is also now a 

Mustang based at Goodwood. 

The Wildlife Trust tell us that they have been advised to increase the grazing on Levin Down 

over the winter. Currently there are about 70 sheep and this will be increased to 250 for the 

winter. They may later introduce some ponies. Goats would be ideal for eating the brambles 

but they would have escaped by the second day. Badgers are protected in our area and there 

is no cull. However, Goodwood has asked that if you see a dead badger on the roadside you 

should phone them on 07909 876823. They will remove the body and check for TB infection. 

Your Parish Council has had one vacancy for too long. With the arrival of the Valley Flood 

Action Group we thought that we would all benefit if the vacancy were filled by a VFAG 

volunteer. We are delighted to report that it looks like this will have been arranged by the 

time you read this note. 

The revival of the Jubilee Gardens is under way. We have cleared away the undergrowth and 

cut the grass. Now we need to thin out the trees. We have consulted a tree surgeon who has 

suggested we take down the 4 trees nearest the road and leave 6 trees as a 'collar' around the 

back and two sides. Maybe there will be room for a bench. We are now seeking planning 

approval. 

Looking back over the summer, WSCC has worked hard to improve the flow of the river 

alongside the A286 main. They have removed tree roots, cut the banks back, bagged them 

and raised the edge next to the bridge to reduce the overflow onto the road. This should 

reduce the waves caused by fast traffic. Southern Water has been working on the main sewer 

between Singleton and Charlton, lining it and making good the identified leaks. They hope to 

complete the work before the Wet Season starts. The Environment Agency is looking to 

manage the surges of water that follow rain onto saturated ground. They are studying the 

techniques introduced in Somerset such as flooding upstream fields, dredging and widening 

the river course. You may sometimes be tempted to feel that nothing ever happens but this is 

real progress. All three agencies plan that when the next dry season comes around they will 

improve on the work done to date. 

Distributers are urgently need 

for the Valley Diary in the 

Chilgrove Area. If you are able to 

help please contact Chris, by 

phone 01243811833 or email at 

chris@valleydiary.org 
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New Yoga Class   

Beginners welcome! 

Look forward to winding down and 

relaxing after a busy week  

FRIDAY NIGHTS 6.30 to 7.30pm  

SINGLETON VILLAGE HALL 

Starting Friday 26th September £72 per 

term. 

To secure a place or for more 

information please ring Fern 01243 

818058 

A MAGICAL 

CANDLELIT 

WALK 
During the hours of dusk and darkness 

visitors to the Weald & Downland Open Air 

Museum can enjoy an enchanting and 

atmospheric winter’s evening. With just oil 

lamps and candle light to shine the way 

around the Museum’s houses, a taste of the 

past is recreated set against the tranquillity 

of the countryside. 

The Museum will be opening its doors on 

Friday 28th November, from 5pm – 7.30pm 

for booked visitors. The event takes the 

form of a guided walk through the Museum 

stopping at some of the houses to discover what the hours of darkness meant to 

the people who lived there in the past. Discover who would be out after dark, what 

they would be doing, how they lit their homes and kept warm. Each house will be 

authentically illuminated by the warm glow of crackling open fires and candles. 

Richard Pailthorpe, Museum Director commented: “The Museum is a magical 

place at dusk and during darkness - it gives visitors a unique experience. Today we 

are so accustomed to our homes being lit up, that it is difficult to imagine how our 

ancestors lived with only a candle for seeing in the dark.” 

The walk has been carefully designed for a small group of people and will finish 

with hot refreshments. To avoid disappointment early booking is strongly 

recommended. Tickets cost £15 each and can be booked by phone: 01243 811021 

or email:courses@wealddown.co.uk. 
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THE VALLEY PARISH 

“One Church at worship; three buildings for worship” 

News from the Parish, Deanery & Diocese 

Priest-in-Charge:  The Rev. Kevan Robinson 

The Rectory, Singleton, P018 0EZ 

01243 811213 

k.robinson275@btinternet.com 

 

Churchwardens:  W endy Goacher  01243 811641  

Lisa Emmerson  01243 811939 

 

PCC Secretary:   K aren Searle Barrett 01243 811427 
karen.chris1@btinternet.com 

VALLEY WORSHIP IN NOVEMBER 
 

SUNDAY 2nd  8am  Eucharist      Singleton 
     10am Parish Eucharist    East Dean 
     5.30pm All Saints’ Patronal Evensong   East Dean 

SUNDAY 9th  Remembrance Sunday 
     8am  Eucharist      East Dean 
     10am Parish Eucharist    West Dean 
       and Remembrance 
       Sunday service 

SUNDAY 16th 8am   Eucharist      Singleton 
     10am Parish Eucharist    Singleton 
       (with All Stars) 

SUNDAY 23rd 8am  Eucharist      East Dean 
     10am Family Eucharist    West Dean 

All Saints’ Day is the Patronal Festival of All Saints’ Church, East Dean and will be marked by a 

choral Evensong service on Sunday 2nd November at 5.30pm.  Also don’t forget our 

Remembrance Sunday service at West Dean on Sunday 9th.  

 

All Stars will be at Singleton this month – and who are All Stars? It is the new name for our 

junior church/Sunday school group. They meet once a month on the third Sunday – all 

children welcome, so do come and give it a try. 

 

New! Rev K ev w ill be starting a w eekly pastoral drop -in ‘clinic’ to be held on 

Thursdays at The Rectory – starting very shortly, so watch out on the notice boards for more 

information. 
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Amelia Warren  

Interior Design  

Website: www.ameliawarreninteriordesign.co.uk 

 Email: ameliawarren@btinternet.com 

Experienced interior designer providing advice 

on design schemes alongside made to measure 

curtains, blinds and upholstery. 

Please visit my website for more information on ser-

vices provided, view completed projects and client 

testimonials 

Wellsworth Lane 

Rowlands Castle 

07753 362842 

 

PATHS & 

DRIVES 

D S & P Humphrey 
BLOCK PAVING 

landscaping - concrete laying - patios 

GROUNDWORK UNDERTAKEN 

Tel: 01243 811685 

Paul: 01243 811518 
PRIDE IN WORK 

Levin Down 

Update 
Contractors and Volunteers have all 

been busy on the reserve - particularly 

around the North side where large 

amounts of invasive scrub has been 

cleared. This is all part of the plan to 

reverse the proportions of scrub and 

open grassland on the reserve - the 

Management Plan aims for 70% open 

grass and 30% mixed species and aged 

scrub. Without this careful 

management we would soon loose the 

open chalk grassland with its rich 

variety of plants and associated insects 

and other creatures. The scrub too is 

certainly valuable - providing shelter, 

food and variety - but as in all aspects 

of conservation it is about maintaining a balance. There 

will soon be more sheep on the reserve to undertake the 

critical winter grazing. The summer saw a welcome 

increase in one of the featured butterflies on the reserve 

- the Grizzled Skipper - the larvae of this butterfly feeds 

on wild strawberry. Two of the scrub species which are 

of interest at this time of year are Sloe - berries currently 

in abundance, and spindle with its attractive seed. If you 

see any species of particular interest on the reserve 

please let the Sussex Wildlife Trust know on 01273 

492630 

OBITUARY 

PROFESSOR ROBERT 

(Bob) COHEN of East 

Dean, suddenly on 

Friday 17th. October 

aged 81. Our sympathy 

to Barbara, Martin, 

Susan and family. 
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STOP PRESS! Nyetimber Seafood Van open every 

Saturday & Sunday 12-6! Join us for a glass of 

English fizz & our delicious Selsey Crab or Lobster 

& frites. 

M N ELECTRICAL 

Electrical Installation and 

Design 

Inspection and Testing 

From a new socket to a 

complete rewire 

NICEIC Approved Contractor 

01243 573790 

07932 623763 

Call 

Clive 

ADMINISTRATION/PA 

A very varied role working in the 

administration office in Chichester for two 

children's nursery. 

 

Applicants must have the ability to work 

independently, be highly organized and be 

fully proficient with Microsoft Office 

Suite.  The successful candidate will have 

an excellent telephone manner, some simple 

bookkeeping experience and will have worked 

in an office environment. 

18 hours per week over 3 days. Excellent pay 

and holiday allowance 

Please phone Anne on 0844 8002279 

EAST DEAN FOOTBALL CLUB 

Phil Cooper, Secretary 

East Dean ended September on a winning note with a 2 1 

victory at home to Yapton in the West Sussex Football League 

Centenary Cup, with goals from James Ford and Aaron 

Freeman. The following Saturday we made the journey to 

Rudgwick for a league game, coming away with a point after a 4 – 4 draw, goalscorers Karl 

Clark (2), James Ford and Nathan Freeman. On the 11th October we travelled to Cuckfield to 

play Cuckfield Rangers in the Sussex Intermediate Cup, a 1.30pm kick off time meant that a 

number of players were unable to make the trip, and the afternoon proved to be somewhat 

of a disaster with the Dean suffering its worst defeat for some while, the final score being 11 

– 3 to the home team, East Dean’s goals were scored by Karl Clark, Aaron Freeman and Ben 

Pett, in his debut game for the club. The following Saturday saw the team back at Gasson 

Meadow and obviously pleased to be back in familiar surroundings as we returned our best 

result of the season so far with a 7 – 0 victory against Cowfold Reserves, goals from Aaron 

Freeman (3), Gary Davies, James 

Ford, Craig Gardner and Craig Hillier. 

A welcome three points and the best 

possible way to respond to a 

disappointing exit from the 

Intermediate Cup. 

October ends with a league game on 

the 25th at home to Partridge Green. 

The fixtures for November are not yet 

available, however again we would like 

to thank all those who support the club 

in many different ways and we are 

always more than happy to welcome 

supporters at home games, and indeed 

grateful for support both home and 

away. 

Chichester Half 

Marathon 2014 

A Special Report by Graham Jessop 

Two years ago saw the revival of the Chichester Half 

Marathon although in a significantly re-vamped format 

and on Sunday 12th October it was back for the third  

time over the new course. The new half marathon is 

now a multi-terrain event, not a road race, and for the third year was managed by the 

Chichester District Council in conjunction with the local based charity Children on the Edge 

(COTE). The weather on Sunday was ideal for the runners and organisers alike. By 8.30 a.m. 

the atmosphere in the race village at Chichester College was buzzing as some 700 runners 

prepared themselves for the ‘off’. At 9.00 the runners were sent on their way by Sally Taylor, 

the lead presenter on BBC’s South Today, Councillor Martin Bell the Chairman of Chichester 

District Council and  Shelagh Legrave, Principal of Chichester College. The runners looked a 

splendid sight as they streamed along West Street and East Street, across Oaklands Park and 

out in to the country to take in the Trundle Hill  returning to Chichester by Centurion Way. 

...read the rest of this report at valleydiary.org/chm2014.pdf 
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 JRH CARPENTRY 
and Home Maintenance 

All aspects of bespoke carpentry and home 

maintenance work undertaken. 

Contemporary and Period properties. 

Interior and Exterior work carried out. 

Free Quotation 

Contact Jason Hints 

01243 531590 

07917 823626 

jhr.carpentry@btinternet.com 

Singleton School 

Celebrates 50 Years 

at Charlton Road 

There were celebrations in the air at Singleton 

Primary during October, as the school marked 

the 50th Anniversary of the move to its 

current premises at Charlton Road in 

Singleton. To commemorate this milestone, a 

series of events was held, including an 

exhibition of archived photographs and 

documents in Singleton Village Hall, put 

together by former pupil and resident Diane 

Snow. Dozens of former and current pupils, 

their families and former members of staff 

turned up to see how the school has changed over the past half century. All children and 

families attended a service of thanksgiving at Singleton Church on the actual anniversary, 

Thursday 16th October, and parents then went on to a celebratory dinner at The Fox Goes 

Free, along with former pupils, many of whom remember the school moving from the old 

premises by Singleton Church to the newer Scola building in the centre of the village. 

The highlight of the week for the children was a vintage-style picnic held at the school on 

Friday 17th October, attended by Her Grace, The Duchess of Richmond. All children then 

received a commemorative mug and tea towel and sang to delighted parents and staff. 

Head Teacher, Christopher Todd said, “The week was a true celebration of the best of 

the school and brought together pupils, staff and friends of the school from past and 

present. My thanks to all who supported this anniversary and particularly to the steering 

group who led the organisation of this memorable week.” To mark the anniversary, a group 

of parents, staff and children have created The Singleton Scrapbook, a beautiful collection 

of photographs, memories and archives of the past fifty years, detailing the school’s history, 

links with the local community and how things have changed over the years. Illustrated by 

local artist Chloe Robertson, this  is a beautiful celebration of what a government inspector 

once called “an altogether happy and hopeful little school”. Singleton Primary School would 

like to thank IGas, Wiley, The Hyde Group and McCarthy & Stone for their generous 

sponsorship of this project. The Singleton Scrapbook is available to buy, along with 

commemorative mugs and tea towels, from 

the school office (tel: 01243 811679). 

 

Photograph: Her Grace, The Duchess 

of Richmond with Cristina Pons and 

Malcom Scott, Chair of Governors. 

Specialist Teacher  

 

  Literacy—reading, spelling and phonics 

  Study skills—mind mapping, note taking 

  Multisensory teaching 

  Assessments for teaching programme 

  Tuition available throughout the year 
 

Joanne Stephens OCR Cert SpLD 

 

Tel. 01243 811537 

Mob. 07788 106277 

Insurance and DBS Checked 

GOODWOOD CONFIRM 

DATES FOR 2015 MAIN 

EVENTS 

73rd Members' Meeting 21st & 22nd 

March 2015 

Festival of Speed (including Moving 

Motor Show) 25th - 28th June 2015 

Goodwood Revival 11th - 13th 

September 2015 
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HANDYMAN SERVICES Any of 

those little jobs that still need doing 

Flat pack, lighting, plumbing, painting, 

shelving, glazing. Fully insured and 

guaranteed. Honest and reliable. Based in 

the valley. Please phone Bill on 07801 

737415, email: billpayne1956@gmail.com 

REPORTERS Fancy a go at reporting 

or photographing local events? We need 

people to write short reports and supply 

pictures so if you are interested please 

email david@valleydiary.org 

Computer Problems? 

Locally based in West Dean 

Computer Support Services 

 

FOR ALL YOUR HOME AND OFFICE 

COMPUTING NEEDS 

PC software/hardware problems 

Website hosting, design and support 

networks & wireless configuration 

 

Internet & email configuration 

Get more from your own PC with 

Individual or small group sessions 

E-Mail, Internet, digital photography, Word-processing, 

spreadsheets, managing your files and data, etc 

 

For more information please call 

07968 700083 or E-mail enquiries@ 

chichestercomputerservices.co.uk 

East Dean 

Village Hall 

 

The original village hall has been sensitively 

restored and modernised to include a 

catering standard kitchen and full disabled 

access. With its own car park it is suitable 

for almost any occasion. 

 

To book the Hall, or arrange to see it, 

phone Jill Mountford 01243 811358 

 

www.eastdeanhall.co.uk 

 
SMART DOGS 

Dog Grooming 

At Its Best 

 

 

 

Bathed and professionally groomed 

Lesley 

01243 811805 

East Dean 

CHRISTMAS EVENTS ARRANGED 

BY CHICHESTER AND DISTRICT 

SOCIETY OF MODEL ENGINEERS 

On Sunday afternoons, 7th and 14th 

December 2014, 1pm - 4pm; Blackberry 

Lane, PO19  7FS for a chance to meet 

Santa, and enjoy a Train Ride behind a 

selection of locomotives. Entry £8 for 

children, who will be given a present by 

Father Christmas; and £4 for everybody 

else, which includes a hot or cold drink, 

and a mince or apple pie; the prices are 

the same as last year. Further info on 

www.cdsme.co.uk or phone 07954 

051594 



16 

 

Francis Ward 
Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

 

Do you have LPG? 

 

Qualified in all your LPG domestic cooker & 

boiler installation, servicing needs 

Plus LPG swimming pool boilers 

Please see main advert for other services 

 

T/A Bletchley Spas & Pools, 

Brightside, Singleton, West 

Sussex, PO18 0EX 

01243 811960 

07941 039378 

Homeopath 

SALLY NUNN 

L.C.C.H., R.S.Hom., FSDSHom 

4 St. John’s Street, Chichester 

59 High Street, Arundel 

 

01903 884466 

www.sallynunn.com 

e-mail: homeopathy@sallynunn.com 

 REGISTERED WITH THE SOCIETY OF 

HOMEOPATHS 

WSCC MOBILE 

LIBRARY 

Don’t forget to support the local 

mobile library service. Keep using it 

or risk losing it! 

First & Third Tuesday 

Singleton School 

10.45am to 11.05am 

East Dean Village Hall 

11.15am to 11.45am 

Fourth Friday 

West Dean Stores 

3.15pm to 3.35pm 

Don’t forget your Charity 

Christmas Cards this year! 

Multi Charity Christmas 

cards are on sale in The 

Council House, North 

Street, Chichester from 

4th October – 18th 

December: open 

Monday – Saturday 

9.30 – 4.30. The pop up outlet in 

Midhurst will return to Capron House, 

North Street from 27th October –  16th 

December Monday – Friday 10.00 – 

16.00, Saturday 10.00 – 1.00. Look out for 

the Big Red Santas! 

Over 27 different national charities 

represented, plus many local charities 

including Sussex Snowdrop Trust, 

Chichester Cathedral, Chichester 

Hospitals and Canine Partners. All on 

your door step and under one roof, plus a 

selection of traditional advent calendars, 

wrappings and small gifts. Visit early for 

the best selection and remember the 

charities all benefit enormously from your 

support.  

You can also order online at 

www.cardsforcharity.co.uk 
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VALLEY 

DIARY  

BIRTHS 

MARRIAGES 

AND DEATHS 

 

Please remember we are 

able to record family 

events in the Diary. 

BIRTHS, 

CHRISTENINGS, 

MARRIAGES AND 

DEATHS. 

Please let us have details 

of the event, plus a 

photograph as 

appropriate. 

All free of course. 

The  
Earl  of 
March 
 

01243 533993 

  THANKSGIVING - 27th  NOVEMBER 

 

 MOULES, FRITES & MUSCADET  
 EVERY TUESDAY £12.50!! 

 

HAPPY HOUR 5 – 7 FRIDAYS 
£1 OFF DRINKS! 

 

BOOK NOW FOR CHRISTMAS! 
 

 www.theearlofmarch.com 

Maths Tutor 

One to one  tuition for pupils aged 8 - 14 

Over 19 years experience of 

teaching and tutoring 

Work tailored to individual pace and 

ability 

CRB checked 

Lavant Valley tuition - 'Building 

confidence and skill in mathematics'  

For more information contact 

Fran Chipperfield 

01243 552461 

07561 167352 

chipperfield79@btinternet.com 

2014 ADVERTISERS 
 
How time flies! Next year is almost upon us! 
You are now invited to make contact with us regarding 
the next years advertising please. 
For 2014 we managed to arrange the advertising before 
the start of the year so January 2014 to December 2014 
arrangements were dealt with in good time. 
Now for 2015 
We need to invoice all agreed advertisers for online 
payment, but first wish to know whether for the twelve 
issues in 2015 you will take a box, a double box, (portrait 
or landscape) or a 1/4 page, (portrait, landscape or 
letterbox) priced at £100, £150 and £200 respectively. 
Lineage Ads, are priced individually depending on 
wording and frequency. 
All adverts would include a FREE 250 word ‘advertorial’ 
subject to space being available. Inserts (A5 preferred) 
are also included by arrangement. 
We would like to remind readers and advertisers that 
each month The Valley Diary is issued free to 
households in East Dean, Charlton, Singleton, West 
Dean, Binderton, Chilgrove and a few surrounding areas. 
Posted copies are also available for a small annual fee. 
Currently 850 copies are printed monthly reaching much 
more than 2,500 people living in or visiting the 
region. The Valley Diary website www.valleydiary.org, 
which is currently being updated, also features archived 
copies for reference! That also means that any string of 
text is searchable in Google. Go on - try it! 
The Valley Diary is also distributed to Churches, Public 
Houses, the Doctors Surgery and other centres. So 
visitors have an opportunity to see what is going on, and 
coming up, through the back page Diary list of events. 
Indeed, it is a concise and up to date compendium of 
goings-on in the region. 
We hope that current and past supporters, as well as a 
wide range of local businesses, including Goodwood 
Racing, West Dean College, The Weald and Downland 
Open Air Museum and Chichester Festival Theatre will 
continue with their support and that we can remain a 
valid community publication enabling us to continue to 
support a number of local charities. 
We write this to remind readers that The Valley Diary is 
not only a list of services available in the area, but an 
opportunity for local activities to be featured, generally 
free, but all subsidised by the advertisers, with no profit 
element. 
Our kind regards 
The Valley Diary team. (Including D&DP printers, over 
20 of us!) 
David Mather - david@valleydiary.org - 811451 

SINGLETON 

SCHOOL 

CHRISTMAS 

FAIR 

Friday 5th 

December 

from 5.30pm 

Soup and hot dogs 

Father Christmas 

Cakes 

Raffles 

Games 

Tombola 

Mince Pies 

...and much more! 

Come and watch 

the children carol 

singing outside the 

school prior to the 

Fair 

http://www.valleydiary.org/
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 SUPPLIERS OF MOWERS ( RIDE AND PEDESTRIAN) 

GARDEN EQUIPMENT & COMPACT TRACTORS 

 

SALE, SERVICE / REPAIRS & PARTS 

 

## CALL NOW FOR COMPETITIVE  RATES/SERVICES ## 

FREE DELIVERY AND COLLECTION 

 

Leythorne Nursery, Vinnetrow Road, Runcton, Chichester, West Sussex, PO20 1QD 

Tel: 01243 531298 

www.chichesterfarmmachinery.co.uk 

SINGLETON 

VILLAGE HALL 

Our attractive Village Hall is for hire 

Well equipped kitchen 

Reasonable rates 

All you need for your 

event 

Please contact Sue 

Saunders on 01243 

811365 

Sofa For Sale 

3 seater cream leather sofa, in very good 

condition. Approx: 195 cms wide - 95cms 

deep - 95cms high. £180 ono. Buyer 

collects. (Singleton) Tel: 01243 811607 

BISHOP GEORGE BELL 

DEBATE RECEREATION 

Peter Rice 

Armistice Day is of course on November 11th. It’s 

also 70 Years since D-Day  and the Great Invasion 

which saw the beginning of Nazi Germany's 

defeat. This year also marks Bishop Bell's 

remarkable speech in the House of Lords 

on 9th February 1944. If he had not spoken 

on that day, we would still remember him as a 

good Bishop of Chichester, but the speech he made 

still causes anger and upset, as well as admiration, 

and makes his name resonate with us today. 

Bell was one of the first people to spot the evil 

nature of Hitler's politics in the early thirties. So 

what did he say that so upset people at the time, 

and even today can cause pain? 

He argued that the indiscriminate bombing of 

German cities, with the resultant destruction of large areas of population, was not only 

morally questionable but was destroying much of our common cultural heritage. Was the 

huge loss of German civilian lives, the destruction of churches, libraries, universities and art 

galleries  justified? Were we going to occupy a wasteland when we had defeated Hitler? We 

can ask such questions now, but back in the middle of a life and death struggle, during which 

over 55,000 Allied aircrew died in operations over Germany, you had to be very brave to do 

so. Bell was such a man, and with the safety of hindsight we can admire him. Very few of us, 

however, would have supported him at the time, such was the mood in the country. To 

question the  wisdom of bombing the Germans was to devalue the efforts of aircrew who 

were risking their lives, and insulting the memory of those who had died. You have to 

remember that Hitler controlled the whole of Northern Europe. D-Day, with all it’s 

uncertainty was four months in the future. The only way we could attack Germany itself was 

by bombing. Our increasing success in doing just that was keeping the nation's hope alive. 

At West Dean Church, on Wednesday 26th November, we are going to recreate 

that famous debate in the House of Lords. W e will also hear  eye-witness accounts 

of people who flew on  these bombing raids and what it was like to be bombed, both here 

and in Germany. What was it like to see your husband or son go off on a raid? What did the 

newspapers have to say about George Bell? How did the politicians and the general public 

react? We shall not make judgements, but just try to create the mood of 70 years ago, at a 

time of great peril and importance to our country. I can't pretend it will be easy listening. It 

will need  concentration, but I think you will find it worthwhile. All words will be spoken by 

people you know. There will be a break for tea and a chance to discuss what you have heard. 

No tickets, just a collection for Save The Children. Come along at 7pm. For 

further information contact me on 01243 535246 or email 

pandjrice@yahoo.co.uk 
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 West Dean Stores 
Your local village shop is open  

Call us on 01243 818163 

 

Monday… 8.00 – 5.30 

Tues… 8.00 – 1.00 

Weds, Thurs & Fri… 8.00 to 5.30 

Sat... 8.30 to 4.30 

Sun… 8.30 to 1.00 

 

*Please come and support your local village shop* 

 

Newspapers, Local Fresh Produce, Tobacco, 

Groceries, Alcohol, Sundries and essentials 

Lovely tea rooms and a very warm welcome. 

 

See our enclosed flyer 

The Chichester Singers 
Autumn 2014 Cathedral Concerts 

Sat 8th November 7.30   Britten: War Requiem* 

Sat 6th December 7.30   Handel: Messiah 

With Southern Pro Musica 

(*and the Cathedral choristers) 

Conductor: Jonathan Willcocks 

Tickets: £25, £20, £15, £10 from 

www.chichestertickets.co.uk or 01243 813595 

CAN YOU HELP THE CAT & 

RABBIT RESCUE CENTRE? 

We currently have many cats, rabbits and guinea pigs that are in 

desperate need of loving homes. This year we unfortunately hit a new 

record during kitten season, taking in over 300 kittens in the space 

of just a few months. Many of these cases were simply due to too 

many female cats not being spayed. As a result we are now inundated 

with cats and kittens that need new homes. We can’t stress enough 

how important it is to have your cats spayed and neutered. Rescue 

centres like ourselves are struggling every day to cope with the 

amount of cats that are given up due to unexpected litters of kittens. 

If you are having trouble with getting your female cat spayed then 

please contact us on 01243 641409. We will spay your cat and only 

ask for £10 from you, our charity will cover the remaining cost. If you 

feel that you could rescue a cat, kitten, rabbit or guinea pig and 

provide the loving home that these animals deserve, please don’t 

hesitate to contact us. 

THE CAT & RABBIT RESCUE CENTRE 
Holborow Lodge, Chalder Lane, Sidlesham, PO20 7RJ, 01243 641409, 

info@crrc.co.uk, www.crrc.co.uk 
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The Diary 

November 2014 
Sun 2nd Goodw ood Breakfast Club  
Tue 4th Mobile Library: Singleton 
School: 10.45am; East Dean Village Hall: 
11.15am 
Sat 8th & Sun 9th Br inging Hom e 
the Bacon: Weald & Downland Open Air 
Museum 
Sun 9th Rem em brance Service: 
2.45pm: Singleton Church 
Mon 10th Tea & Chat: W est Dean 
Gardens Restaurant: 10.30am: 839785 
Sat 15th & Sun 16th Christm as 
Market: Weald & Downland Open Air 
Museum 
Sun 16th East Dean Village Clean 
Up: Pond Green: 10.30am 
Tue 18th Mobile Library: Singleton 
School: 10.45am; East Dean Village Hall: 
11.15am 
Tue 18th Autumn Quiz, Dinner  & 
Show: East Dean: 811992 
Mon 24th Tea & Chat: W est Dean 
Gardens Restaurant: 10.30am: 839785 
Wed 26th Singleton Lunch Club: 
Village Hall: 811453/811726 
Fri 28th Mobile Library: W est 
Dean Stores: 3.15pm 
Fri 28th Candlelit W alk: W eald & 
Downland Open Air Museum: 5pm: 
811021 
 
December 2014 
Sun 7th Tree Dressing: Weald & 
Downland Open Air Museum 
Tue 9th Valley Gardening Club 
AGM: Singleton Village Hall: 7pm 
Thu 11th W I Xm as Party  
Wed 17th Singleton Lunch Club: 
Village Hall: 811453/811726 
Fri 26th - Sun 28th Tudor  
Christmas: Weald & Downland Open Air 
Museum 

Here’s a quick overview of what’s actually going on, in and around the villages of the Lavant Valley in the 

coming months. Do please let us know if we’ve missed anything and we’ll add it next time for the benefit of all 

Deadline for the December 
2014 Edition 

 
All information for inclusion to arrive by 

12noon please on 

Friday 21st 
November 2014 

 

ted@valleydiary.org 

Submissions, news, reviews, event 
information, photos and anything you have 

to share with your community should be 
made by email where at all possible. If you 

don’t use email, please ask someone who 
does to help you. 

1916. World War I: All along the line, throats were 

cleared nervously, hands gripped rifles tight. Then the shrill 

of whistles pierced the tense silence: the battle of the Somme had 

begun. In the trenches of the 8th Battalion York and Lancaster 

Regiment, bugler Daniel Clay sounded the charge. 703 men 

shinned up ladders and surged forward, their courage tested under 

the enemy's continual bombardment. As they ran towards the 

barbed wire, nine out of ten men fell. Daniel was one of them and 

his body was never recovered from the mud of the battlefield. By 

the end of that summer's day, thousands had died and the casualty 

tally stood at over 61,000. It remains the bloodiest day of the 

British Army's history. Nine decades later, Maurice Green was rooting around a bric-a-brac 

stall in Rotherham. He was drawn to a filthy and battered army bugle. He paid £5, took it 

home and carefully cleaned away the years of grime. And as he polished he saw inscribed on 

the instrument the service number of his grandfather: Daniel Clay. Although Private Clay 

never came home to his family, his bugle did. And once more, on Remembrance Day last 

year, it sounded the Last Post, summoning up the 'pale battalions' of those brave Tommies 

who fought for King and country. Those men who did survive the Great War returned to a 

changed country. The promise of a land 'fit for heroes' never materialised and it fell to the 

newly formed British Legion to help brave veterans in need. 

The Royal British Legion would remind everyone that the Singleton Remembrance Service 

will be held at 2.45pm on Sunday 9th November at Singleton Church. Malcolm Scott 


