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THE FINAL PLUM 
PUDDING? 

 

Douglas Lee and the 
Ariel Consort singers 
have been coming to 
Singleton Church at 
Christmas time for the 
past 26 years. The 
singers themselves 
have long believed 

that Christmas without a vocal visit to 
the Valley would not properly herald 
their holiday. But now, alas, Douglas has 
declared that before they run out of 
steam, they should quit while they are 
ahead.   So a delighted audience on the 
evening of December 16th heard the 
choir for the last time wish us a merry 
Christmas, and declare that they 
wouldn’t leave without a figgy pudding! 
 

It’s been a privilege to be able to 
welcome these professional singers and 
join them every year in a selection of 
carols. They have ensured a good 
evening’s entertainment.   Most recently 
the more traditional carol concert has 
morphed into an concert interspersed 
with readings and performances by 
valley residents and friends. And the 
interval, when the audience is provided 
with delicious mulled wine and mince 
pies, made certain that the spirit of 
goodwill was effectively spread around. 
 

So, now there’s a challenge. What to do 
in 2007? It’s not too early to be thinking 
about what’s to follow. 

THE JOSHUA COURT 
MEMORIAL CUP 
RAISES £1,370 

 

Helen Court 
 

On Wednesday 27 December 2006 the 'old 
boys' once again took on the challenge of the 
current West Dean Football Club in a charity 
match in memory of Joshua Court and in aid of 
The Sussex Snowdrop Trust who were an 
invaluable support during Josh’s illness. 
 

After a promising start with the first half ending one all it all went horribly wrong 
in the second half for the oldies with the final score being 5-3 to the young ones – 
therefore retaining the Cup for the second year running. Following the match, that 
was well attended, the presentation of the Cup and a raffle was held at the Selsey 
Arms. 
 

Man of the Match was sponsored, chosen and presented by Bob Pulley to Phillip 
Muggeridge who, out of all the oldies, was one of the very few to last the whole 90 
minutes although probably not due to his fitness level but by having no choice 
being the referee!! 
 

The whole event was extremely enjoyable and well organised and special thanks is 
sent to Andy and Julie Wheeler for all their time and hard work given in 
organising the day. Thanks is also given to Mark Odin in sponsoring the Cup 
together with Chris Kelly, Ken and Jenny Miles for supplying refreshments on the 
pitch side that were gratefully received by the supporters, many of whom struck it 
out to the bitter end although it has to be said it was no where near as bitterly cold 
as last year! A big thank you is also sent to Mick Mann of Kings Walk Shoot for his 
very generous donation. 
 

The end result of all the fun, hard work, not to mention the aching legs and 
muscles, meant that a whopping £1,370.00 was raised and presented by Andy to 
Kate Shaw the Co-Chairman and Founder of The Sussex Snowdrop Trust. Lastly a 
huge thank you goes to everyone who played, attended and supported the event 
and who knows maybe next year it will be the turn of the oldies to finally raise the 
Cup! 

JUBILEE SEAT RE-DEDICATED 
Many may have noticed that the old curved seat overlooking the cricket ground was 
removed some time ago as it had rotted a little. What you may not know is that this 

was made by Roger 
Champion to celebrate 
the Queens Jubillee in 
1977. 
The seat has now been 
repaired by Roger, placed 
outside the Village Hall 
and re-dedicated to the 
Queen and Phil Norrell, 
who gave so much to the 
village and, in particular, 
the Village Hall. Please 
just sit and enjoy the view 
towards Levin Down. 

 



 Caytons Limited 
Stuart A Haill 

Specialist Oil Fired Heating 
Engineer 

Tel: 01798 344213 
Mobile: 07779 11 33 43 

 

E-mail: caytons.ltd@virgin.net 

 
 

LAVANT HOUSE 
CHICHESTER 

Independent day and 
boarding school for girls 

 

Junior 4 to 11 years 
Senior 11 to 16 years     Sixth Form 

 

Tel: 01243 527211 
Email:office@lavanthouse.org.uk 

Herbaceous Perennial 

PLANTS 
 

WIDE CHOICE OF 
PERENNIAL PLANTS 

 

FOR YOUR GARDENS & PATIOS 
 

J Court - Lodgehill Farm 

TEL: 01243 535245 
 

ALSO FRESH FREE 
RANGE EGGS FOR SALE 

Gifts with a difference!  
Wide range of handmade gifts for all occasions by local 
craftswoman. Handpainted silk scarves, pictures, cards. 

Handspun/dyed hats, sweaters - natural or modern 
dyes. Kits for silk paper, knitting, felt-making, braiding.  

And much more!  

Michelle Green 811 783  
mhgreen@handspin.fsnet.co.uk 

 THE DOG HOUSE 
Professional Dog 

Grooming Service 

The Old Dairy, Leggs Farm, 

Heyshott, Midhurst, West Sussex, 

GU29 0DJ 

Louise Brown 

07775 

945721 

SINGLETON 
VILLAGE FETE 

Saturday 28 July 2007! 
 

David Mather 
 

If you are looking at your diary and 
arranging a holiday or other activity 
during this New Year please remember 
this important date to be here! 

 K.M.C.ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES 

 

DOMESTIC INSTALLATIONS 

P.A.T. TESTING 

COMMERCIAL ELECTRICS 

AND 

MAINTENANCE SERVICES 

 

J.I.B. APPROVED 
 

Phone: Keith on 01243 780900 

Mobile :07763 923861 

OPEN AIR MUSEUM 
IS THE PLACE TO BE 
AT CHRISTMAS ! 

 

Cathy Clark 

 

The Weald & Downland Open Air 
Museum’s ‘Sussex Christmas’ event once 
again proved incredibly popular with 
another significant increase in visitor 
numbers (over 4500 in total) during the 
7 days from Boxing Day until New Years 
Day. Boxing Day as always was the 
busiest with visitor numbers topping the 
1000 mark for the first time – it seems 
like the Museum is the place to come to 
walk off the turkey and enjoy the 
traditions of Christmas past! Visitors 
enjoyed tasty Christmas fare, warming 
drinks, period music, carols, storytelling, 
traditional games and a chance to see the 
historic houses decorated for Christmas 
as they would have been when they were 
originally built. 

FEBRUARY FUN! 
 

Cathy Clark 

 

Don’t forget February Fun Half Term 
activities at the Weald & Downland 
Open Air Museum: Monday 19th 

February - Friday 23rd February 2007 
 

What do you mean ‘it’s cold’? Put on 
your winter woollies and wellies, come to 
the museum and warm up with a week of 
creative activities and countryside skills: 
 

outdoor trails, arts, crafts, and ideas to 
inspire accompanied children of all ages. 

 

From 11am - 4pm 
Under cover if wet 

MANY THANKS 

Ray and Owen Budd would like 
to thank the residents of Charlton 
who generously donated monies 
to reward them for the work that 
they carry out keeping Charlton 
clean and tidy all year round. 

SINGLETON 
VILLAGE HALL 
EVENTS 2007 

 

Bill Spence 
 

Saturday 24th February: Jumble 
Sale with doors open at 11.00am: Entry 
20p. Please bring jumble to the hall 
from 9.00am on the day or call 811453 
for collections. PLEASE NOTE THIS 
DATE IS NOT AS SHOWN IN THE 
DIARY - THIS IS CORRECT. 
 

Saturday 31st March: Easter 
Extravaganza Eat-in at 7 for 7.30. 
Tickets £12 for your usual 3 courses 
and wine. Book now with me on 
811453. 
 

Wednesday 11th April: 7.30pm is 
the hall’s AGM and your chance to help 
manage the hall for the community. If 
you would like to stand for Committee, 
or be Chairman, Treasurer or 
Secretary; call me on 811453 and I’ll 
put you forward. 
 

Saturday 12th May will be a 
(sunny?) Stroll Over Levin Down with 
Rosemary Staples followed by a talk, 
soup and a roll in the village hall. We 
will leave at 10.30am but look out for 
further details later. 
 

Sunday 24th June we would like to 
organise an Open Gardens Event but 
need your help. WE NEED GARDENS. 
If you would be happy to let people 
walk and talk in your garden please let 
Penny Spence 811453 or Jan Elliott 
811786 know. Size and content are not 
a problem as people just like looking! 
Once we have your gardens we will 
work up a whole package of activity so 
watch this space. 
 

Friday 19th October is the annual 
Harvest Supper. Please put this date in 
your diaries and watch out for further 
information. 
 

Help us help you have a 
very happy year! 



East Dean 
Service Station 

 

AUTOMOBILE 
ENGINEERS 

CAR 
BODY 

REPAIRS 

MOT Tests 
 

Singleton 
811665 or 811750 

 BACK TO SCHOOL? 
 

Need a little extra help in English, 
Maths or Science? 

 

Experienced Lady 
Teacher will Tutor you in 

your Own Home 
 

...and help your child achieve their full 
potential 

Covers all primary tests and entry to 
Senior School 

 

Phone 

01243 535328 

West Dean 
Pre-School Nursery 

Ages 2½ - 5 
Monday to Friday 
9.05am - 1pm 

(Within the grounds of West Dean 
Primary School) 

 
For more 

in- formation phone 

Paula 
on 

01243 
811423 

Airport Car Service 
Large Comfortable Saloon Cars 

Gatwick £45.00 - Heathrow £50.00 

EXEC-CARS 

01243 372862 

Specialist On-Site Cleaners:- 
 Carpets 
 Rugs (Oriental/Chinese) 
 Upholstery 
 Fire & Flood Restoration 
 Other Services Available 
 

Tel: 01243 528888 

Garden Lessons 
Learn in your own garden - Half Day, 

One Day, Whatever! 
Pruning - Plant identification - Propagating 

Weed Control - Problems 

Qualified & Experienced Gardener 

01243 811442  (evenings) 

Volunteer Car 
Service Singleton & 
Charlton Transport 

 

The following people will take 
Residents to Lavant Road Surgery and 
provide lifts elsewhere in case of 
Emergency 
 

Bridgid Dunn  811283 
Michael Weld  811420 
Roy Kenzie   811278 
Eileen Kenzie  811278 
Bill Spence   811453 
Maurice Pollock  811260 
Michael Macdonald 811610 
Sue Millar   811256 
John Spanton  811454 

MOBILE 
LIBRARY 

 

West Dean Post Office 
10.35 - 10.55 

 

Singleton School Lay-By 
11.00 - 11.30 

 

East Dean Village Hall 
11.40 - 12.00 

 

For more 
information 

call 
01243 

864638 or 
visit their 

website at 
www.westsussex.gov.uk 

 

W&D MUSEUM’S 
POST 
OFFICE 

 

OPENING 
HOURS 

 

Mon: 10am - 
2pm 

 

Tue: 10am - 
2pm 

 

Wed: 10am - 
1pm 

 

Thu: 10am - 2pm 

 

Fri: Closed 

 

Sat: 10am - 12noon 

EAST DEAN 
VILLAGE HALL 

 

Tim Weeks 
 

After six months that have seen the 
biggest changes to East Dean Village Hall 
since the infant's classroom was added in 
1886 we are now waiting for the floor to 
dry. Marginally duller than watching 
paint dry, since the colour is less 
appealing, the floors in question are the 
new concrete ones in the kitchen, 
storeroom and toilet block. The problem 
is this: until the concrete is sufficiently 
dry it is impossible to lay the vinyl 
flooring on it which is required to bring 
the facility up to standard from a hygiene 
point of view. Until this flooring is down 
we cannot fit the lavatory pans and 
cubicle dividers necessary to make the 
toilets usable. And we cannot open for 
bookings without having functioning 
toilets!  
 

We have had the heating on and de-
humidifiers running throughout the 
Christmas break, which has created an 
horrendous electricity bill (all 
contributions gratefully received!) but 
still not reduced to moisture content to 
t h e  f l o o r i n g  c o m p a n y ' s 
satisfaction.  However, following their 
last site visit they suggested that it would 
probably be possible to do the job on the 
29th January.  So with luck, by the time 
you read this, the flooring should be 
finished and the remaining works 
proceeding apace.  
 

But we have, ultimately, to be guided by 
conditions on the ground. If the concrete 
is still too wet we will have to wait 
longer.  I cannot tell you how frustrating 
I find this myself, but if, in a fit of 
impatience, I insisted on them laying the 
vinyl anyway, and then in a few months 
it started to lift or blister, we would not 
have a leg to stand on when we 
complained to the contractors.  
 

As I said earlier, I hope by the time you 
are reading this we will be taking 
bookings.  If you would like to make one 
please ring Rosemarie Saunders on 
811904, or for an update on progress 
generally, ring me on 811992. 



Shed End Bikes 
(West Dean) 

Bike Hire & Repairs 
01243 811766 

07946 341685 - 07810 484822 
Explore the Centurion Way and the 

beautiful countryside 
Bikes for hire from 2 

hours to all day 
Put the fun back 
into the weekend 
and keep fit at the 

same time 

FUNERAL FUNERAL FUNERAL FUNERAL SERVICE andSERVICE andSERVICE andSERVICE and    

MONUMENTAL MASONSMONUMENTAL MASONSMONUMENTAL MASONSMONUMENTAL MASONS    
Preferred and Recommended for 

almost 150 years 

01243 864745 
REYNOLDS FUNERAL SERVICE  
is a truly independent family business  

and has no connection with any group. 

Courtesy vehicle on request or arrangements may be made 
 in the comfort of your own home. 

 

GENTLE YOGA 
CLASSES 

 Singleton Village Hall 
Mondays 2.30-3.45pm(termtime)  

Classes also in Chichester 

Lucy - 01243 572245 

Free! 
Well Rotted Horse Manure 

Available at East Dean 
Can be collected anytime 
Bring your own bags 

Tel. 01243 811358 

Picture Framing 
All types of bespoke framing 
Quality Workmanship - Friendly 

Advice - Creative Ideas 
Collection & Delivery 

Roger Mason 01243 821646 

WellHeeled 
Dog Training Club 

Tuesday Nights 
West Dean Scout Hut  

Puppies 7pm - Older Dogs 8pm 
Elaine or Michele 

01243 811210 

All our work is carried out to the highest standard 

Antique         Traditional         Modern 
 

 

Free Estimates 
Quality Fabrics 

Friendly Family Service 

Unique Upholstery 
Re-upholstery & Recovering 

47 yrs. Exp. 

Call Ray or Penny 
Tel: 01243 641642 
Littleton Barn, Selsey Road, Chichester 

 
onsite 2222    u 

Computer solutions for home and office 

problem solving 
consultancy 
networking 
servicing 
support 

data recovery 

Call Steve directly on 
07748 652206 who covers 

Chichester and the 
Lavant Valley 

THE VALLEY PARISH 
CHURCHES 

For details of Sunday and weekday 
worship see the Valley News insert 

or online at: 

www.achurchnearyou.com 
www.valleydiary.org 

  
Rector of  

East Dean, Singleton, & West Dean:  
The Revd Richard Woods 
who can be contacted at 
The Rectory, Singleton 
Telephone 811213 
or by e-mail at 

Rector@ValleyParish.org 
His day off is Monday 

EAST DEAN CHAPEL 
Services 
Sunday: 

11.00am  &  6.30pm 

Tuesday: 
Bible study & Prayer Meeting  

7.30pm 
 

Contact: S D 
Humphrey 

01243  
811685 

CATHOLIC NEWS 

 

Parish Church 
St. Richards 
Cawley Road 
Chichester 

01243 782343 
 

Masses 
Saturdays 10am & 
6pm 
Sundays 8.30am & 10am 
Week Days Mon/Tues/Fri. 8am 
  M/W/Thu 12.15pm 

 

Contact: Ged Lavery 
01243 811270 

 

PART-TIME CATERING 
ASSISTANTS 

Weekend & Evening Vacancies 
 

Hours of work are 9.00 am – 2.00 
pm & 6.00 pm – 8.30 pm.  We 

offer good rates of pay, including a 
supplement for evening work. 

 

For further information 
please contact Sally Brown 

on 818313 

LIVE MUSIC 
Every Wednesday at The Fox 
Goes Free and every 3rd 

Tuesday of the month, Jazz at 
The Partridge Inn 

 

Let us know what’s 
going on! 

 

Share your news! 
 

tim@valleydiary.org 

Advertise? 
 

600 copies must be seen by  
2000 people across the Valley - 
and that’s without those who 

find it on the website! Give me a 
call to find out how - 811968 

WANTED 
For Animal Rescue Centre 

Good Condition Duvets, 
Duvet Covers, Blankets & 
Towels. Can Collect. 

Please phone Sarah on 01243 811477 
(leave message & telephone number 

please) 



EAST DEAN AND SINGLETON 
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

GARDENING CLUB 
 

BECOME A MEMBER - ONLY £2 PER 
YEAR! 

 

BENEFITS INCLUDE : Reduced price 
admission (with Society card) to RHS Gar-
dens, Wisley; Discount at 4 local suppliers; 

All the shows, talks and activities put on 
annually: 12th May: Aldingbourne Country 

Centre, 16th June: Garden Visit, 23rd 
June: Garden Competition, 8th September: 

Levin Down Visit, 11th August: Annual 
Show, 29th November: AGM & Winter Talk 

 

Membership Secretary 
Jill Mountford 
01243  811358 

 SINGLETON PLAYSCHOOL 
 

 

Children Welcome 

From 

2 - 5 years 
 

Permanent Dedicated Room 

within Singleton C E Primary 

School 

5 days a week 
 

07792 489638 

RUBBISH 
CLEARANCE 

 

Garden Shed and Household 
Clearance Undertaken 

 

No job to small 
 

All types of Gardening work 
Undertaken 

 

GARY 
01243 811217 

Mobile: 07977 346380 

 MOLES! 
MOLES! 
MOLES! 
 

DRIVING YOU CRAZY!?! 
 

Call Dominic 
 

Your Local Experienced 
Mole Catcher 
 

01243 527881 
07810 843837 

NEWAYS 
Non-toxic products for skin care, 
hair care, nutitional supplements, 
weight management, household 
cleaning, cosmetics, car care 

 

FREE product brochure/DVD and 
info. 

20% off first retail order 
FREE registration for Neways 
Direct Service with free p&p 

 

Independent Distributor 
Pauline Outen 
01243 811344 

Valley Diary 
Online! 

 

Each and every copy of The Valley 
Diary is delivered to all the homes in 
the Villages of the Lavant Valley but is 
also available online to download. 

Head on over to 
www.valleydiary.co.uk and click on 

Other Stuff from the drop-down menu 
then The Valley Diary. 

MARMALADE 
FOOD WITH FLAIR 

Susannah Prain 

Lavant 01243 780525 

 

mrsmarmalade@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

A variety of events catered for, 
from dinner parties to special 
events 
 

Food for your fridge or freezer 
- fresh, organic dishes cooked 
for your convenience, to be 
served at your convenience 

 

Party planning service 

MIDHURST (West 
Sussex) 

Korean Martial Arts 
Tae Kwon-Do 

 

For families (children 7+ years). 
For fun, fitness, self confidence and 

stress relief. 
 

FIRST MONTH OF LESSONS FREE! 
 

Give it a try. The only thing you can lose 
is a few pounds from around your waist! 

 

www.taekwondosussex.co.uk 

SINGLETON 
SIGNER 
STRIKES 
AGAIN! 

 

Bill Spence 
 

A new feature can be seen 
on the pond green which 
enhances access to the 
village. Look and enjoy. 
The sign was another 
creation by Roger 

Champion. It started as a 
request for a sign to the 
Village Hall and just 

grew! 

Mo Pantony: Police 
Community Support 
Officer for East Dean, 
West Dean, Singleton, 
Lavant, East Lavant, 

Westhampnet 
 

I became a PCSO 
in May 2006, 

having 
previously 
worked as a 

college librarian. 
I used to be a 

Special 
Constable and for some time I'd 

wanted to get back in to policing. My 
beat is relatively quiet, but it gives 

me the chance to talk and 
communicate with the public - to 
make people aware that the police 
are around and we are here to help 
when needed. Being in a library I 
really enjoyed working with the 

public, but I felt caged. As a PCSO I 
love being out and about within the 
community - meeting the public and 
being of service to them to the best 

of my capabilities. 



 MILESTONE 
GARAGE 
COCKING 

 

SERVICING - REPAIRS 

MOTs - TYRES 
CAR SALES 

 

Courtesy Car Available 
 

01730 813148 

 

QUALIFIED PLUMBER, ELECTRICAL & 
OIL SERVICE ENGINEER 

Francis Ward 
T/A BLETHCLEY SPAS & 

POOLS 

 
OIL BOILER INSTALLATION 

SERVICING & COMMISSIONING 
ALL POOL & SPA SERVICING 

& REPAIRS 
ELECTRICAL WORK 

PLUMBING & LEADWORK REPAIRS 
 

Tel: 01243 811960 
Mobile: 07941 039378 

Got a few 
hours to 
spare? 
Want to do 

something useful and 
rewarding? 

Got an evening or day spare each 
week? Want to earn a bit more? 

People with learning difficulties who 
are members of this community need 

others to help them access their 
community. They find it difficult 
sometimes and you could help. 

Because you know this community! 
Find out how - give Clive a ring... 

01243 811482 

Do You Need A Gardener? 
 

Garden Wonders is a Garden Maintenance 
Agency providing professional, local gar-

deners selected and vetted by 
horticultural professional and 
qualified Garden Designer, 

Debra Foster 
(www.debrafoster.co.uk) 

 

Our gardeners are certainly 
not ‘jobbers’! Therefore, all 
gardening tasks are carried 
out correctly and efficiently 

and a character reference for your gardener 
is automatically provided. 

For more information:  

Call 023 9257 0833 
www.gardenwonders.ltd.uk 

 

EMAIL REPEAT 
PRESCRIPTIONS 

 

Lavant Road Surgery users - you 
may order repeat prescriptions by 

email to The Dispensary by 
emailing:- 

 

dispensary@gp-h82051.nhs.uk 

 

Adding your name and address and 
items required. Prescriptions being 
ready 48 hours after emailing. 

LIFE IN A MUD HUT - Part 3 

 

Jan Roy 

 

One of the areas which we are trying to make 
a small difference in is that of health. The 
nearest hospital to our village is 100 km 
away, and most people cannot afford to go 
there even if they want to. Fatalism is strong 
in Islam, and people believe that if it is 
Allah's will for them to die then they will 
whether or not they go to the hospital - so 
why waste the money?! 
 

Malaria, dysentery, and other diseases are a 
constant threat, and people die with 
anaemia, infected boils, pneumonia, ulcers, 
TB, meningitis, to name but a few. Women 
often die in childbirth, babies die of 
malnutrition coupled with any sickness 
which their weak bodies cannot cope with, 
and of course there is aids. In the last few 
years a clinic has been started which comes 

to the village once per month to weigh and check pregnant women and under-5s, 
and to give vaccinations. 
The infant mortality rate is very high and most mothers have lost at least one child, 
and often more, at this stage. This clinic is a step forward, but although they do the 
basic weighing and noting of statistics, they do not have the time to help the women 
and children to cope with the problems they face - there are usually 300-plus babies 
to weigh in a morning, with sometimes only one scale. 
 

Members of our team have been going to the clinics on a regular basis to offer the 
women the help and support they need. We have discovered a weaning porridge 
which has all the vitamins a baby needs (it is the weaning time which is most 
dangerous, the time when most babies die) and we help the mothers to make and 
use it. We also try to encourage them to eat well themselves, while pregnant and 
breast-feeding, as the basic Butu diet of rice and watery peanut sauce is not very 
nutritious - meat is rarely eaten and vegetables are also a rarity, as is fruit. There is a 
leaf which grows in the village which again is full of vitamins, and can be pounded 
then added to meals - even better than taking iron tablets every day! 
 

We work alongside the village health workers and 
local nurses and try to get to any meetings they 
have so that we can be involved in discussions and 
plans for improvement. People come to us all the 
time to help them when they are sick - they believe 
that because we are white we must have 
knowledge, and it is true that we do have some 
understanding which we can share with them. The 
clinics are poorly maintained and lacking in a lot of 
the basic equipment and drugs needed. We try to 
raise money to help in these areas, as the 
government is often unable or unwilling to do so. It 
is slow and often unrewarding work, but we believe 
that if we can gradually help mothers to take steps 
toward improving their children's diet, we are 
helping them to work toward less malnutrition and 
therefore less infant deaths. If you would like to 
help - either by sending equipment or finances for 
the clinics, or by donating time, especially if you are a doctor or nurse, then do get in 
touch! 

GOOD DEAL 
Some bloke bought a new fridge for his 
house. To get rid of the old one, still 
working, he put it in his front garden and 
put a sign on it saying: "Free to good 
home. You want it, you take it". For three 
days the fridge sat there without even 
one person looking twice at it. He even-
tually decided that people were too un-
trusting of this deal. It looked too good to 
be true, so he changed the sign to read: 
"Fridge for sale £30". The next day 
someone stole it! 



 

Something newsy to add? 
 

Please let us know! 
 

tim@valleydiary.org 

100 Club Winners 

 

Lesley Calloway 

 

1st… Mrs V Ashworth 
2nd... Mr T Calloway 
3rd... Mr S Wilson 

East Dean, West Dean & 
Singleton’s Parish Council 
Meetings Minutes & Agendas 

www.valleydiary.org/
parishnews.html 

 MOWERCARE 
GARDEN 

MACHINERY 

SALES, SERVICE, SPARES & 
REPAIRS 

For the servicing & repair of lawnmowers 
and all other items of garden machinery 
Unit 14A Bilsham Industrial Estate 

(behind “The Lamb”), Bilsham Road, Yap-
ton 

Local area Collection & Delivery 

Graham Allen 
Tel./Fax. 01243 558822 or 

07932 690203 

 DH PRIVATE HIRE 
Lavant 

Local, Reliable, Friendly 
Door to Door service 

Any distance near or far 
Airports/Docks/Theatres 

or just into 
town 

Phone Des on 
01243 789578 

MARYANNE SCHOOL OF 
DANCING 

 

SINGLETON VILLAGE HALL 
 

BALLET, TAP AND MODERN 
CLASSES 

 

CHILDREN FROM 3 YEARS OF 
AGE - SATURDAY MORNINGS 

 

TAP AND MODERN CLASSES 
 

ADULTS, BEGINNERS AND 
ADVANCED - TUESDAY EVENINGS 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

PHONE WENDY 
01243 789456 

DAISY AWOL 

 

Joy Muir 
 

A big THANK YOU to everyone who 
helped look for Daisy, my cat, who 
returned home on Tuesday 16th January 
hungry, but unharmed after 5 days 
AWOL! She woke me at 6am demanding 
breakfast with no explanations to her 
whereabouts. I am so grateful for 
everyone's support. 

LEVIN DOWN IN THE RAIN 

Rosemary Staples 

 

Now then, what is there to say about the weather 
so far this year? Not a lot that is good, that's for 
sure, but regardless of it we have to don every 
peice of waterproof clothing we possess twice a 
day, as we have the sort of dog that has to go out 
whatever it is chucking down outside, and he has 
to go on Levin Down at least once a day. Some 
people have the kind of dog that looks out of the 
door and if it is windy or rainy refuses to budge 
over the threshold. Lucky old them! 
 

There are some bright patches on the horizon, 
namely the proliferation of catkins on the hazel, 
yes, this early, and not just those squidgy little 
ones that come before Christmas, but the lovely 
yellow dangly, lambs tails ones. It does your 
heart good to see them, masses of them all over the hill. 
 

Apart from that there is very little to report at the moment. Lots of mud, of course. 
The paths are really slippery so watch out - we don't want any more broken 
shoulders - they take too long to mend! 
 

We saw 6 buzzards yesterday, trying to ignore the crowd of rowdy rooks that were 
dive-bombing them. I am always surprised how patiently the buzzards treat these 
nuisances - they never seem to lose their temper. I know the rooks probably have 
good reason to try to drive off the big fellows - they are only thinking of when they 
have young - a tasty titbit for a buzzard! 
 

Does anyone remember me mentioning seeing a swarm of Harlequin ladybirds back 
in the autumn? Well, apparently there is a professor in Oxford doing a study on 
these infiltrators and he is interested in finding some specimens for his research, so 
if anyone should find a rogue ladybird in their shed or greenhouse, could they let me 
know? These are bigger than our native species and different colours - yellow, black, 
white, with spots. There is a website if anyone is interested. 

Must go - deadline looms again. See you soon... 



SINGLETON PARISH COUNCIL NEWSLETTER  
 

JANUARY 2007 
 

Parish Council Elections 

Just a reminder that Parish Council elections will be held across the country on Thursday 3 May. Please 
keep an eye on the notice boards for further details, including when and where nomination papers will 
be available. To save candidates travelling to Chichester District Council Offices to collect these, we 

have made arrangements with the Returning Officer for them to be available locally. In 2003, we had a 
lot of interest in our Parish Council, with eleven candidates for nine seats, so we hope to have at least as 
many this year. Anyone thinking of standing for election is very welcome to have a chat with existing 
councillors or the Clerk, to find out more about what is involved – contact details at the end of this 

Newsletter. 

 

The Lychgate Project 
Orders have now been placed for work on the Lychgate, starting with restoration of the roof. The 

woodwork will be done in August by a craftsman skilled in working with old buildings. Over the next 

few months, the metal fence along the side of the Old Cemetery site will be restored in some places and 

replaced in others, along with the gate and posts adjacent to Charlton Road. In the meantime, we need 

to get a Working Party together to clear round the Lychgate before work begins. Cllr. John Elliott would 

be delighted to hear from anyone willing to lend a hand. 

 

 

Bus Shelter on A286 and Signpost on Village Green 
Thanks to Roger Champion, a new oak seat has been installed in the brick bus shelter on the 

main road at Singleton. We also have Roger to thank for the smart old-style signpost on the Village 

Green, pointing to village amenities.  

 

 

Affordable Housing at The Leys 
The legal agreements have now been completed by Martlet Homes and they expect to sign up with their 
chosen contractor very shortly. A Programme of Works will be drawn up and the Steering Group 
organised. The drainage works will be done first, with a target date of March 2008 for completion of the 
new homes. There is still time for people with local connections to apply for one of these, so if you are 
interested, please ensure that you are on Chichester District Council’s waiting list. Ring 01243 785166 
and ask for Housing Allocations. 
 
We have just heard that the new homes next to The Leys will be called Downley Close. Re-numbering 
the majority of homes in The Leys would have been too disruptive for existing residents, but this will be 
possible in Church Way, to include the new houses. 

 

 

Notice Board at Charlton 
This is our next project – watch this space! 

 

 

Mobile Police Station 
The latest dates we have been given are: 12 February, the beginning of April (date to be 

confirmed), 3 May and 13 June, all from 1 – 3pm outside the school. This is your best local opportunity 

to speak to a Police Officer first-hand and raise any issues which are worrying you. PC Mark Hillman 

looks forward to seeing you. He reminds you that between his visits, you can report incidents on 0845 

60 70 999. 



Chichester District Council’s Local Character Enhancement Grant Scheme 

Anyone can apply for a Local Character Enhancement Grant, from individuals and private landowners 
to parish councils and voluntary groups (your Parish Council has had them for a variety of projects, 
including the restoration of the village pump and the Lychgate Project). The grant will cover 50% of 
each project, up to a maximum of £1,500, anywhere in the Chichester District. Grants can be used for 
the restoration of local historic features and small enhancements to the built environment. Projects 
must benefit the community and enhance the character of the area. Examples of previous projects 

include repairing or reinstating local features such as wells and water pumps and installing information 
boards at local areas of interest, walks or history. The scheme also requires that, where possible, items 
such as seats and signs are manufactured by local craftsmen and work carried is out by local contractors 

using local materials. 

 

To find out more about these grants and to apply, contact Chichester DC’s Environmental Strategy Unit 
on 01243 785166 or visit the Environment section of their website on www.chichester.gov.uk 

 

 

The West Sussex Literary Trail 
This new long-distance footpath provides a new and exciting way-marked 55 mile walk from 

Horsham to Chichester. It will be opened on 6 April, followed by a five-day Inaugural Walk over two 

weekends. As well as passing through some beautiful countryside, the Trail introduces walkers to some 

of the literary characters who have lived or worked in West Sussex. Places on the Inaugural Walk are 

limited and must be pre-booked, so early booking is essential. Look for posters in Singleton and 

Charlton and booking cards in local venues. Booking forms are also available on-line at 

www.westsussexliterarytrail.co.uk or by telephoning 01903 813381. 

 

 
Village Website: www.singletonvillage.com   

 

 

 

How to Find Us  
 
        

Chairman 
Mr. John Doff, Little Garth, Singleton. 
 
Vice Chairman  
Mr. Bill Spence, Gerrards Garden, Singleton. 
 
Councillors 
Mrs. Joan Belton, 9 The Leys, Singleton.      
Ms. Tina Boyes, 11 The Leys, Singleton.  
Mr. Ion Casdagli, Little Yarne, Singleton.  
Mr. Desmond Deans, Westering, Charlton Road. 
Mr. John Elliott, Kingsham Cottage, Singleton. 
Mrs. Sue Farman, Little Meadow Cottage, Charlton. 
Mr. Maurice Pollock, The Old Post Office, Singleton 

 
 

Clerk: Mrs. Jenny Martin, 7 Boleyn Drive, Nyetimber Lane, Pagham, West Sussex PO21 3LG 
Tel/Fax: 01243 266092 postmaster@singleton-wsx-pc.gov.uk  



 01243.co.uk 
Brian Gattrell 

 

For all your computing 
needs 

 

Installations Repairs 
Upgrades Networking 
Internet Connections 
Advice and Support 

15 years hands-on experience 
 

Please call 01243 811421 or 07899 
671343 for a reliable and efficient 

service 
 

Email: brian@01243.co.uk 

PAINTING 
DECORATING, 

MAINTENANCE & 
WINDOW CLEANING    

        

07743 82689307743 82689307743 82689307743 826893    

01243 78894401243 78894401243 78894401243 788944    

 

FREE ESTIMATES 
GREAT SERVICE 

The Weald & Downland is England’s 
leading museum of historic buildings and 
traditional rural life. Why not become a 
VOLUNTEER (no previous experience 
needed!); or a FRIEND who can benefit 
from year round free admission, 
including special events 

Tel 01243 811363 

Forest Hogs 
 

Woodland 
Reared  

Tamworths 
 

Half pig packs and Sausages 
Hog roasts available 

for parties etc. 
Also half Lamb packs & 

Lamb Roasts 
To order please ring 

01243 811553 

PINNPINNPINNPINNAAAACLECLECLECLE    

CATERING AND EVENTCATERING AND EVENTCATERING AND EVENTCATERING AND EVENT    

ORGANISINGORGANISINGORGANISINGORGANISING    
    

ALLOW US TO ORGANISE YOUR 

SPECIAL OCCASION. 

BIRTHDAY PARTY, WEDDING, 

CORPORATE HOSPITALITY, 

LUNCH, DINNER OR COCKTAIL 

PARTY 
 

Contact Simon or Tracey on 

TEL/FAX: 01243 811564 

MOBILE: 07771 542195 

Email: nomis.thomas@virgin.net 

811 Directory 
 

811207 - East Dean Church Warden 
811210 - West Dean Stores 
811213 - Richard Woods (Rector) 
811217 - Rubbish Clearance 
811247 - West Dean School 
811251 - The Partridge Inn 
811270 - Catholic Church 
811280 - Singleton Church Warden (Alt.) 
811318 - The Star & Garter 
811344 - Non-Toxic Products 
811358 - Free Manure! 
811358 - ED&S Horticultural Society 
811363 - Weald & Downland Museum 
811365 - Singleton Village Hall 
811421 - 01243.co.uk 
811423 - West Dean Pre-School Nursery 
811427 - East Dean Village Hall 
811441 - P D McCann 
811451 - Singleton Fete 
811461 - The Fox Goes Free 
811482 - Dignity Group 
811518 - Paths & Drives 
811553 - Forest Hogs 
811556 - East Dean Church Warden (Alt.) 
811564 - Pinnacle Catering 
811610 - Singleton Church Warden 
811634 - Herniman Interiors 
811634 - Exercise to Music 
811641 - West Dean Church Warden 
811641 - Firewood Supplies 
811665 - East Dean Service Station 
811666 - Woodstock House Hotel 
811679 - Singleton School 
811685 - East Dean Chapel 
811685 - Paths & Drives 
811750 - East Dean Service Station 
811766 - Shed End Bikes 
811783 - Handmade Gifts 
811786 - John & Jan Elliot 
811823 - D & E Keates 
811874 - Natasha Odin (Proofreading) 
811900 - Furniture Restoration 
811960 - Francis Ward 
811968 - TVD Admin: Tim Salmon 
811976 - Haredown Mountainboarding 
 

And the others… 
527211 - Lavant House School 
527264 - Lavant Road Surgery 
527881 - Mole Catcher 
528888 - ServiceMaster 
535245 - Perennial Plants 
535246 - West Dean Church Warden 
(Alt.) 
535273 - Small Household Tasks 
535328 - Local Teacher 
558822 - Mowercare 
572245 - Lucy Younger’s Yoga 
641642 - Unique Upholstery 
775419 - Diamond Plants 
778504 - Big Beautiful Garden Company 
782343 - St Richard’s Church 
785595 - Beauty Therapist 
786003 - Roger Gunn 
786011 - Chiropodist 
788944 - Jason Bottomley 
789456 - Maryanne School of Dancing 
789578 - D H Private Hire 
820550 - Houseproud 
821646 - Picture Framing 

 Herniman 
Interiors 

 

Quality Hand Made 
Curtains/Soft Furnish-
ings, Bespoke Blinds: 
Roller, Venetian Ro-

man, Vertical 

FREE HOME 

CONSULTATION 
 

Denise Herniman 
 

07976 777271  or  01243 811634 

www.herniman-home.com 
2 Sycamore Cottages, Church Lane, West Dean 

Visiting Chiropodist 

 

Member of the 
British Chiropody Association 

Qualified Surgical 
Chiropodist 

Treatment in the 
comfort of your own 

home 

01243 786011 
Ken Strudwick 

MBChA; MSSCh; B.Ed(Hons.); SRN; C.Health Ed; 

 



REMEMBERING BILLY 

Diane Snow 

 

Anyone who has visited the Valley Diary’s online Discussion Forum [http://
p1.forumforfree.com/singletonvillag.html] would be aware of my interest in genealogy and 
especially that of my husband’s uncle Billy. Had anyone told me a year ago that I would write a 
book in 2006 I would not have believed them but Billy’s story was so gripping and brave I 
could not let the story pass without recognition. Very few people have heard of the most 
decorated small ship of WWII, HMS Li Wo or her crew and their brave final battle during 
their escape from Singapore. Luckily the ship owners had the only surviving officer’s record 
for me to work from and with many enquiries I found the archives of the few survivors. 
Billy was born 8th October 1922 at South Bersted, the eldest of three children of Alice and 
Victor. His maternal family owned a successful business the Verion and Bersted Steam 

Laundry which had been started by his Great Grandmother Rhoda. Both Billy’s Grandfathers (William Verion and Frank 
Snow), had spent 22 years service in the Royal Navy on different ships including HMS Warrior and I think there was little 
doubt what young Billy wanted to be when he grew up. In the early 1930’s Victor deserted the young family and Alice was left 
to bring up the children on her own. Billy left school as soon as possible and became a railway carriage oiler. By early 1937 he 
had persuaded his mother to allow him to apply for a place at HMS St Vincent which was the nearest Royal Navy Boy’s 
Training Establishment at Gosport. For this he needed to pass entrance exams, a medical examination, be of a certain height 
and build, have references and a clean record. The 25th January 1938 aged 15 Billy entered the New Division, William Thomas 
Snow P/JX. 156912. 
Boy Class II. Then on to Foretop 52 earning 26p a week paid fortnightly the majority of which was saved by the RN on his 
behalf and paid at the age of eighteen. Billy went on to become a Leading Boy before leaving for his training ship HMS Dunedin 
as a Boy Class I, 2nd December 1938. With World War drawing near, still a Boy Class I, he was allocated to the Town Class 
Cruiser, HMS Glasgow. 
Glasgow was involved in many operations including Tarantino but most remembered in those early days for the evacuation 
under heavy fire from Molde to Tromso of King Haakon VII of Norway and Crown Prince Olav thus Glasgow was awarded its 
first battle honour of the war. Each member of the crew received a letter of thanks from the King. 
3rd December 1940 whilst at Suda Bay, Crete, HMS Glasgow was hit by two torpedoes causing small fires and damage to her 
shafts. Billy accompanied a Lieutenant to an area on fire, to shut the water tight doors to the Cordite Gallery Flat. This he did 
successfully although he had no equipment other than a gas mask. When the Lieutenant collapsed, Billy took him up on deck 
then went below again and bought up an unconscious Marine. For this act of bravery Billy was awarded The British Empire 
Medal. 
After repairs HMS Glasgow was allotted escort duties in the East Indies Station and on the 8th September 1941 Billy was 
reallocated to HMS Sultan (Singapore Base) and shortly afterwards to HMS Li Wo. Li Wo had been requisitioned by the RN. At 
707 tons a length of 170ft and a beam of 30ft she was the smallest of Jardine and Mathersons fleet of Chinese riverboats, she 
retained her Captain Thomas Wilkinson who joined the Royal Naval Reserve and served aboard her as such as Lieutenant. The 
ships armament was one four inch gun, two Lewis Guns and a Depth Charge Thrower. 
8th of December the Japanese began their swift conquest of Thailand, Malaya and Singapore. During this time many ships were 
sunk leaving Singapore with evacuees and many people killed and injured. Li Wo had been on patrol for many days without a 
break and had survived many attacks unlike the ship they patrolled with HMS Lipis, she was sunk and Li Wo had rescued all 
but one of her crew. 
13th February 1942 HMS Li Wo under orders took aboard several RN crew from the Orange Hotel also several soldiers and RAF 
plus one Australian civilian, she remained at anchorage next to a mine field and proceeded at daylight in the company of her 
sister ship the Fuh Wo. During their escape the ships were attacked many times and on the afternoon of the fourteenth of 
February they parted company in the hope of a better chance of escape. 
Whilst heading for the Banka Straits in the Java Sea the crew spotted a Japanese convoy heading for Sumatra, changing their 
position they spotted another convoy of twelve ships mainly troop carriers but also a Warship and a Cruiser. It was at this point 
Lt Wilkinson decided to take on the convoy in full RN tradition rather than run for cover, this met resolute support from the 
crew. 
The ship went to action stations. Billy as Coxswain took the helm, there are discrepancies over the gun crew but I am certain 
Tom Parsons was Gunlayer. Li Wo was hit many times but not before they took the gun crew out on the largest transporter 
which they had selected as their target. Many smaller boats came close alongside and each was met with resolute gunfire, Li 
Wo did much damage. Having only had thirteen rounds for the four inch gun which was quickly expended, Wilkinson decided 
to ram the transporter, holding onto the stanchions he shouted ‘Stand By To Ram’. The little ship gouged a large hole in the 
ship and men began to spill from her sides into the sea. However the ramming had broken the Li Wo’s steering, Billy could do 
no more and with the Warship now closing in Lt Wilkinson ordered abandon ship. 
With many already injured or dead the survivors abandoned ship only to be machine gunned or rammed in the water. Lt 
Thomas Wilkinson remained aboard and could not be persuaded otherwise and went down with his ship. 
Only nine of the crew and the civilian survived the battle and three and a half years in the Japanese prisoner of war camps 
sadly Billy was not amongst them. Lt Thomas Wilkinson was awarded the last Victoria Cross of WWII to him and all those that 
fought and died with him, the crew also received a D.S.O, C.G.M, 2 D.S.M’s and 8 Mention in Despatches. 
On the 30th July 1946 Billy’s mother Alice travelled to London with my husband’s father 
aged 15, there at Buckingham Palace she received from the King, Billy’s medal, one of six 
he was awarded. 
William Thomas Snow BEM. Died Valentines Day 1942 aged 19, of course the book is far 
more detailed with many first hand accounts and pictures of crew and ship, I do not 
think it will be published here and am going to hand it to Jardines whom have kept in 
contact from Bermuda, in their offices in Hong Kong there are two large models of Li 
Wo in both liveries also archives and a model at the Imperial War Museum should you 
ever be so lucky to visit there. This month is the 65th anniversary of the forgotten battle 
which for three and a half years was unknown to the outside world and sat as a report in 
the hands of the senior naval officer in Palembang, Sumatra. 



HEALER HEALING 
Bodyworker, Reiki Master 
An integrated and intuive 

approach to health and healing 
through the release of dis'ease' 
and realignment of vital flow on 

all levels of being: 
Mental - emotional - physical - spiritual 
Trained in Holistic and Deep Tissue Massage, 
Cranio-sacral Release, Life Coaching, NLP and 

Soul Talk - free half hour consultation 

Call Rachel on 07803 88 22 93 

 
 
 

Specialist Tree Care & Stump RemovalSpecialist Tree Care & Stump RemovalSpecialist Tree Care & Stump RemovalSpecialist Tree Care & Stump Removal    
    

TREE SURGERYTREE SURGERYTREE SURGERYTREE SURGERY::::    
 Felling       • Hedge Cutting 

 Crown Reduction      • Garden Maintenance 

 Crown Lifting      • Clearance Work 

 Crown Thinning      • Pruning & Planting    
For  a personal and professional service - reliable and reasonable 

TEL:   TEL:   TEL:   TEL:   01243 820550  01243 820550  01243 820550  01243 820550  ·  MOB:   MOB:   MOB:   MOB:   07960 95046707960 95046707960 95046707960 950467    

NCH. Arb. NPTC  

D. J. CampbellD. J. CampbellD. J. CampbellD. J. Campbell � 

BRAIN 
TEASERS! 

 
 

West Dean 
Social Club 
holds a 

monthly quiz night on the 
first Wednesday of every 
month. The quiz is held at 
West Dean College in the 
Stewards Bar at 8pm. 

 

So if you feel in need of a 
challenge please do come 

along! 

 

WHAT’S IT ALL ABOUT? 

 

Forgive the Americanisms! 
 

Borrow money from pessimists - they don't 
expect it back! 
 

Half the people you know have below average 
intelligence! 
 

The early bird gets the worm - but the second 
mouse gets the cheese! 
 

What's the speed of ‘dark’? 

 

How do you know when you've run out of 
invisible ink? 

 

Ambition is a poor excuse for not having enough 
sense to be lazy! 
 

What happens if you get scared half to death - 
twice?! 
 

The hardness of the butter is proportional to the 
softness of the bread! 
 

The sooner you fall behind, the more time you'll 
have to catch up! 
 

A conclusion is the place where you got tired of 
thinking! 
 

Foot & Mouth Disease is never contracted by the 
sober! 

FESTIVE 
COLLAGE 

Here's a collage 
created by the 
children of 
Singleton 
School at 

Christmas. It is 
still in Singleton 
Church if you'd 
like to go and 

see it! 

WESTWARTS? 
HOGDEAN? 

I’m sure I have no permission to reproduce 
this Blog but hopefully neither the author or 
West Dean College will sue me for replicating 
it here as it amused...well you can’t get blood 
out of a stone, anyway! 
 

http://krizzlesblog.blogspot.com/index.html 
 

All this thinking about Harry Potter got me thinking about how similar 
Hogwarts is to West Dean....thus I have compiled a list of similarities… 

 

1. Hogwarts is a castle - West Dean is also a castle. 
 

2. Hogwarts has a whomping willow - While the West Dean whomping 
willow does not whomp, it looks just like THE Whomping Willow. 
 

3. Students at Hogwarts celebrate by having a winter ball in the great hall - 
West Dean students celebrated Christmas by having a fancy dress ball in 
the Oak Hall. 
 

4. Everyday Hogwarts students eat breakfast lunch and dinner together in 
a great hall where their meals magically appear - Everyday West Dean 
students gather together and eat meals prepared by a not quite as magic 
kitchen staff. 
 

5. Hogwarts is haunted by several ghosts - West Dean has had several 
ghost sightings throughout the house. 
 

6. Hogwarts students have houses and secret passageways to their 
common rooms and dormitories - West Dean has 7 programs and each one 
has a hidden away workshop within the college that is guarded by a secret 
code. 
 

7. Hogwarts mail is delivered by owls - West Dean HAS an owl. (OK that 
one was a long shot, but I can hear the hooting of an owl every night as I'm 
falling asleep). 
 

Ok, I could go on and on about the similarities, but I'll spare you. Needless 
to say I am REALLY excited for the new Harry Potter book and can't wait 
to see what happens! 

RECEIVED AN 
INVOICE FOR 
YOUR ADVERT 
IN THE VALLEY 

DIARY? 
Please cough up as soon as you 
can - it will make sure that we 
can keep this very useful local 
information exchange going. If 
you are an advertiser and have 
not received an invoice, don’t 
worry about it - it’s obviously 
not due and we’ll send one 

when it is! 
Thanks very much to all our 
advertisers and sponsors. 



 Quality 
Painting & 
Decorating 
Interior 

and Exterior 

P D McCann 
Professional 

Specialist in Hand Painted furniture 
and Kitchens - Fire & Flood Damage 

General Repair & Maintenance 
Free Estimate - MOD Approved 

Experienced in large jobs 
30 Years Experience 

01243 811441 

D & E KEATES 
BUILDERS 

 

BUILDING AND 
PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE 
 

FLINT WORK - BRICKWORK 
PLASTERING - ROOFING & PATIOS 

 

COMPETITIVE PRICES 
 

FREE ESTIMATES 
 

01243 811823 
MOB.  07880  804235 

√ 2-5 day woodturning courses to suit all 
levels 

√ Custom-built workshop with dust 
extraction system 

√ Personal tuition from a respected time-
served tutor 

√ Excellent value for money 
√ Accommodation available 

√ Lunch, tea and coffee supplied 
√ Commissions taken 

 

Or why not treat a friend to one of our 
course vouchers? 

Call now for more: 01243 527 242 
Email: woodturner@tedfarrow.co.uk   

Web: www.tedfarrow.co.uk 

Ted Farrow’s School of Woodturning 
Chichester, West Sussex 

M N ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES LTD 

 

⇒ DOMESTIC 

INSTALLATIONS 

⇒ PERIODIC TESTING 

⇒ MAINTENANCE 
 

Local Friendly Firm - No Job Too Small 
N.I.C.E.I.C. Domestic Installer 

 
 

07932 623763 
01243 573790 

Tel: 
Clive 

PATHS & 
DRIVES 

 

D S & P Humphrey 
 

BLOCK PAVING 
 

landscaping - concrete laying - patios 
 

GROUNDWORK UNDERTAKEN 
 

Tel: 01243 811685 
Paul: 01243 811518 

 

PRIDE IN WORK 

SIMPSON'S 

 

The Valley’s Tax & National 
Insurance Advice & Help 
Consultancy Service 

 

Reasonable Fees 
 

Employer/Employee Tax/NI/
Benefits Problems a Speciality 

 

Farmers & Gamekeepers Employer 
Referrals - Corporate & Self-

Employed Referrals Also Taken 
 

Telephone 

07732 852140 

60 SECOND 
INTERVIEW 

 

Janet Holt with Rosemary 
Staples 

 

Our February 60 second interview is 
with our very own Rosemary Staples 
who contributes her wonderful pieces 
about Levin Down every month. She 
was born and brought up in the 
house where she now lives at 
Bankside and last year Rosemary and 
her husband David, celebrated 50 
years of wedded bliss! Rosemary’s 
father Swithin was a well-loved and 
well known man of Singleton, still 
sadly missed by many!  Rosemary 
walks over Levin down twice a day, come rain or shine, so I was very pleased when 
she agreed to stand still for 5 minutes and answer a few questions! 
  

If you didn’t live in Singleton, where would you choose to live? If we really 
HAD to live anywhere else, it would be somewhere like Graffham or Heyshott and 
it’s very similar to here. We definitely wouldn’t live South of here though. 
 

What type of music do you listen to and what’s your favourite radio 
station? I love classical music especially Vaughn - William’s Lark Arising and 
Elgar’s Nimrod. And so surprise surprise, I listen to Classic FM! 
 

How do you relax? Reading is my great relaxation. I read at every opportunity. I 
used to knit but my thumbs are just knitted out and I can’t do it any more! 
 

Where would be your ideal holiday destination? Yorkshire or The Brecons. I 
don’t do abroad! I’ve never been further than the Isle of Wight! 
 

What’s the best piece of advice you were ever given? I can honestly say that 
NOTHING in particular comes to mind! I’ve had some lovely tips from Marg Norrell 
about bread making and our lovely marmalade we make every year but I don’t 
remember ever being struck by something so wise it changed my life! 
 

If you won the lottery, what would you do with the cash? Not much! We 
wouldn’t move and we certainly wouldn’t go mad! 
 

Have you any ambitions yet to achieve in life? No - None at all! My husband 
David always says I was born without any ambition! But I am completely content in 
life and have everything I want and need! Would the world be a funny place if more 
people were like that! 
 

What’s your all time favourite book and why? I haven’t got an all time 
favourite book but I do have favourite authors, which I’m very fond of. I loved Enid 
Blyton as a child and would have love one of her books for Christmas! I also love 
reading Jilly Cooper and Maeve Binchey. 
 

What’s your favourite meal?  And where do you like to eat out? Fish and 
Chips are my favourite meal but I don’t really go out very often! I suppose if we were 
going out to eat it would be lunchtime to the Selsey Arms and something traditional 
and English! We haven’t tried the Thai food yet! 
 

What would you like your epitaph to say? She Came, She Saw, but she just 
couldn’t Conquer! 



 

Paul & Kelly 
Diamond 

 

LAWN MOWING 
HEDGE CUTTING 

GARDEN CLEARANCE 
 

Personal service from a local 

family business 
 

KEITH GOACHER 

01243 811641 
07976 740748 

Cut and split to 
your requirements 

Seasoned Firewood 

LOGS 

THE STAR & GARTER 
East Dean 

  
 

 

 

Superb food and wines 

Real ales straight from the barrel 

Quality accommodation 

01243 811318 

www.thestarandgarter.co.uk 

 

Early evening special priced menu now available from 6.30 

to 7.30 pm Mondays to Fridays, including Venison pie and 

vegetables for £8.50 and fresh cod fillet in our own beer 

batter with chips for £8.50 ! 

What the papers say about us… 
« It is, simply, one of the best places to eat in Sussex » 

        The Independent 

« The food here is exceptional, as is the ambience » 

        The Times 

Now recommended in the Egon Ronay guide ! 

ARE YOU BOVVERED? 

 

♦ About Waste and Minerals - where it goes and where they come 
from? 

♦ Come and make a difference 

♦ Make sure your issues are being addressed 

♦ Exchange views 

♦ Learn the facts 

♦ Influence the Waste and Minerals Plan - get the best for West 
Sussex 

♦ Bring a Neighbour 
 

There will be a series of five meetings held through January and February to give 
people an opportunity to get up to date information and share their views, before 
they submit their comments to West Sussex County Council who are developing the 
Minerals and Waste Plan for West Sussex. This is the start of the process of formal 
consultation into the Submission Draft Plan, which runs from the 19th January to 
the 2nd March 2007. The Plan will then be reviewed before further comments are 
invited in Autumn 2007. 
 

Our nearest meeting is on Monday 29th January 2007 at 19.00hrs - 
21.30hrs at Chichester Assembly Rooms, Council House, North Street, 
Chichester, W Sussex, PO19 1LQ. There are others - see 
www.valleydiary.org for details. 
 

The intention is for everyone to leave the meeting having: 
 

♦ Been updated on what has happened in the Waste and Minerals planning 
process so far in West Sussex 

♦ Established the FACTS and what can be influenced 

♦ Checked, challenged and clarified the plans in terms of what is best for West 
Sussex 

♦ Raised issues and questions regarding Waste and Minerals in West Sussex 

♦ Had views heard and taken into account 

♦ Obtained more information in order to put forward appropriate 
recommendations  

ON DEMAND! 
As we commentators <ahem> were saying 5 years 
ago, this is the way IT stuff is going. On Demand is 
the thing. Channel4 are now offering On Demand 
programmes - see www.channel4.com/4od - 
where you can download shedloads of free stuff 
(and plenty to pay for) from the Channel 4 
archives. Now, you may not think it’s worth it to 
pay out to download a film (which takes some 
time to do at the moment) and have to watch it in 
front of your computer monitor instead of your comfy arm chair (though with 
integration of TV and computer into Media Centre this argument won’t hold out 
much longer), but it might be really useful to be able to download a 99p episode if 
you miss a critical chunk of your favourite Serial. And don’t forget the BBC who 
seem to be undergoing trials in On Demand but it can’t be far away. There is a 
wealth of BBC Radio On Demand available dubbed ‘Listen Again’ already. 



 

HELEN’S 
AIRPORT CARS LTD 
www.airporttaxis.co.uk 

All Non-Smokers—All Long Distance 

Large Fleet of Comfortable Estates and Saloons 

01243 868999 
 

Major card payments accepted 

“With us it can often cost less 
than rail or airport parking!” 

ROGER GUNN 
Garden & Estate Machinery 
Sales & Service Specialist 
25yrs+ Exp. - Fast reliable Service 
Competitive rates - On site advice 

New machines with discount 
Part Exchange - Collection 

Delivery 

Roger Gunn 
The Lawnmower Man! 

01243 
786003 

or 
07979 752242 

Woodstock House 
Hotel at Charlton 

 

We are open throughout the 
Year - Including Christmas - as 

a Licensed 
 Bed & Breakfast Hotel 

 

Please Call Nick or Sandra 
for more details on 

01243 811666 

 

info@woodstockhousehotel.co.uk 
www.woodstockhousehotel.co.uk 

    Stressed? 

 

Depressed? 
 

Relationships 
suffering? 
 

Counselling - 
could it be  the answer? 

 

Counselling can help you change your life or come 
to terms with things that can’t be changed. 

FreeFreeFreeFree initial consultation and reasonable rates from 
local qualified counsellor. 

 

Contact: Sarah Cartey 
Diploma in Humanistic Counselling  MBACP 
Tel: 01243 785423 or email: sarahcartey@aol.com    

Something is 
Always 

Happening at 
The Fox Goes 

Free 
 

Tuesday Night is 
our Special 

Event Evening 
 

We are proud to 
announce our real ales have passed quality 

tests to be part of the CAMARA approved Cask 
Marque scheme 

 

Book now - Tel: 01243 811461 
 

Music every Wednesday in 
FEBRUARY 

 

Call us for all the details 
 

Sign up to our special event monthly update email.  
We will send you details of our latest promotions 
and special offers.  You could also win a meal for 
two here at the Fox, just give your email address to 
a member of staff and we will take care of the rest! 

 

Please call for more details 
enquires@thefoxgoesfree.com 
www.thefoxgoesfree.com 

01243 811461 

SPECIAL EVENTS IN FEBRUARY 

 
 

 

Valley Youth ClubValley Youth ClubValley Youth ClubValley Youth Club 
 

The Valley Youth Club has 

restarted under the leadership of 
Hilary Long (Neighbourhood 

Youth Worker) with local 
voluntary assistance. 

 

Meeting at Singleton Village 
Hall until the half-term holiday 

(end of February). 

 

After the half-term holiday the Club will 
move back to... 

 

East Dean Village Hall from 
Friday, 2nd March 2007 
(subject to all work being 

completed – any change will be 
notified). 

 

The Committee will welcome offers of 
assistance from parents and others to 

support the Leader and enable the Club 
to run. 

 

The Valley Youth Club 
welcomes new members from 

the upper Lavant Valley – West 
Dean, Chilgrove, & Binderton; 
Singleton & Charlton; and East 

Dean  



Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the various 
entries and adverts in The Valley Diary. The content is based on the 
latest information available to The Valley Diary at time of printing. 
Information may change of course, and every effort will be made to 
circulate correct information as soon as possible in subsequent 
editions. This edition will not be reprinted and re-circulated if any 
information changes during the period of its validity. In no 
circumstances can The Valley Diary accept any liability for any loss 
or damage which may arise or result from any error in, or omission 
of, any entry or advert whether relating to wording, space, position, 
artwork or telephone number. Free entries are provided at the 
discretion of The Valley Diary. The Valley Diary is not an agent for 
any business or individual within its pages and is unable to vouch 
for the advertising claims, professional qualifications, trade 
certifications, memberships of trade associations or content of web 
sites whose addresses may be shown in individual entries or 
adverts published anywhere with its pages. The Valley Diary 
advises users of The Valley Diary to satisfy themselves as to the 
exact type of goods or services offered or qualifications held by the 
businesses or individuals appearing its pages. In short, we’re very 
grateful to advertisers for providing the funds to keep this local 
information exchange going but can’t be held liable in any way by 
readers if advertisers don’t live up to their claims and we won’t get 
involved in any dispute between advertisers in The Valley Diary 
and their customers. If you have any comments which you would 
like passed to any of our advertisers, we will happily do so but 
would encourage you by preference to contact them directly. 

Deadline for the 
March edition 

 

All information for inclusion to 
arrive by 12noon on Thursday 

15th February please 
 

Contact Info… 

 

Diary Dates can be telephoned 
through to Jan on 811786, 

distribution issues to Chris on 811210 
and contributions, articles and 
anything of interest to Tim on 

811968 or emailed to 

tim@valleydiary.org 

 TheTheTheThe    

Partridge InnPartridge InnPartridge InnPartridge Inn    
At Singleton 

    

Presents 
    

    LIVE    LIVE    LIVE    LIVE    

        TRAD        TRAD        TRAD        TRAD    

           JAZZ           JAZZ           JAZZ           JAZZ    
 

EVERY THIRDEVERY THIRDEVERY THIRDEVERY THIRD    

TUESDAYTUESDAYTUESDAYTUESDAY    
 

         811251         811251         811251         811251    

 

WEST DEAN 
POST OFFICE 

& STORES 
 

Groceries & Provisions 
Fruit & Vegetables 

Off License 
Hardware 
Stationery 

Animal feeds 
Calor Gas 

Coal 
Footwear 

Bedding Plants 
(during season) 

Fax & Copy Service 
Newspapers and 

Magazines 
delivered to the Entire Valley 

 

Hours of Business 
(including Post Office) 

 

Mon to Sat: 7am to 8pm 
Sunday: 7am to 1pm 
Tuesday: 7am to 1pm 

 

01243 811210 

The DiaryThe DiaryThe DiaryThe Diary    
who, what  and where in and around the Lavant Valley 

Diary Dates to Jan Elliot please - 01243 811786 - 
elliott.jan@tiscali.co.uk 

February 
Mon.12th East Dean Parish Council 
Meeting: East Dean Village Hall: 
7.30pm 
Thu.15th Singleton & East Dean WI: 
7pm: Singleton Village Hall: Canine 
Partners: Malcolm Wells 
Mon.19th - Fri.23rd School Half 
Term: Singleton 
Wed.21st Singleton Parish Council 
Meeting 
Sat.24th Jumble Sale: Singleton Village 
Hall: 11am 

 

March 
Sat.10th Jumble Sale: Singleton 
Village Hall: 11am 
Thu.15th Singleton & East Dean WI: 
7pm: Singleton Village Hall: Iridology: 
Claire Hicks 
Mon.19th 'Things in our Garden' by 
John Herring: 8pm: East Dean: 811358 
Fri.23rd Fashion Show: Singleton 
School Hall 
Wed.28th Singleton Parish Council 
Meeting 
Fri.30th Last day of School: Singleton 
Sat.31st Easter Extravaganza Eat-In: 
Singleton Village Hall: Phone 811453 

 

April 
Wed.11th Singleton Village Hall 
AGM: 7.30pm 
Mon.16th Back to School: Singleton 
Thu.19th Singleton & East Dean WI: 
7pm: Singleton Village Hall: Foliage & 
Flowers - Out of your Garden & Into 
Your Home: Janet Williams 
Sat.21st Black Tie Cocktail Party: The 
Oak Hall West Dean College 
Fri.27th Young Musician's Concert: 
West Dean Church: 7.30pm 

May 
Wed.9th Singleton Parish Council 
Meeting 
Sat.12th ED&S Horticultural Society: 
Aldingbourne Country Centre 
Sat.12th Levin Down Stroll with 
Rosemary Staples: 10.30am 
Thu.17th Singleton & East Dean WI: 
7pm: Singleton Village Hall: Resolutions 
& Fun Quiz 
Sat.19th S&ED WI Garden Sale & Teas: 
2.30-4pm 
Mon.28th - Fri.1st (June) School 
Half Term: Singleton 

 

June 
Sat.16th ED&S Horticultural Society: 
Garden Visit 
Thu.21st Singleton & East Dean WI: 
7pm: Singleton Village Hall: Fishbourne 
Roman Palace: David Rudkin 
Sat.23rd ED&S Horticultural Society: 
Garden Competition 
Sun.24th Open Gardens in Singleton: 
10am - 5pm 

 

July 
Thu.19th Last day of School: Singleton 
Thu.19th Singleton & East Dean WI: 
7pm: Singleton Village Hall: Summer 
Party 
Fri.20th INSET Day: Singleton School 
Sat.28th Singleton Village Fete 

 

August 
Sat.11th ED&S Horticultural Society: 
Annual Show 

 

September 
Sat.8th ED&S Horticultural Society: 
Levin Down Visit 
Thu.20th Singleton & East Dean WI: 
7pm: Singleton Village Hall: How to buy 
a Sussex Map: Keith Hope-Lang 


