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MONDAY MORNINGS 
NEED NEVER BE DULL 
AND BORING AGAIN! 

 

 COME ALONG TO EAST DEAN 

VILLAGE HALL FOR A DROP-IN 
COFFEE MORNING ANYTIME 

 

 FROM 10.30am to 12.30pm 
(STARTED ON 26th FEBRUARY) 

 

 EVERYONE WELCOME - 
YOUNG AND OLD! 

 
 

 PRODUCE - BRING AND BUY 
TABLE, MOBILE LIBRARY, 

PHOTO-COPIER INFORMATION  
 TABLE AND GENERALLY GOOD 
QUALITY CHAT AND COMPANY!! 

 NO CHARGE! 
 
 

 INFORMATION 

 

 KAREN BARRETT - 811427 
 JANET HOLT - 811257 

Martin Shaw RIP 

 

 The whole Valley community has been 
shocked and saddened by the sudden 

death of  Martin Shaw, GP, 
Churchwarden, friend, who was 

tirelessly energetic in so many areas of 
local life. Our thoughts, sympathies 
and prayers are with Kate, Tom & 

Louise, Robert, John & Helen, and all 
the family. Martin’s funeral was on 
Friday 9th February, at East Dean.  

COMMUNITY OUTLOOK 
David Mather 

We all know how important Neighbourhood Watch 
is to the whole community. Who wants to act as a 
new area co-ordinator, as the previous proud 
holder of this post is unable to continue? 
This role is to support the police effort and through 
a small band of Village helpers, ensure we are all 
aware of this organisation, understand how it can 
help detect crime and act as a very real deterrent.  
If you are interested please phone David Mather on 
01243 811451. 

A BIG ‘THANK YOU’ FROM CHRIS & ELAINE 

 

We have finally done it, we’ve ‘retired’. It was a very stressful time for Geoff and 
Jane as well as for us, with all sorts of last minute hiccups; like the stock takers 
getting stuck because of the snow. That was on the Wednesday, with us moving out 
and them moving in and with us still having to be around and getting in the way. On 
Thursday we transferred the post office. It would have been too much to do all on 
one day. Since then poor Geoff has been stuck behind the post office counter with 
the trainer unable to help much with the inevitable problems that arise in the shop. 
 

We had a wonderful surprise on the Thursday, while the post office chap was still 
faffing about with forms, to receive a visit from the East Dean Parish Council to 
thank us for all the work we had done to keep the only shop left in the valley going, 
and even more surprised by the very generous gift that the people of East Dean had 
contributed to, together with a beautiful painting for which may we thank you very 
much. 
 

On the Friday we were invited to West Dean house for tea and cake where we were 
once again thanked for keeping their shop going for the last 17 years and were 
presented with an engraved print of the house as it used to be, by David Benson for 
the trustees & Simon Ward the Agent for the Foundation. Also present was Mr 
Heymann the previous Agent, who was extremely helpful at the start of our 
occupation of the shop. May we say a grateful thank you for all the help the 
Foundation people gave us over the years and how nice it was to see some old faces 
again. 
 

On the Monday we were invited out to John and Jan Elliot’s for a drink which 
turned out to be another presentation of the generosity of the people of Singleton 
Charlton and West Dean for which may we say thank you. What should have been a 
lovely evening was ruined by hearing the awful news of the death of Martin Shaw. 
This was all the more poignant because the last time we saw him was on Thursday 
afternoon - he was taking the photos of the presentation. We will miss him, as will 
so many others in the valley and far beyond. 
 

All your generosity will manifest its self as a garden shed, a green house, and a very 
small chicken pen for 4 chickens (definitely no cockerel) over the course of the next 
few weeks (which is why we look like a builders yard - and sorry about the collection 
of vehicles - they will diminish eventually). 
 

We do miss seeing you all and hearing all the local news, but we do enjoy having a 
lie in and we are really looking forward to our holiday - we are going to need it. We 
don’t seem to have stopped since we  moved. Our new address and  phone number 
is 23 The Leys, Singleton. 01243 811833. 
 

Once again thank you all for your generosity it is really good to be appreciated, but 
the best way to thank us, is to keep using the shop to keep it going for the next17 
years and more. 



 Caytons Limited 
Stuart A Haill 

Specialist Oil Fired Heating 
Engineer 

Tel: 01798 344213 
Mobile: 07779 11 33 43 

 

E-mail: caytons.ltd@virgin.net 

 
 

LAVANT HOUSE 
CHICHESTER 

Independent day and 
boarding school for girls 

 

Junior 4 to 11 years 
Senior 11 to 16 years     Sixth Form 

 

Tel: 01243 527211 
Email:office@lavanthouse.org.uk 

Herbaceous Perennial 

PLANTS 
 

WIDE CHOICE OF 
PERENNIAL PLANTS 

 

FOR YOUR GARDENS & PATIOS 
 

J Court - Lodgehill Farm 

TEL: 01243 535245 
 

ALSO FRESH FREE 
RANGE EGGS FOR SALE 

100 Club Winners 

 

Lesley Calloway 

 

1st… Mary Page 
2nd… Marion Barker 
3rd... Clare McNair 

Gifts with a difference!  
Wide range of handmade gifts for all occasions by local 
craftswoman. Handpainted silk scarves, pictures, cards. 

Handspun/dyed hats, sweaters - natural or modern 
dyes. Kits for silk paper, knitting, felt-making, braiding.  

And much more!  

Michelle Green 811 783  
mhgreen@handspin.fsnet.co.uk 

 THE DOG HOUSE 
Professional Dog 

Grooming Service 

The Old Dairy, Leggs Farm, 

Heyshott, Midhurst, West Sussex, 

GU29 0DJ 

Louise Brown 

07775 

945721 

 PREMIER NURSING LTD. 
 

Your Local Nursing Agency 
 

Dedicated, qualified nurses  
 available for post operative, 
 palliative and respite care  
in patient’s own home. 

24 hour cover. 
 

Please contact: Caroline Wilson 
2 Arun Street, Arundel, BN18  9DL 
Tel: 01903 883 882 
E-mail: nursing@premierlocums.com 

EAST DEAN 
HONOUR CHRIS 

& ELAINE 
On Thursday 25th January, 
members of East Dean Parish 
Council visited West Dean stores 
to make a special presentation to 
Chris and Elaine Kelly.  A collection had been made in East Dean and the parish 
councillors, on behalf of all the residents of East Dean, presented the Kellys with a 
cheque, a painting of East Dean, a plant and an album containing all the cards sent 
by residents of East Dean to wish them all the best for their retirement and to thank 
them for all the service they have given over the years. 
Kate Shaw, Vice-Chairman of East Dean Parish Council, had organised the 
collection  in East Dean and she passed on to Chris and Elaine all the very best 
wishes from the residents.  We expect to see Chris working in his allotment in East 
Dean before long, and no doubt many of us who pass through Singleton on our way 
to East Dean stores will be stopping to say hi to them in their new home in the Leys. 

WEST DEAN PARISH 
COUNCIL 

We are looking for nominations for 
councillors to serve the next four-year 
period from May 2007. We meet eight 
times a year and meetings last 1 - 2 
hours, always on a Wednesday, 7.30pm 
at West Dean School. Why not come 
to the next meeting on 14th March 
2007? Further information and 
nomination papers will be available 
from the Clerk, Pauline Outen at 132 
West Dean, PO18 0RX - Tel: 01243 
811344. 

STRAY 
TABBY 
CAT 

Now residing in 
Charlton garden. 
Has anyone lost a friendly slightly deaf 
tabby cat? Please call 01243 811338. 

EAST DEAN CHURCH 
FETE 

Saturday 2nd June 2.30pm 
 It's been the best kept secret ever in the 
valley, but now it's out, so put it in your 

diary now! 

EAST DEAN VILLAGE 
HALL 

 

Tim Weeks 
 

All systems go for the East Dean Village 
Hall! Everything is ready and the new 
hall looks magnificent. It is perfect for 
every kind of function whether private or 
social and we particularly welcome any 
local clubs or organisations. 
The official opening is scheduled for 
April 21st at midday. Please make a note 
in your diary as it is going to be a unique 
occasion. 
If you would like to drop in before the 
opening to look round please join Janet 
Holt and Karen Barrett at their Coffee 
Mornings at the new hall every Monday 
between 10.30 & 12.30. In order to make 
a booking please ring Rosemarie 
Saunders on 01243 811904. 
More details about the official opening to 
which all are invited, in the April edition. 



East Dean 
Service Station 

 

AUTOMOBILE 
ENGINEERS 

CAR 
BODY 

REPAIRS 

MOT Tests 
 

Singleton 
811665 or 811750 

 BACK TO SCHOOL? 
 

Need a little extra help in English, 
Maths or Science? 

 

Experienced Lady 
Teacher will Tutor you in 

your Own Home 
 

...and help your child achieve their full 
potential 

Covers all primary tests and entry to 
Senior School 

 

Phone 

01243 535328 

West Dean 
Pre-School Nursery 

Ages 2½ - 5 
Monday to Friday 
9.05am - 1pm 

(Within the grounds of West Dean 
Primary School) 

 
For more 

in- formation phone 

Paula 
on 

01243 
811423 

Airport Car Service 
Large Comfortable Saloon Cars 

Gatwick £45.00 - Heathrow £50.00 

EXEC-CARS 

01243 372862 

Specialist On-Site Cleaners:- 
 Carpets 
 Rugs (Oriental/Chinese) 
 Upholstery 
 Fire & Flood Restoration 
 Other Services Available 
 

Tel: 01243 528888 

Garden Lessons 
Learn in your own garden - Half Day, 

One Day, Whatever! 
Pruning - Plant identification - Propagating 

Weed Control - Problems 

Qualified & Experienced Gardener 

01243 811442  (evenings) 

Volunteer Car 
Service 

Singleton & Charlton 
Transport 

 

The following people will take 
Residents to Lavant Road Surgery and 
provide lifts elsewhere in case of 
Emergency 
 

Bridgid Dunn  811283 
Michael Weld  811420 
Roy Kenzie   811278 
Eileen Kenzie  811278 
Bill Spence   811453 
Maurice Pollock  811260 
Michael Macdonald 811610 
Sue Millar   811256 

MOBILE 
LIBRARY 

 

West Dean Post Office 
10.35 - 10.55 

 

Singleton School Lay-By 
11.00 - 11.30 

 

East Dean Village Hall 
11.40 - 12.00 

 

For more 
information 

call 
01243 

864638 or 
visit their 

website at 
www.westsussex.gov.uk 

 

W&D MUSEUM’S 
POST 
OFFICE 

 

OPENING 
HOURS 

 

Mon: 10am - 
2pm 

 

Tue: 10am - 
2pm 

 

Wed: 10am - 
1pm 

 

Thu: 10am - 2pm 

 

Fri: Closed 

 

Sat: 10am - 12noon 

LOOK AFTER YOUR 
NEIGHBOURS 

 

A cautionary tale based upon a 
recent occurrence from Bill Spence 

 

Wednesday: A knock on the door “Do 
you feel safe in your house?”. After 
several hours... “Your burglar alarm, fire 
extinguisher, carbon monoxide detector 
and security light will be £2500. You 
have 14 days to cancel as I am selling in 
your house. A cheque will do nicely.” - 
Thursday:- A telephone call “We 
happen to be able to fit your system 
tomorrow, will that be alright?” - 
Friday:-  Fitter after work completed 
“Do you want a 3 year warranty on this 
system. Yes? That will be £875 please, a 
cheque will do nicely”. 
The value of this simple system was 
some £600 if fitted by a local supplier. 
All this was for a man of 87 who lives on 
his own and was very frail at the time. 
Such activity is apparently quite common 
and the reason for rushing to fit the 
system is that most elders will not then 
press for removal and cancellation in the 
‘cooling off period’. This sort of activity is 
not illegal, neither is excessive charging 
as it can be argued that ‘buyer beware’. 
The real worry is that the firm now has a 
foot in the door and could well suggest 
installing a monitor system, electrical 
installation review and further perhaps 
installing CCTV. Before long the owner 
has paid out over £10,000 with little 
redress available. All is not lost however 
as these firms can be made to remove the 
system and repay money WITHIN the 
cooling off period. If you have a 
neighbour or relative who requires, or 
suddenly acquires, anything expensive 
like this do ask questions and try to 
protect them and help them find a local 
dealer who will treat them with greater 
respect, after all you know where they 
work and can knock on their door if they 
do a bad job. 
This story does have a happy ending as 
the money was returned, the system 
removed and the Office of Fair Trading 
are pursuing the firm. Finally, if you hear 
of or see anything like this do tell 
Trading Standards who may well know of 
the firm. 



Shed End Bikes 
(West Dean) 

Bike Hire & Repairs 
01243 811766 

07946 341685 - 07810 484822 
Explore the Centurion Way and the 

beautiful countryside 
Bikes for hire from 2 

hours to all day 
Put the fun back 
into the weekend 
and keep fit at the 

same time 

FUNERAL FUNERAL FUNERAL FUNERAL SERVICE andSERVICE andSERVICE andSERVICE and    

MONUMENTAL MASONSMONUMENTAL MASONSMONUMENTAL MASONSMONUMENTAL MASONS    
Preferred and Recommended for 

almost 150 years 

01243 864745 
REYNOLDS FUNERAL SERVICE  
is a truly independent family business  

and has no connection with any group. 

Courtesy vehicle on request or arrangements may be made 
 in the comfort of your own home. 

 

GENTLE YOGA 
CLASSES 

 Singleton Village Hall 
Mondays 2.30-3.45pm(termtime)  

Classes also in Chichester 

Lucy - 01243 572245 

Free! 
Well Rotted Horse Manure 

Available at East Dean 
Can be collected anytime 
Bring your own bags 

Tel. 01243 811358 

Picture Framing 
All types of bespoke framing 
Quality Workmanship - Friendly 

Advice - Creative Ideas 
Collection & Delivery 

Roger Mason 01243 821646 

WellHeeled 
Dog Training Club 

Tuesday Nights 
West Dean Scout Hut  

Puppies 7pm - Older Dogs 8pm 
Elaine or Michele 

01243 811833 

All our work is carried out to the highest standard 

Antique         Traditional         Modern 
 

 

Free Estimates 
Quality Fabrics 

Friendly Family Service 

Unique Upholstery 
Re-upholstery & Recovering 

47 yrs. Exp. 

Call Ray or Penny 
Tel: 01243 641642 
Littleton Barn, Selsey Road, Chichester 

 
onsite 2222    u 

Computer solutions for home and office 

problem solving 
consultancy 
networking 
servicing 
support 

data recovery 

Call Steve directly on 
07748 652206 who covers 

Chichester and the 
Lavant Valley 

THE VALLEY PARISH 
CHURCHES 

For details of Sunday and weekday 
worship see the Valley News insert 

or online at: 

www.achurchnearyou.com 
www.valleydiary.org 

  
Rector of  

East Dean, Singleton, & West Dean:  
The Revd Richard Woods 
who can be contacted at 
The Rectory, Singleton 
Telephone 811213 
or by e-mail at 

Rector@ValleyParish.org 
His day off is Monday 

EAST DEAN CHAPEL 
Services 
Sunday: 

11.00am  &  6.30pm 

Tuesday: 
Bible study & Prayer Meeting  

7.30pm 
 

Contact: S D 
Humphrey 

01243  
811685 

CATHOLIC NEWS 

 

Parish Church 
St. Richards 
Cawley Road 
Chichester 

01243 782343 
 

Masses 
Saturdays 10am & 
6pm 
Sundays 8.30am & 10am 
Week Days Mon/Tues/Fri. 8am 
  M/W/Thu 12.15pm 

 

Contact: Ged Lavery 
01243 811270 

 

PART-TIME CATERING 
ASSISTANTS 

Weekend & Evening Vacancies 
 

Hours of work are 9.00 am – 2.00 
pm & 6.00 pm – 8.30 pm.  We 

offer good rates of pay, including a 
supplement for evening work. 

 

For further information 
please contact Sally Brown 

on 818313 

LIVE MUSIC 
Every Wednesday at The Fox 
Goes Free and every 3rd 

Tuesday of the month, Jazz at 
The Partridge Inn 

Advertise? 
 

600 copies must be seen by  
2000 people across the Valley - 
and that’s without those who 

find it on the website! Give me a 
call to find out how - 811968 

Yesterday… 

 

1.2 Billion people had no safe 
drinking water; 40 Million were HIV 
positive (5 million in Africa); 8 
Million Americans had cancer; 3 
Million people crossed international 
borders; 250,000 people were in an 
airplane (at any one time); 220,000 
were born; 150,000 died; 170,000 
people entered France; 140,000 new 
cars were made; 11,000 bunches of 
flowers were bought in the UK; 
2,000 people visited Stonehenge; 
1,000 books were published; 100 
Americans committed suicide 
 

...much like today 



EAST DEAN AND SINGLETON 
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

GARDENING CLUB 
 

BECOME A MEMBER - ONLY £2 PER 
YEAR! 

 

BENEFITS INCLUDE : Reduced price 
admission (with Society card) to RHS Gar-
dens, Wisley; Discount at 4 local suppliers; 

All the shows, talks and activities put on 
annually: 12th May: Aldingbourne Country 

Centre, 16th June: Garden Visit, 23rd 
June: Garden Competition, 8th September: 

Levin Down Visit, 11th August: Annual 
Show, 29th November: AGM & Winter Talk 

 

Membership Secretary 
Jill Mountford 
01243  811358 

 SINGLETON PLAYSCHOOL 
 

 

Children Welcome 

From 

2 - 5 years 
 

Permanent Dedicated Room 

within Singleton C E Primary 

School 

5 days a week 
 

07792 489638 

RUBBISH 
CLEARANCE 

 

Garden Shed and Household 
Clearance Undertaken 

 

No job to small 
 

All types of Gardening work 
Undertaken 

 

GARY 
01243 811217 

Mobile: 07977 346380 

 MOLES! 
MOLES! 
MOLES! 
 

DRIVING YOU CRAZY!?! 
 

Call Dominic 
 

Your Local Experienced 
Mole Catcher 
 

01243 527881 
07810 843837 

NEWAYS 
Non-toxic products for skin care, 
hair care, nutitional supplements, 
weight management, household 
cleaning, cosmetics, car care 

 

FREE product brochure/DVD and 
info. 

20% off first retail order 
FREE registration for Neways 
Direct Service with free p&p 

 

Independent Distributor 
Pauline Outen 
01243 811344 

MARMALADE 
FOOD WITH FLAIR 

Susannah Prain 

Lavant 01243 780525 

 

mrsmarmalade@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

A variety of events catered for, 
from dinner parties to special 
events 
 

Food for your fridge or freezer 
- fresh, organic dishes cooked 
for your convenience, to be 
served at your convenience 

 

Party planning service 

SINGLETON 
VILLAGE FETE 

Saturday 28 July 2007! 
 

David Mather 
 

If you are looking at your diary and 
arranging a holiday or other activity 
during this New Year please remember 
this important date to be here! 

WANTED 
For Animal Rescue Centre 

Good Condition Duvets, 
Duvet Covers, Blankets & 
Towels. Can Collect. 

Please phone Sarah on 01243 811477 
(leave message & telephone number 

please) 

ENGLISH & IRISH 
FAMILY SEARCH 

 

Hello to all readers of the Valley Diary! 
We've set up a website to help people 
in their search for ancestors. Our site is 
free to use for members for English 
and Irish Family Searches. We will help 
in any way we can. Our Managers can 
search English and Irish Records. We 
are also able to run some searches in 
America and Australia. As our 
membership grows, you will meet 
people from all countries searching for 
relatives. Our Managers on site are 
Frances, Marian, Kay, Pam and myself, 
Mike. If you would like to join us visit 
 

http://groups.msn.com/
EnglishandIrishFamilySearch 

 

Many thanks to Tim Salmon, for his 
help with this new site. Mike 
McCarthy, Manager. 

SUPPORT ST 
RICHARD’S 
CAMPAIGN 
NEWSLETTER 
FEBRUARY 2007 

 

On the 16th January an All Party Rally 
took place in Westminster Hall to 
demonstrate against the downgrading of 
hospitals throughout England. We were 
allocated 40 seats in Westminster Hall 
and Richardson Travel kindly provided 
us with the coach. About ten hospitals 
from as far away as Penzance were 
represented, with St Richard’s providing 
the most supporters. After the speeches 
in Westminster a small delegation went 
to see Patricia Hewitt. 
 

The delegation included our Co-
Chairman, Dr Marjory Greig, a 
consultant microbiologist from St 
Richard’s. All the doctors attending had 
the same message - the reconfiguration 
does not have the support of the 
clinicians and without their support it 
will be very difficult to implement such 
dramatic changes. In order to get 
support the health authorities must 
prove that it will be clinically safe and 
cheaper to run. At 5pm prompt they were 
herded out of the office! 
 

We continue to await the publication of 
the consultation document. At a meeting 
of the West Sussex Health Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee on Monday 29th 
January, John Wilderspin (Chief 
Executive of West Sussex PCT) indicated 
that in mid-February he will be able to 
indicate when it will take place. We 
anticipate that it could be at the end of 
March or after the local elections, which 
take place in May. 
 

As soon as the document is published we 
will produce a leaflet indicating what the 
options mean for St Richard’s and how 
people can respond. There will be public 
meetings held throughout the area and 
we will rally to London with our petition 
which is currently 134,303 signatures 
strong! 
 

If you would like to help distribute the 
leaflets, we would be very grateful for 
your help.  Please contact Abigail Rowe 
in the Campaign Office on 01243 788122 
Ext 2728 or by email: Abigail.rowe@rws-
tr.nhs.uk 

 

For further updates please visit   
www.supportstrichards.co.uk 



 MILESTONE 
GARAGE 
COCKING 

 

SERVICING - REPAIRS 

MOTs - TYRES 
CAR SALES 

 

Courtesy Car Available 
 

01730 813148 

 

QUALIFIED PLUMBER, ELECTRICAL & 
OIL SERVICE ENGINEER 

Francis Ward 
T/A BLETHCLEY SPAS & 

POOLS 

 
OIL BOILER INSTALLATION 

SERVICING & COMMISSIONING 
ALL POOL & SPA SERVICING 

& REPAIRS 
ELECTRICAL WORK 

PLUMBING & LEADWORK REPAIRS 
 

Tel: 01243 811960 
Mobile: 07941 039378 

Got a few 
hours to 
spare? 
Want to do 

something useful and 
rewarding? 

Got an evening or day spare each 
week? Want to earn a bit more? 

People with learning difficulties who 
are members of this community need 

others to help them access their 
community. They find it difficult 
sometimes and you could help. 

Because you know this community! 
Find out how - give Clive a ring... 

01243 811482 

Do You Need A Gardener? 
 

Garden Wonders is a Garden Maintenance 
Agency providing professional, local gar-

deners selected and vetted by 
horticultural professional and 
qualified Garden Designer, 

Debra Foster 
(www.debrafoster.co.uk) 

 

Our gardeners are certainly 
not ‘jobbers’! Therefore, all 
gardening tasks are carried 
out correctly and efficiently 

and a character reference for your gardener 
is automatically provided. 

For more information:  

Call 023 9257 0833 
www.gardenwonders.ltd.uk 

 

EAST DEAN PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Following the meeting of East Dean Parish Council on 23rd October 2006, the 
following discussion was opened to the approximately 30 parishioners who 
attended the meeting.  The parishioners had a chance to view the plans of the 
proposed development in East Dean, to ask questions of Mr Nigel Draffan of 
Goodwood Estate, and to express any concerns they may have. The full minutes of 
the Parish Council meeting can be viewed on the website at www.valleydiary.org/
parishnews.html. 
 

Proposed Development at Manor Farm, Ides Barn and East Dean 
Garage 
It was made clear by Nigel Draffan of Goodwood Estate that the initial application 
would be for the development of Manor Farm dairy and the buildings at Ides Barn, 
and the plans for the garage development were not quite ready yet and would be 
submitted at a later date. 
Manor Farm Barns and Ides Barn 
The reasons for the new development were outlined by Nigel Draffan.  The dairy is 
out of date and too small, and a new modern dairy was planned for the Ides Barn 
site, with a capacity for 200 cows which was almost double the current number.  
Two cottages, which would be agricultural tenancy buildings, would be part of this 
development.  The old barns at Manor Farm would therefore become redundant 
and the development of the existing flint barns would pay for the building of the 
new dairy.  The present ATCO barns would be demolished and the land returned to 
green space. 
The following points were covered: 
1. There would be no increase in traffic nor any alteration to Droke Lane. The milk 
tanker would probably access Ides Barn from the A285 end of the lane and it was 
likely there would be a collection every second day instead of daily. There would be 
less farm traffic through the main part of the village. 
2. Drainage:  there was no upgrading of current drainage included in the plans, and 
the new development would probably have a self-contained system.  However this 
was not initially an issue for the Parish Council, as the plans for drainage/sewerage 
would have to pass the planning process.  The point would be mentioned when the 
Parish Council sends in their comments. 
3. Parking:  although there was the legal minimum number of designated parking 
spaces, concern was expressed that this would still not be enough and cars would 
have to parked on the road.  This would also be commented on by the Parish 
Council. 
4. Outside Lighting:  Concerns were expressed about light pollution, and it was 
agreed that Goodwood should place a covenant restricting outside lighting to some 
form of low level down lighting. 
5. It was possible that a developer may attempt to alter plans once they have been 
passed.  This could not be prevented by Goodwood Estate, although they could place 
covenants. 
6. The properties would be freehold properties with no restriction on the type of 
purchasers.  As they were mostly 1 bed units with no private gardens, it was felt they 
may only be purchased as retirement or weekend cottages. 
7. Walled paddock.  This would be given by Goodwood to the Parish Council in 
perpetuity.  Views were expressed strongly that the land should be kept as green 
space only, and not used for any other purpose. 
 

East Dean Garage 
It was generally agreed that it was essential to have good provision for East Dean 
garage and everything should be done to retain the business in the village. 
1. Concerns were expressed about the orientation of the proposed new garage 
building which may expose Downlands to noise and air pollution.  Reorientation of 
the building would be considered by Goodwood Estate, and it was agreed that 
further discussions involving Tim Calloway, Ian and Julie Stevens, and Ray and 
Margaret Ashdown with Goodwood Estate and the parish council would be 
arranged. 
2. Ray Ashdown expressed a concern about the accuracy of the boundary between 
his property and Goodwood’s land as indicated on the plans. 
3. The question of long-term parking space on the garage area was raised, and it was 
felt that the proposed parking area probably would be adequate. 
 

Conclusions 
1. It was concluded that there was a general acceptance of the applications for the 
dairy buildings, and also for the garage proposals although some further 
consultation was needed. 
2. The parish council would include in its comments to the District Council mention 
of the following concerns: 
2a. drains/sewerage; 
2b. possible light pollution; 
2c. enough parking spaces. 



East Dean, West Dean & 
Singleton’s Parish Council  

 

Meetings Minutes & Agendas 
 

www.valleydiary.org/
parishnews.html 

Valley Diary 
Online! 

 
 

Each and every copy of The Valley 
Diary is delivered to all the homes 
in the Villages of the Lavant Valley 

but is also available online to 
download. Head on over to 

www.valleydiary.org and click on 
Other Stuff from the drop-down 
menu then The Valley Diary. 

MOWERCARE 
GARDEN 

MACHINERY 

SALES, SERVICE, SPARES & 
REPAIRS 

For the servicing & repair of lawnmowers 
and all other items of garden machinery 
Unit 14A Bilsham Industrial Estate 

(behind “The Lamb”), Bilsham Road, Yap-
ton 

Local area Collection & Delivery 

Graham Allen 
Tel./Fax. 01243 558822 or 

07932 690203 

 DH PRIVATE HIRE 
Lavant 

Local, Reliable, Friendly 
Door to Door service 

Any distance near or far 
Airports/Docks/Theatres 

or just into 
town 

Phone Des on 
01243 789578 

MARYANNE SCHOOL OF 
DANCING 

 

SINGLETON VILLAGE HALL 
 

BALLET, TAP AND MODERN 
CLASSES 

 

CHILDREN FROM 3 YEARS OF 
AGE - SATURDAY MORNINGS 

 

TAP AND MODERN CLASSES 
 

ADULTS, BEGINNERS AND 
ADVANCED - TUESDAY EVENINGS 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

PHONE WENDY 
01243 789456 

OUT AND ABOUT ON 
LEVIN DOWN, PLUS A 
BIT OF NOSTALGIA 

 

Rosemary Staples 

 

Isn't it nice to see the River Lavant running 
again. I know we don't want it getting too high, 
but I do love to see that silver ribbon running 
across the meadow from Charlton when we are 
on Levin Down. It takes me right back to when I 
was little, in the dim and distant past, when the 
river always seemed to run in late winter and 
spring every year. If it didn't rise before Christmas, February Filldyke usually did 
the trick. It brings back happy memories of paddling, floating homemade boats, 
looking for frogs spawn in the still bits where the cows broke down the banks and 
made little quiet pools. It also brings back not so happy memories of getting my 
wellies full of water and getting a telling-off from my mum! Then not being allowed 
out until they were dry - this took ages as they had to be stuffed with newspaper and 
stood upside down beside the range. 
Then we had the snow. You had to be quick or you missed it! It did look very pretty 
at first, but then it started to drip. We got very wet walking on the hill from lumps of 
wet snow dropping from the trees on our heads. I did manage to get some good 
photographs this time as there was more snow on the north side of Levin and it 
wasn't melting so quickly. This provoked more childhood memories of getting the 
sledge down from the shed roof, where it lived the rest of the time, and off to the 
best slope. Either front or back of the house, depending which had most snow. 
There was a good assortment of sledges, ranging from home-made ones like ours, 
made by dad, to sheets of corrugated iron turned up at the front. Anything really 
that would slide downhill with two or three bodies aboard! If you made it all the way 
down it was wonderful. Mostly though you hit a rut or some such thing and were 
tipped out, landing in the cold snow, freezing hands and feet! But we were up again 
and off up for another go. 
You will have probably have gathered there is not a lot going on up Levin Down at 
the moment, hence the delving back into my mis-spent childhood! We have been 
watching a pair of Kestrels, often to be seen on the south side. We are hoping they 
will get used to us gawping at them so we can capture them digitally, if Johnny 
Kingdom can do it why not us?! 
Time is up again - doesn't it fly when you are enjoying yourself? See you soon. 

DUCK RACE! 

Saturday 14th April 
 

Martin Davies 
 

The Annual Singleton 
CC Duck Race will 
take place this year 
on Saturday 14th 
April starting 

at midday, with the 
finish line at the 

bridge on the cricket 
ground itself. The Club bar will be open 
and refreshments will be provided at the 
ground. Ducks cost just £1 and can be 
purchased at various outlets throughout 
Singleton and West Dean, including the 
pubs and West Dean Stores, and can 

even be purchased online at 
www.singletoncc.co.uk/duckrace.htm, 

where details of the many prizes 
available will also be posted. Full details 
will appear in next month's Valley Diary. 



MEMORIES OF EAST DEAN SCHOOL 
 
 

Ruth Flint (nee West) - email:  flintb_r@hotmail.com 
 
 

The Infants Class (known as “The Little Room”) and Miss Smith, 
Teacher 
 

I remember the steps up to the classroom seemed so steep. The small beech chairs 
with the rounded top rail and the doweled back. (Coming off the bus from 
Secondary School after E.D. school closed, I saw the chairs taken round the back of 
the school to be burned. I asked if I could have one and was told by the woman 
cleaner - no!) Our classroom had an open fire and guard around it but the teacher 
used to stand in front of it and lift her skirt to warm herself! I remember some of the 
children daring one another to go to the right because there, it was said, you could 
see her long pink knickers! No doubt the children did not appreciate the fact that 
she rode her bike from Fishbourne to East Dean to teach, so she must have felt cold! 
The bucket toilets were outside round the back of the school - most of the school 
children were used to these at home, but quite a venture outside, when you were 
allowed to go, and fear of asking - especially in the middle of a lesson. No hand wash 
that I can remember. I think we did wash our hands before lunch - cold water in an 
enamelled bowl with carbolic soap. 
 
 

Going into the "Big room", the Juniors 
 

Miss Holland taught there. She was also Head teacher. What a marvel she was! The 
things she did. Being a Church of England School naturally everything was based on 
Religion and morals. There were Scripture lessons - lots of drawing of Disciples etc. 
We were taken to the Church for a service in the week. The Vicar was Reverend 
Miller. We loved to scuff our shoes through the crisp Beech leaves on route. I 
remember having to kneel on rough hassocks in the pews, which seemed to a small 
child so dark, and boring. I remember the wonderful pleasure of Mothering Sunday. 
For a few pennies we had a bunch of cultured Violets for our Mothers - they were 
beautiful! Our desks were metal framed,  some double, some single, with an inkwell 
at the top and a place for the dip pen. The ink powder had to be mixed up - it was 
stored in the wooden crib (which was for the Christmas Nativity play.) I also recall 
using a slate. We had needlework, wool spinning, weaving, Art, English, Maths, 
History and Geography. Nature walks were wonderful! But the allotments were 
quite a thing. We used to march down the village past the pond and garage and on 
the left at the tapering end of the allotments we dug. On a hot day (on our return 
journey) Miss Holland would stop at the shop and buy Lemonade or Ice cream for 
us, which we had outside her house. I remember trying to peer into her water butt 
and loosing my glasses in it. She reminded me years later! We did Country Dancing 
- sometimes in the playground, or in bad weather inside. The dust used to rise in the 
air off the dusty floorboards as we danced up and  down the room - made us cough! 
There was a box full of old Plimsolls for us to wear for sport or dancing. They used 
to be put in a bowl of Dettol sometimes and washed. Playtime was skipping or tag 
games, marbles, conkers and football for the boys. Running around in the 
playground with the flint walls would not be allowed today. We had a flagpole in the 
left  corner of the school, ribbons were attached to it for Maypole dancing practice. 
For the Queen’s Coronation celebrations  “a Fete” was held in the meadow to the 
back left of the school. A Maypole was erected, we had to dance to the village. I 
remember the fear of going wrong and messing up the pattern made by the ribbons! 
Then came Christmas the climax of the year – “The Nativity Play”. Stored items 
were unpacked. Strings were put across the classroom - we unravelled thin strips of 
tin foil to drape over the string - this marked the edge of the stage area. A wooden 
frame was covered with blankets to make a stable - the crib was placed in the 
middle. Miss Holland spent days boiling up the Muslin on the coke stove - it had a 
fireguard and the washing was hung around it to dry. Out of the boxes came Robes 
for Mary and Elizabeth,  Angel Gabriel, David and Shepherds and the Kings and for 
little Angels from the infants class. A busy time with making things rehearsing, 
singing etc. As I said, what a wonderful person Miss Holland was. On top of all the 
production , washing of garments etc., she would be behind the piano playing, yet 
still watching and prompting the children. We had a big Christmas Tree with a 
present for each child in the school, which was paid for by Mrs Hughes each year. 
We were so lucky to have had such a wonderful childhood. The school closed when I 
left to go to secondary school. My sister Eileen, my cousin Janet and a few others 
finished their education at Singleton school.  
My father, Sidney West and my mother, Elsie May (nee Lillywhite) both attended 
East Dean school. They recalled that some children were so poor that they did not 
have shoes. Miss Belham was the Headteacher in those days. My mother’s father 
(Harold Lillywhite) also went to East Dean school, but it was said that his parents 
(Frank Lillywhite & Sarah (nee Glover)) had to pay a shilling for his education! 
Frank Lillywhite, my great grandfather, who was born at East Dean received free 
education at Molecombe, Goodwood, with the Duke of Richmond’s children. 

 

Thinking of that 
dream home? 

 

Want to live in the 
sun? 

 

A Fantastic range 
of Villas and 
Apartments in 
Turkey - Prices 
starting at £20,000 
 

Free Brochure - please give us a 
call on 01252 521700 

info@oceanwideproperties.co.uk 
www.oceanwideproperties.co.uk 

 K.M.C.ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES 

 

DOMESTIC INSTALLATIONS 

P.A.T. TESTING 

COMMERCIAL ELECTRICS 

AND 

MAINTENANCE SERVICES 

 

J.I.B. APPROVED 
 

Phone: Keith on 01243 780900 

Mobile :07763 923861 

Wanted to Rent 

SECURE 
GARAGE 

 

...OR PART OF 
LOCK UP BARN 

 

Good Rent Paid 

 

Please Phone 
 

07785 367475 



60 SECOND INTERVIEW 

 

Janet Holt with Tim Weeks 

 

Larger than life character, Tim Weeks from East Dean is our 60 second interviewee this 
month. Tim has spear-headed the refurbishment of the village hall, which has now been 
completed, and it is back in use and taking bookings! Tim is a man of many talents, one 
of which is restoring old radios and gramaphones. He agreed to give me 60 seconds of 
his time!…….. 
 

If you didn’t live in East Dean, where would you choose to live? Trouble is this 
place takes you over! I think it would have to be Bath - I love all the history and the 
architecture, all that Roman - ness! 
 

What type of music do you listen to and what’s your favourite radio station? 
I love jazz from the 30’s and 40’s and I listen to Radio 4 - or as I still like to think of it, 
The Home Service! 
 

How do you relax? Walking on the hills around here really. 
 

Where would be your ideal holiday destination? That would have to be New 
Zealand. I went 8 years ago and had the holiday of a life-time. I would love to go back. 
 

What’s the best piece of advice you were ever given? This is a tough one as I’d love to say that I was taken on my 
grandfather’s knee and set up for life with all manner of little homilies, but I can’t remember even getting a Werther’s Original! 
I think this would have to be “Don’t Let the  B*******s grind you down!” 
 

If you won the lottery, what would you do with the cash? This is the bit where I have to say of course that I would look 
after all my mates and my sister and get rid of everyone’s mortgage! It would be nice to set up a trust fund or something for the 
kids of East Dean going off to University, so that they weren’t strapped with student loans - something like that I think! 
 

If you could change it,  What would you have liked to have done in life? I would have quite liked to have been an 
archaeologist! That really appeals to me! - or in an ideal world, I’d have loved to have been the Director of the Southern 
Railway in about 1923, and had that massive train-set to play with! 
 

What’s your all time favourite book and why? Don’t think I’ve got an all time favourite - it depends on what I’m reading 
at the time! I’m particularly enjoying A A Gill’s “The Angry Island - Hunting the English”  at the moment - very amusing! 
 

What’s your favourite meal?  And where do you like to eat out? I love curry and  my favourite meal is Lamb Rogan 
Josh and I love eating at The India Gate in St Pancras, Chichester. 
  

What would you like your epitaph to say? It’s been 120 very good years! 98 of them as chairman of the village hall 
committee! - I can dream! 



 01243.co.uk 
Brian Gattrell 

 

For all your computing 
needs 

 

Installations Repairs 
Upgrades Networking 
Internet Connections 
Advice and Support 

15 years hands-on experience 
 

Please call 01243 811421 or 07899 
671343 for a reliable and efficient 

service 
 

Email: brian@01243.co.uk 

PAINTING 
DECORATING, 

MAINTENANCE & 
WINDOW CLEANING    

        

07743 82689307743 82689307743 82689307743 826893    

01243 78894401243 78894401243 78894401243 788944    

 

FREE ESTIMATES 
GREAT SERVICE 

The Weald & Downland is England’s 
leading museum of historic buildings and 
traditional rural life. Why not become a 
VOLUNTEER (no previous experience 
needed!); or a FRIEND who can benefit 
from year round free admission, 
including special events 

Tel 01243 811363 

Forest Hogs 
 

Woodland 
Reared  

Tamworths 
 

Half pig packs and Sausages 
Hog roasts available 

for parties etc. 
Also half Lamb packs & 

Lamb Roasts 
To order please ring 

01243 811553 

PINNPINNPINNPINNAAAACLECLECLECLE    

CATERING AND EVENTCATERING AND EVENTCATERING AND EVENTCATERING AND EVENT    

ORGANISINGORGANISINGORGANISINGORGANISING    
    

ALLOW US TO ORGANISE YOUR 

SPECIAL OCCASION. 

BIRTHDAY PARTY, WEDDING, 

CORPORATE HOSPITALITY, 

LUNCH, DINNER OR COCKTAIL 

PARTY 
 

Contact Simon or Tracey on 

TEL/FAX: 01243 811564 

MOBILE: 07771 542195 

Email: nomis.thomas@virgin.net 

811 Directory 
 

811207 - East Dean Church Warden 
811210 - West Dean Stores 
811213 - Richard Woods (Rector) 
811217 - Rubbish Clearance 
811247 - West Dean School 
811251 - The Partridge Inn 
811270 - Catholic Church 
811280 - Singleton Church Warden (Alt.) 
811318 - The Star & Garter 
811344 - Non-Toxic Products 
811358 - Free Manure! 
811358 - ED&S Horticultural Society 
811363 - Weald & Downland Museum 
811365 - Singleton Village Hall 
811421 - 01243.co.uk 
811423 - West Dean Pre-School Nursery 
811427 - East Dean Village Hall 
811441 - P D McCann 
811451 - Singleton Fete 
811461 - The Fox Goes Free 
811482 - Dignity Group 
811518 - Paths & Drives 
811553 - Forest Hogs 
811556 - East Dean Church Warden (Alt.) 
811564 - Pinnacle Catering 
811610 - Singleton Church Warden 
811634 - Herniman Interiors 
811634 - Exercise to Music 
811641 - West Dean Church Warden 
811641 - Firewood Supplies 
811665 - East Dean Service Station 
811666 - Woodstock House Hotel 
811679 - Singleton School 
811685 - East Dean Chapel 
811685 - Paths & Drives 
811750 - East Dean Service Station 
811766 - Shed End Bikes 
811783 - Handmade Gifts 
811786 - John & Jan Elliot 
811823 - D & E Keates 
811874 - Natasha Odin (Proofreading) 
811900 - Furniture Restoration 
811960 - Francis Ward 
811968 - TVD Admin: Tim Salmon 
811976 - Haredown Mountainboarding 
 

And the others… 
527211 - Lavant House School 
527264 - Lavant Road Surgery 
527881 - Mole Catcher 
528888 - ServiceMaster 
535245 - Perennial Plants 
535246 - West Dean Church Warden 
(Alt.) 
535273 - Small Household Tasks 
535328 - Local Teacher 
558822 - Mowercare 
572245 - Lucy Younger’s Yoga 
641642 - Unique Upholstery 
775419 - Diamond Plants 
778504 - Big Beautiful Garden Company 
782343 - St Richard’s Church 
785595 - Beauty Therapist 
786003 - Roger Gunn 
786011 - Chiropodist 
788944 - Jason Bottomley 
789456 - Maryanne School of Dancing 
789578 - D H Private Hire 
820550 - Houseproud 
821646 - Picture Framing 

 Herniman 
Interiors 

 

Quality Hand Made 
Curtains/Soft Furnish-
ings, Bespoke Blinds: 
Roller, Venetian Ro-

man, Vertical 

FREE HOME 

CONSULTATION 
 

Denise Herniman 
 

07976 777271  or  01243 811634 

www.herniman.co.uk 
2 Sycamore Cottages, Church Lane, West Dean 

Visiting Chiropodist 

 

Member of the 
British Chiropody Association 

Qualified Surgical 
Chiropodist 

Treatment in the 
comfort of your own 

home 

01243 786011 
Ken Strudwick 

MBChA; MSSCh; B.Ed(Hons.); SRN; C.Health Ed; 

 



NEED TO CONTACT 
YOUR LOCAL 
POLICE? 

 

If it’s an emergency, or to report a 
crime as it’s happening, dial 999 and 
ask for the police - the same way as 
ever. For other crimes and urgent 
matters, there’s still the central 0845 
60 70 999 number to call Sussex 
Police. 
 

However if the matter’s not urgent and 
you’d like to find out who the officers 
for your neighbourhood are, along with 
how to contact them, there’s now a 
whole new way to get in touch. Go to 
www.sussex.police.uk, type in your 
postcode and you’ll now find the names 
and photographs of all your local 
neighbourhood officers. Click on their 
pictures and you’ll see their personal 
profiles and contact details. You can 
contact them either by sending an 
email or by leaving them a voicemail 
message, simply by phoning the 0845 
60 70 999 number and using the 
individual extension number provided. 
 

The new system is the result of a six-
month project by Sussex Police’s in-
house web team to give every 
Neighbourhood Specialist Team across 
Sussex its own web page. 
 

In addition to photographs and contact 
details for every Police Community 
Support Officer and Neighbourhood 
Specialist Constable in Sussex the 
pages also contain a monthly What’s 
happening in your area? community 
update, regular news flashes for the 
district, details of upcoming street 
briefings, up-to-date information about 
how local police are doing and details 
about your nearest police station. 
 

Supt Robin Smith, who has been 
leading Sussex Police’s neighbourhood 
policing project, said: “We are using 
friendly technology that could, over 
time, revolutionise the way that people 
keep in touch with us. We want to 
make it as simple as possible for people 
to develop a two-way conversation with 
their local police – that’s what genuine 
neighbourhood policing should be all 
about. If it works as well as we hope, it 
should ultimately lead to safer, more 
confident communities - and lower 
crime.” 

ABSURD! 
 

If smoking is so bad for you, how 
come it cures salmon? 

 
 

Why don’t NHS bosses start hiring 
obsessive compulsives as nurses? 
Their attention to hygiene and 

constant hand washing would see 
an end to MRSA outbreaks in no 

time! 

GARY BOXALL 

 

Hi there! About Three years or so ago, I 
had discovered that my family have lived 
in and around Singleton since the 15th 
century. I used to live in the area during 
the mid to late 1970's. I'm now living in 
North Hants/Surrey borders and when 
I'm passing I like to pop into the church 
were my ancestors are buried inside 
(Cobden's). I have just discovered your 
website ‘The Valley Diary’, which I 
intend to read in full and keep [myself] 
up-dated. Thank you. 
www.petersfieldphotographic.com 

Entertainment big or small? 

 

John Doff 

 

Happy Feet!  Have you seen it?  It’s amusing, witty and cleverly made.   But to a 
small boy sitting with his mother in the row in front of me, it was also pretty scary.   
When the whale roared up trying to eat the penguin, small boy hid on the floor, and 
then made straight for his mother’s lap.   He also didn’t much care for the elephant 
seals either.   Because, after all a movie on a big screen is big – really big. 
 

I was reminded of the small boy’s reaction the other day when a young friend 
proudly showed me “Pirates of the Caribbean” on his iPod; the screen was a mere 
two inches across.   “Pirates” however has lots of wide vistas and noisy tumult—a 
vast ocean under the dazzling sun.   There are  colonial towns, deep-cleavaged ladies 
and toothless drunks.   That’s on the big screen.   On the iPod there is a looming 
ship the size of a twig, patches of sparkling blue, and a face or a skull flashing by.   
There too are Johnny Depp and Orlando Bloom duelling like two angry mosquitoes.   
Hardly a substitute for the wide screen I thought, and the five year old, were he to 
watch Happy Feet’s two inch whale would be singularly unimpressed.  No magic 
there then. 
 

And then the natural place for an iPod has to be on your lap so that your arms don’t 
get tired.   But at that distance it’s quite hard to focus on the image.  Then the iPod 
tends to ride up and down every time you take a breath (well some people’s 
tummies are more exuberant than others).   You may also have top quality 
headphones, but that’s not quite the same as surround sound is it?  All those 
negatives are quickly dismissed by the so-called entertainment experts: they firmly 
believe that young people are prepared nowadays to look at movies on any screen at 
all. Large or small.   Most kids of course don’t have bellies and they can contort into 
the most amazing shapes so that to them holding an iPod is no problem, whether on 
a school bus, walking down a street, upside down on a swing, or under the duvet 
after lights out. 
 

Yes but…the iPod can’t compare with the big screen can it?   The iPod allows you to 
see all sorts of other things going on around you at the same time.  It can’t immerse 
you totally into a story.   That being the case, are the movie makers going to carry on 
making huge blockbusters if most of the audience is going to be watching on a tiny 
screen? 

 

What we shall be seeing during the next decade is going to be affected by an 
enormous speeding up of the communication possibilities.   To begin with  
Cinema theatre revenues account for less than twenty percent of total movie 
revenues.   Theatres bring in much less money than other revenue streams.  Half the 
movie’s revenue resides in what it gets from sales to television, (free, cable, pay-per-
view) plus DVD sales and rentals.   We’re moving towards the age of “content on 
demand – when you want it, and how you want it”. 
 

So not too far ahead there is likely to be a big box in your living room connected to 
the internet.   It will collect music, TV shows and movies – new and old.   The 
system will allow you to burn any bit of that entertainment on to your own DVD; 
you’ll be able to play them in another room if you want to.   There will be another 
device that will allow you to transmit your DVDs wirelessly all over the house.   The 
children will transfer movies onto one portable device or another, and then squirrel 
themselves away somewhere, free from brothers, sisters, and parents; or they will 
take a copy to a friend’s house and load it onto a screen there.   Their parents will 
watch many of the movies at home, on screens that will get bigger and bigger, 
eventually covering an entire wall.    But that’s alright: if Happy Feet’s whale is once 
again to be projected huge inside your house, then there’s hope.   Entertainment will 
once again be big and all enveloping, and the small five year old will be tempted to 
hide behind the sofa.  

STILL NOT 
PAID? 

I’ll be on my knees 
soon! Most people have 
now done the decent 
thing but there are still 
a few people who have 
not. Before I waste 

more money and time sending out 
begging letters, please (pretty please?) 
settle your invoice - or at least let me 
know if you’re not wanting to continue. 
Thanks very much, once again, to all 

our advertisers and sponsors. 



HEALER HEALING 
Bodyworker, Reiki Master 
An integrated and intuive 

approach to health and healing 
through the release of dis'ease' 
and realignment of vital flow on 

all levels of being: 
Mental - emotional - physical - spiritual 
Trained in Holistic and Deep Tissue Massage, 
Cranio-sacral Release, Life Coaching, NLP and 

Soul Talk - free half hour consultation 

Call Rachel on 07803 88 22 93 

 
 
 

Specialist Tree Care & Stump RemovalSpecialist Tree Care & Stump RemovalSpecialist Tree Care & Stump RemovalSpecialist Tree Care & Stump Removal    
    

TREE SURGERYTREE SURGERYTREE SURGERYTREE SURGERY::::    
 Felling       • Hedge Cutting 

 Crown Reduction      • Garden Maintenance 

 Crown Lifting      • Clearance Work 

 Crown Thinning      • Pruning & Planting    
For  a personal and professional service - reliable and reasonable 

TEL:   TEL:   TEL:   TEL:   01243 820550  01243 820550  01243 820550  01243 820550  ·  MOB:   MOB:   MOB:   MOB:   07960 95046707960 95046707960 95046707960 950467    

NCH. Arb. NPTC  

D. J. CampbellD. J. CampbellD. J. CampbellD. J. Campbell � 

Late New Year’s Resolution! 
I have decided to give up procrastination 
for the New Year but I think I will start 

next week... 

LEVIN DOWN HELPERS NEWSLETTER 
SPRING - SUMMER - 2007 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

The autumn and winter have seen 
much effort on the reserve - from 
September to the end of January - a 
total of 118 volunteer working days 
have been spent on the reserve - and 
a large amount of scrub control and 
path widening has been 
accomplished - a big thanks to you 
all. The last two tasks this winter are 
as follows: 
 

25 February - Sunday Task  &  11 March - Sunday Task 
Meet Charlton Cross Roads 10am. Please wear old clothes, bring drink, 
lunch, stout shoes/boots, waterproofs etc. We normally work until about 
2.30 - 3 pm (weather dependant). Please ring if you are doubtful about the 
weather. 
 

As always we have a break from tasks during the Spring - I have arranged 
two evening tasks again this year: 
 

18 May - Friday Evening Task  &  
15 June - Friday Evening Task 
Please ring for details of meeting 
point nearer the time, meet at 6 pm, 
and let me know if you wish to have a 
meal after in one of the local pubs. 
 

ALSO - this summer we have 
changed the format of our Festivities 
Walk - this time it is by booking ONLY 
through the Chichester Festivities - 
01243 785718 or info@chifest.org.uk. Tickets are £5 for donations to 
Sussex Wildlife Trust: 
 

“Up on the downs for a walk, wildlife and wine!” 
Join a 3-mile stroll around Levin Down Nature Reserve - see wildflowers, 
birds and butterflies. Hear about the history of the area and management 
of the site. Return to Singleton Village Hall for cheese and wine, displays 
and sales. SATURDAY 30 JUNE - 5.30pm start. 
 

So - don’t forget to tell your friends! Hope to see you on the reserve. 
 

Ann Griffiths 
01243 781520 

 

Sussex Wildlife Trust is a company limited by guarantee under the Companies Act. Registered in 
England, No. 698851, and registered Charity Number 207005. VAT registration No. 191 3059 69. 

Registered Office: WOODS MILL, HENFIELD, WEST SUSSEX BN5 9SD Telephone 01273 
492630 

WEALD & DOWNLAND OPEN AIR MUSEUM 
EVENTS COMING SOON 

 

Sunday 18th March: Open House on 
Mothering Sunday 
A special spring day to welcome visitors old and new at the start of the 
season! £1 entry for everyone, plus our traditional bunch of daffodils for 
mothers and grandmothers! Mothering Sunday is a wonderful time to visit 
with spring in the air, buds bursting, traditional breed farm animals grazing 

around the site and Shire horses at 
work at seasonal tasks. From 
10.30am - 4pm. 
 

Friday 6th - Monday 9th April: Easter 
Festivities 
Activities and Easter celebrations for all the family throughout the holiday 
weekend. Good Friday - traditional pastimes, storytelling and music; 
Saturday - a bustling Easter market; Sunday - Feast Day; Monday - a lively 
day of games and activities with younger visitors in mind, plus an Easter 
bonnet parade! From 10.30am - 6pm. 



 Quality 
Painting & 
Decorating 
Interior 

and Exterior 

P D McCann 
Professional 

Specialist in Hand Painted furniture 
and Kitchens - Fire & Flood Damage 

General Repair & Maintenance 
Free Estimate - MOD Approved 

Experienced in large jobs 
30 Years Experience 

01243 811441 

EMAIL REPEAT 
PRESCRIPTIONS 

 

Lavant Road Surgery users - you may 
order repeat prescriptions by email to 

The Dispensary by emailing:- 
 

dispensary@gp-h82051.nhs.uk 

 

Adding your name and address and 
items required. Prescriptions being 
ready 48 hours after emailing. 

 

Let us know what’s 
going on! 

 

Share your news! 
 
 

tim@valleydiary.org 

D & E KEATES 
BUILDERS 

 

BUILDING AND 
PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE 
 

FLINT WORK - BRICKWORK 
PLASTERING - ROOFING & PATIOS 

 

COMPETITIVE PRICES 
 

FREE ESTIMATES 
 

01243 811823 
MOB.  07880  804235 

√ 2-5 day woodturning courses to suit all 
levels 

√ Custom-built workshop with dust 
extraction system 

√ Personal tuition from a respected time-
served tutor 

√ Excellent value for money 
√ Accommodation available 

√ Lunch, tea and coffee supplied 
√ Commissions taken 

 

Or why not treat a friend to one of our 
course vouchers? 

Call now for more: 01243 527 242 
Email: woodturner@tedfarrow.co.uk   

Web: www.tedfarrow.co.uk 

Ted Farrow’s School of Woodturning 
Chichester, West Sussex 

M N ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES LTD 

 

⇒ DOMESTIC 

INSTALLATIONS 

⇒ PERIODIC TESTING 

⇒ MAINTENANCE 
 

Local Friendly Firm - No Job Too Small 
N.I.C.E.I.C. Domestic Installer 

 
 

07932 623763 
01243 573790 

Tel: 
Clive 

PATHS & 
DRIVES 

 

D S & P Humphrey 
 

BLOCK PAVING 
 

landscaping - concrete laying - patios 
 

GROUNDWORK UNDERTAKEN 
 

Tel: 01243 811685 
Paul: 01243 811518 

 

PRIDE IN WORK 

SIMPSON'S 

 

The Valley’s Tax & National 
Insurance Advice & Help 
Consultancy Service 

 

Reasonable Fees 
 

Employer/Employee Tax/NI/
Benefits Problems a Speciality 

 

Farmers & Gamekeepers Employer 
Referrals - Corporate & Self-

Employed Referrals Also Taken 
 

Telephone 

07732 852140 

ATHEISTS 

Historian Stephen Henry Roberts 
(1901-71) 

“I contend that we are both atheists. I 
just believe in one fewer god than you 
do. When you understand why you 

dismiss all the other possible gods, you 
will understand why I dismiss yours.” 

SERVICE TO THE 
COMMUNITY 

A presentation cheque was made 
to Chris & Elaine Kelly who, until 
recently ran West Dean Stores & 
Post Office (for 17 years before 
retiring) on the evening of 
Monday 29th January 2007 at 
Singleton at 7pm. The people of 
the villages wanted to mark their 
thanks for the extra mile 
travelled by Chris & Elaine over 
the years and this particular collection represented people from West Dean, 
Singleton, Charlton & Chilgrove. The cheque was presented by our own Jan Elliot 
representing the people who contributed. 

 

SEASON BEGINS! 
 

Olly Room 

 

Haredown atb, the mountainboard 
centre which is right on our doorstep will 

re-open for its 
eighth season 
on Saturday 
17th March. 
With a brand 

new fleet of hire 
boards and 
some exciting 
new features on 
the slopes the 
centre is all set 
to welcome the 

public back after a 
long hard winter. Haredown offers a 

great focal point for young and old from 
the valley as if you don’t want to join 
your kids at the mountainboarding you 
can always walk the dog and soak up the 
stunning scenery 
of the valley 

before enjoying a 
coffee at the 

café. 2007 looks 
set to be a great 
season with 

everything from 
children’s 

holiday camps to 
the British 

Championships 
being held at 
Haredown it looks set to be a lot of fun. 

 

For more information 
check out the website at 
www.haredown.com  

 



 

Paul & Kelly 
Diamond 

 

LAWN MOWING 
HEDGE CUTTING 

GARDEN CLEARANCE 
 

Personal service from a local 

family business 
 

KEITH GOACHER 

01243 811641 
07976 740748 

Cut and split to 
your requirements 

Seasoned Firewood 

LOGS 

THE STAR & GARTER 
East Dean 

  
 

 

 

Superb food and wines 

Real ales straight from the barrel 

Quality accommodation 

01243 811318 

www.thestarandgarter.co.uk 

 

Early evening special priced menu now available from 6.30 

to 7.30 pm Mondays to Fridays, including Venison pie and 

vegetables for £8.50 and fresh cod fillet in our own beer 

batter with chips for £8.50 ! 

What the papers say about us… 
« It is, simply, one of the best places to eat in Sussex » 

        The Independent 

« The food here is exceptional, as is the ambience » 

        The Times 

Now recommended in the Egon Ronay guide ! 

SUPPORT KIDNEY RESEARCH UK BY 
WALKING LONDON’S FAMOUS BRIDGES 

 

Enjoy a great day of sight-seeing and support 
Kidney Research UK by walking eight of 
London’s Bridges on Sunday 24th June 2007. 
The London Bridges Walk starts and finishes at 
the newly refurbished Potters Fields Park on the 
south side of the Thames near Tower Bridge. 
Walkers will cross eight bridges between Tower 

Bridge and Westminster, including London and Millennium Bridges. Last year, over 
650 people joined the procession and for many it was their first introduction to the 
capital. 
 

It costs £7.50 per person to take part and this price includes a goodie-filled 
backpack and a special event t-shirt. There is no minimum sponsorship required 
but walkers are encouraged to raise as much sponsorship as they can. We have a 
massive target of £100,000 this year - we need your help to reach it! Proceeds will 
be used to further the work of Kidney Research UK and help improve the lives of 
people living with kidney disease. 
 

Kidney Research UK is the leading national charity funding research to save lives 
from kidney disease. The research we fund focuses on improved treatment, and 
ultimately a cure, for kidney disease. The charity is also dedicated to patient care 
and educational initiatives. Over 3 million people in the UK will have their lives 
threatened by chronic kidney disease, so we need your help to give them a bright 
future. 
 

Community Fundraising Manager, Helen Haynes, says, “The walk is a wonderful 
opportunity for a great day with friends and family in the world’s greatest city. The 
route takes you pass many historical sites along the Thames and offers great views 
of London. 2007 marks the fourth year of this event and we are looking forward to 
making it the biggest and most exciting London Bridges Walk ever. Be a part of 
something special and make a real difference by helping us fund research to save 
lives!” 
 

For more information or to take part in the London Bridges Walk please call Kidney 
Research UK on 08456 121226, email events@kidneyresearchuk.org or visit 
www.kidneyresearchuk.org. 

WEST DEAN SOCIAL CLUB BLACK TIE COCKTAIL 
PARTY 2007 FUND RAISER 

 

To celebrate the 20th year of St Wilfred’s Hospice - at Oak Hall, West Dean House 
on Saturday 21st April 2007 from 8pm until Midnight 

 

Admission £35.00 - Entry by Ticket Holders Only - The Tickets are limited to 100 so 
it's on a frst come first served basis. Including Champagne Cocktail, Canapés & 

Wine - Live Band and Dancing “The Fabulous Tomato Brothers” 
 

Fantastic Auction (bring your cheque book!) - all proceeds in aid of St Wilfred’s 
Hospice. We have already had some very generous gifts of Shoot Days, Goodwood 
Tickets, Polo pass, Wine, Champagne, a Premier car clean - but if anyone else would 
like to sponsor this event by way of an Auction lot or tombola prize please contact 
the Sponsorship Co-ordinator on 01243 811939. Thanks. All sponsors names are 

promoted and listed in connection with the event. Tombola proceeds in aid of Valley 
Youth Club 

Tel: Jodie or Lisa on 01243 818250 



 

HELEN’S 
AIRPORT CARS LTD 
www.airporttaxis.co.uk 

All Non-Smokers—All Long Distance 

Large Fleet of Comfortable Estates and Saloons 

01243 868999 
 

Major card payments accepted 

“With us it can often cost less 
than rail or airport parking!” 

ROGER GUNN 
Garden & Estate Machinery 
Sales & Service Specialist 
25yrs+ Exp. - Fast reliable Service 
Competitive rates - On site advice 

New machines with discount 
Part Exchange - Collection 

Delivery 

Roger Gunn 
The Lawnmower Man! 

01243 
786003 

or 
07979 752242 

Woodstock House 
Hotel at Charlton 

 

We are open throughout the 
Year as a Licensed 

 Bed & Breakfast Hotel 
 

We’re open for morning coffee 
and afternoon tea 

 

Please Call Nick or Sandra 
for more details on 

01243 811666 
 

info@woodstockhousehotel.co.uk 
www.woodstockhousehotel.co.uk 

    Stressed? 

 

Depressed? 
 

Relationships 
suffering? 
 

Counselling - 
could it be  the answer? 

 

Counselling can help you change your life or come 
to terms with things that can’t be changed. 

FreeFreeFreeFree initial consultation and reasonable rates from 
local qualified counsellor. 

 

Contact: Sarah Cartey 
Diploma in Humanistic Counselling  MBACP 
Tel: 01243 785423 or email: sarahcartey@aol.com    

Something is 
Always 

Happening at 
The Fox Goes 

Free 
 

Tuesday Night is 
our Special 

Event Evening 
 

We are proud to 
announce our real ales have passed quality 

tests to be part of the CAMARA approved Cask 
Marque scheme 

 

Book now - Tel: 01243 811461 
 

Music every Wednesday in MARCH 
2007 

 

Call us for all the details 
 

Sign up to our special event monthly update email.  
We will send you details of our latest promotions 
and special offers.  You could also win a meal for 
two here at the Fox, just give your email address to 
a member of staff and we will take care of the rest! 

 

Please call for more details 
enquires@thefoxgoesfree.com 
www.thefoxgoesfree.com 

01243 811461 

SPECIAL EVENTS IN MARCH 

 
 

Play Texas Hold’em Poker for fun - Thursday 1st March 
There is a £4 entry fee for the evening. Games will start at 7.00pm. 
This evening is open to all levels of poker players even if you’ve 
never played before so please come along and join in the 
fun.  Please note that this is purely for fun and no money is 
wagered.  The pub will supply the winning prize.  Any questions 
please feel to contact 07917180323. 
 
Wine and cheese evening - Tuesday 13th March 
Don’t miss this great opportunity to be entertained by our guest 
speaker, Matthew Henning’s of Henning’s wine merchants.  
Matthew will be taking you on a sensational taste experience of 
what the Fox has to offer from our wine list accompanied by fine 
cheeses. The fun event promises a wonderful evening with friends 
and like minded people. £3.50 a head. 
 
Fox Goes Free Famous Meat Raffle - Every Friday 
Join uncle Albert in the best thing since the Lottery. For just £1 a 
raffle strip (and with better odds!) you have the chance to win the 
finest meats from the local area and alike! 
 
The Fox quiz is back - Every second Tuesday of the month 
Always a popular night - a true traditional pub event. Play for fun 
and some great prizes! 
 

Coming Soon 
29th March 

Gastronomic Food 
Delights with our 

 ‘Round the world with 
wines’ fine dining 

experience.  

EAST DEAN FC CROWN 
MATT CHAMP! 

 

Matt Chiverton was 
crowned champion 
at the annual East 
Dean AMFbowling 
challenge. With the 
Freemans sti ll 
beach combing in 

Dorset and Gary's ‘going out shirt’ still in 
the wash, this was basically an away 
fixture for East Dean! With Stan on a roll 
after his recent badminton triumph, a 
close contest was expected. However, 
Chivvy confirmed that his bowling is a lot 
straighter than his kicking and 
proclaimed himself aggregate champion! 
Rizla on loan from Selsey for the evening 
provided some competition for Matt, 
whilst Morgan’s elegant bowling action 
flattered to deceive with some excessive 
use of the gutters! Barlow was steady but 
was not able to put Chivvy under any 
pressure. The reserve team in lane one 
was a bit of mixed bag, with Riise 
sending the ball down at speeds in excess 
of 20mph and new signing Chaka failing 
to impress (what was he hiding under his 
hat?) Manager Kearvell said during the 
presentation ceremony, "I didn't want to 
embarrass the lads by winning myself, so 
decided to ease off a bit." Encouraging 
signs for the future of the competition 
were shown by a competent performance 
from youth team member Ruben. 



Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the various 
entries and adverts in The Valley Diary. The content is based on the 
latest information available to The Valley Diary at time of printing. 
Information may change of course, and every effort will be made to 
circulate correct information as soon as possible in subsequent 
editions. This edition will not be reprinted and re-circulated if any 
information changes during the period of its validity. In no 
circumstances can The Valley Diary accept any liability for any loss 
or damage which may arise or result from any error in, or omission 
of, any entry or advert whether relating to wording, space, position, 
artwork or telephone number. Free entries are provided at the 
discretion of The Valley Diary. The Valley Diary is not an agent for 
any business or individual within its pages and is unable to vouch 
for the advertising claims, professional qualifications, trade 
certifications, memberships of trade associations or content of web 
sites whose addresses may be shown in individual entries or 
adverts published anywhere with its pages. The Valley Diary 
advises users of The Valley Diary to satisfy themselves as to the 
exact type of goods or services offered or qualifications held by the 
businesses or individuals appearing its pages. In short, we’re very 
grateful to advertisers for providing the funds to keep this local 
information exchange going but can’t be held liable in any way by 
readers if advertisers don’t live up to their claims and we won’t get 
involved in any dispute between advertisers in The Valley Diary 
and their customers. If you have any comments which you would 
like passed to any of our advertisers, we will happily do so but 
would encourage you by preference to contact them directly. 

Deadline for the 
April edition 

 

All information for inclusion to 
arrive by 12noon on Thursday 

22nd March please 
 

Contact Info… 

 

Diary Dates can be telephoned 
through to Jan on 811786, 

distribution issues to Chris on 
811833 and contributions, articles 
and anything of interest to Tim on 

811968 or emailed to 

tim@valleydiary.org 

 TheTheTheThe    

Partridge InnPartridge InnPartridge InnPartridge Inn    
At Singleton 

    

Presents 
    

    LIVE    LIVE    LIVE    LIVE    

        TRAD        TRAD        TRAD        TRAD    

           JAZZ           JAZZ           JAZZ           JAZZ    
 

EVERY THIRDEVERY THIRDEVERY THIRDEVERY THIRD    

TUESDAYTUESDAYTUESDAYTUESDAY    
 

         811251         811251         811251         811251    

 

WEST DEAN 
POST OFFICE 

& STORES 
 

Groceries & Provisions 
Fruit & Vegetables 

Off License 
Hardware 
Stationery 

Animal feeds 
Calor Gas 

Coal 
Footwear 

Bedding Plants 
(during season) 

Fax & Copy Service 
Newspapers and 

Magazines 
delivered to the Entire Valley 

 

Hours of Business 
(including Post Office) 

 

Mon to Sat: 7am to 8pm 
Sunday: 7am to 1pm 
Tuesday: 7am to 1pm 

 

01243 811210 

The DiaryThe DiaryThe DiaryThe Diary    
who, what  and where in and around the Lavant Valley 

Diary Dates to Jan Elliot please -  01243 811786 - 
elliott.jan@tiscali.co.uk 

March 
Sun.11th Levin Down Helpers: 
Sunday Task: 10am: 01243 781520 
Wed.14th West Dean Parish Council 
Meeting: West Dean School: 7.30pm 
Thu.15th Singleton & East Dean WI: 
7pm: Singleton Village Hall: Iridology: 
Claire Hicks 
Sat.17th TD Shipley v EDFC: League: 
3pm 
Sun.18th Mothering Sunday: Weald & 
Downland Museum 
Mon.19th 'Things in our Garden' by 
John Herring: 8pm: East Dean: 811358 
Fri.23rd Fashion Show: Singleton 
School Hall 
Wed.28th Singleton Parish Council 
Meeting 
Fri.30th Last day of School: Singleton 
& West Dean 
Sat.31st Easter Extravaganza Eat-In: 
Singleton Village Hall: Phone 811453 
Sat.31st Clymping v EDFC: League: 
3pm 

 

April 
Fri.6th - 9th Easter Festivities: Weald 
& Downland Museum 
Wed.11th Singleton Village Hall 
AGM: 7.30pm 
Sat.14th Chi.Uni. v EDFC: League: 
3pm 
Mon.16th Back to School: Singleton & 
West Dean 
Thu.19th Singleton & East Dean WI: 
7pm: Singleton Village Hall: Foliage & 
Flowers - Out of your Garden & Into 
Your Home: Janet Williams 
Sat.21st Black Tie Cocktail Party: The 
Oak Hall West Dean College 
Fri.27th Young Musician's Concert: 
West Dean Church: 7.30pm 

May 
Thu.3rd West Dean School Closed: 
Election 
Sat.6th - Sun.7th Fine Food Fair: 
Weald & Downland Museum 
Tue.8th East Dean Parish Council 
AGM: 7pm: East Dean Village Hall 
Wed.9th Singleton Parish Council 
Meeting 
Sat.12th ED&S Horticultural Society: 
Aldingbourne Country Centre 
Sat.12th - Sun 13th Wholly Herb 
Weekend: West Dean Gardens 
Sat.12th Levin Down Stroll with 
Rosemary Staples: 10.30am 
Thu.17th Singleton & East Dean WI: 
7pm: Singleton Village Hall: Resolutions 
& Fun Quiz 
Fri.18th Levin Down Helpers: Evening 
Task: 6pm: 01243 781520 
Sat.19th S&ED WI Garden Sale & Teas: 
2.30-4pm 
Sun.20th Sustainability Event: Weald & 
Downland Museum 
Mon.28th - Fri.1st (June) School 
Half Term: Singleton 
Mon.28th - Fri.1st (June) Half Term 
Activities: : Weald & Downland Museum 
Thu.31st - Fri.1st (June) School Half 
Term: West Dean 

 

June 
Sat.2nd East Dean Church fete 
Sat.2nd - Sun.3rd Heavy Horses: 
Weald & Downland Museum 
Wed.13th Singleton Parish Council 
Meeting 
Fri.15th Levin Down Helpers: Evening 
Task: 6pm: 01243 781520 

Dates beyond this can be found 
at www.valleydiary.org 


